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12 March 2021
Dear Mr Hewitt

Thank you for your email of 10 February in which you attach a letter from Graham Hope, Chief
Executive addressed to the First Minister, on the National Planning Framework 4 Position Statement. |
am replying as responsibility for planning matters falls within my portfolio.

Mr Hope's letter asks the Scottish Government to introduce, without delay, an updated Scottish
Planning Policy to give absolute protection to ancient woodland and hedges, and for developments
exceeding 0.25 hectares to provide an ecological report.

Work on a revised National Planning Framework (NPF4) is currently underway, and the timetable for
completion and adoption of NPF4 is largely set in primary legislation involving requirements for
Scottish Parliament scrutiny and subsequent approval.

NPF4 will incorporate Scottish Planning Policy, meaning that, for the first time, spatial and thematic
planning policies will be addressed in one place. As you know, in November 2020 we published our
NPF4 Position Statement, setting out our thoughts on what likely policy changes might be in the draft
NPF4 and we are grateful to all who contributed to that consultation.

The Position Statement is clear that our spatial strategy will strengthen our approach to protecting and
restoring the health and quality of Scotland’s natural environment. We will ensure that our approach to
planning supports Scotland’s role in responding to the twin global crises of biodiversity loss and
climate change, including by strengthening policies designed to protect and restore Scotland’s
biodiversity and natural assets and to improve their long term resilience to the impacts of our changing
climate. This includes considering strengthening policy on woodland protection and creationin
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association with development, aligned with new provisions on forestry and woodland strategies, as
one of the priority policy changes to support the outcome for better, greener places.

In Autumn 2021, we will lay a draft NPF4 in the Scottish Parliament and at the same time we will carry
out extensive public consultation. We anticipate producing a final version of NPF4 for approval and
adoption around spring 2022.

| hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely

KEVIN STEWART
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