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MINUTE of the SPECIAL MEETING of the ARMADALE & BLACKRIDGE LOCAL AREA
COMMITTEE of WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL held within CONFERENCE ROOM 1, WEST
LOTHIAN CIVIC CENTRE, LIVINGSTON on WEDNESDAY, 27 APRIL, 2011.

Present – Councillors Isobel Hutton (Chair), Stuart Borrowman and Jim Dixon

1. ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Chair ruled that agenda item 4 (Severe Weather – Council Response) would
be dealt with at the end of the agenda.

2. TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION FUND & CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

The Panel considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) by
the Head of Planning & Economic Development seeking approval of
expenditure to progress a number of Capital Expenditure Programme
projects for Armadale Town Centre.

The projects proposed included the following works:

1. Removal of brick planters & painting of town centre metal work

2. Public realm improvements at Ochilview Square

3. Streetscape improvements at the Cross and

4. Decommission of Public Art on West Main Street.  Location plans and
illustrations and diagrams were produced for each proposed project in
the appendices to the report.

The committee was invited to improve the proposed expenditure on the
four projects identified.

Decision

To approve the terms of the report.

3. STRATEGY FOR TACKLING UNDER-AGE DRINKING/DIVERSIONARY
ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

The committee considered a report (which had been circulated) by the Head of
Area Services providing an update on the Strategy for Tackling Under-Age
Drinking and the proposed Diversionary Activities for Young People in the ward.

The committee was invited to consider the proposed future allocation of resources
to these projects.

The report set out the funds which were available for allocation in respect of these
projects, and summarised the achievements of the projects to date. The report
went on to set out plans for development of the projects, and the priorities of the
schemes.
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The report concluded by advising that the Youth Committee was in the process of
carrying out a consultation with young people, and was working on its first annual
report which would highlight the impact of the Youth Space for Young People,
service providers and the community.

Decisions

(1) To note the contents of the report and to approve the proposed future
allocation of funding.

(2) To note that the Lead Officer would investigate the reason for the
reduction in the numbers attending the Youth Space and would advise
members of the committee accordingly.

4. SCHEDULE OF LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The committee considered a proposed Schedule of Meetings for the period from
August 2011 to June 2012, which had been circulated.

It was invited to agree the dates proposed for future meetings of the committee and
the arrangements for the next scheduled meeting of the committee on 20 May
2011.

Decisions

(1) To approve the timetable of meetings for the committee of 2011-2012.

(2) To agree that the scheduled meeting on 20 May 2011 would be cancelled,
with the next meeting to be held on 3 June 2011.

(3) To agree that the agenda for the meeting on 3 June 2011 would include a
report on traffic calming measures at the west side of Blackridge.

5. SEVERE WEATHER – COUNCIL RESPONSE

The committee considered a report (which had been circulated) by the Chief
Executive as part of the process agreed by full council to review the council’s
response to the severe weather experienced in November and December 2010.

The report summarised the process which had been agreed at a meeting of full
council on 14 December 2010, whereby each local area committee was to be
invited to consider the council’s response to the severe weather episodes, and
make recommendations to be incorporated into a report to the Environment
PDSP.

Appendix 1 to the report contained the detailed response report covering all
council services which had been presented to full council on 14 December 2010.

Appendix 2 contained a list of roads and streets, by locality, in the ward area, to
assist in discussion of issues in relating to gritting and clearance of snow and ice.

Decisions

(1) To note the information provided in relation to the council’s handling of
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the period of severe weather in November and December 2010.

(2) To record the committee’s thanks to all members of staff of the council,
and volunteers, for the excellent job done during the severe weather
conditions.

(3) To agree the following recommendations to be incorporated into the
report to the Environment PDSP:-

(a) Concerns that the road from Armadale to Whitburn had been
closed, causing traffic to divert to a minor road (Northrigg
Road), which had then not been given any priority for
clearance.

(b) Concerns that the path leading to Blackridge Station had not
been cleared, nor had lighting been made available, due to the
path not yet having been adopted by the council.

(c) To agree that developers should be encouraged in some way
to take responsibility for ensuring roads in their developments
which were not yet adopted, to be cleared by them.

(d) To agree that members being provided with the names of
designated officers for particular areas had been very useful in
resolving problems which had arisen.


