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Keeping people safe

West Lothian Local Policing
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Local Area Committee

July 2018 to September 2018

Report compiled by PC Nadia Munro
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Limlithigom

brmadale & Blacknidoe

Whitburn & Blackburn

Fauldbousze & Breich WValley
ast Livingston & East Calder

Our Vision
Sustained excellence in service and protection.

Our Purpose
To improve the safety and wellbeing of people, places

and communities in Scotland.

Our Values
Integrity, Fairness and Respect.
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National Policing Priorities

Violence, Disorder and Antisocial Protecting People at Risk Of Harm
Behaviour

Serious Organised Crime Road Safety

Counter Terrorism Acquisitive Crime

Theme as per West Identified Short Term Police Outcome

Lothian Local Outcomes Police Priority

Improvement Plan 2013
to 2023

Protecting People Child protection

Child sexual abuse &
exploitation

Missing persons

Sexual crimes

Adults at risk

Financial harm
including doorstep
crime & fraud

Cyber crime

Reducing Antisocial Behaviour & Antisocial behaviour
Hate Crime & hate crime

Reducing Violence Domestic abuse

Crimes of violence

Tackling Substance Misuse Misuse drugs &
alcohol

Reduce Home, Fire and Road Road casualties
Casualties

Tackling Serious and Organised Drugs, financial harm
Crime and Counter Terrorism & fear

Extremism &
terrorism
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PERFORMANCE

For full details, please use the below link to access the Police Scotland Internet site.

http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/our-performance/

West Lothian Area Command

Performance Summary Report iy, POLICE
' SCOTLAND

Reporting Period: Aprll —June 2018 B POILEASALBA

Total Crime ‘ 0.4%

Crimes Common Dishonesty Domestic
Recorded Assault Abuse

0.4% 15% 21%

$ & &

3654 (18 fewer) 466(82 fewer) 856 (148 more) 582 (12 more)

Overall Violent Road Traffic Antisocial
Crime i Casualties Behaviour Calls

1.9% ; 8.3% 8.9%

5 @

53 (1 fewer) 13 (1 more) 2734 (267 fewer)

Counter Terrorism

SEVERE

The threat level from INTERNATIONAL
444 (15 more) TERRORISM is currently set at SEVERE 115 (19 more)
meaning an attack is highly likely.
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Protecting People

Community officers have always worked closely with the local schools, both
primary and secondary, and have spent time talking to pupils regarding their
personal safety and their online safety. Community officers continue to provide a
friendly face that young people can feel comfortable speaking to and provide
support when needed.

During the summer holidays concerns were raised by residents of Westfield
regarding youths running around the Scaffolding that was up nearby, of them
running in and out of traffic and to them possibly causing damage to cars parked
in the area. The youths were traced and spoken to in the presence of their
parents and regular patrols were carried out, follow up with the initial informants
revealed that the youths had ceased to cause any issues.

A large scale disturbance occurred in the Mayfield Drive area of Armadale when
members of the Wolfpack Hunters attended at an address there. Many local
residents became involved and police attended. Officers attended and restored
order and offenders who committed offences were traced and dealt with
appropriately. There was a continued presence by local community officers over
the following weeks where re-assurance patrols were conducted to facilitate the
community returning to normal, allowing residents to go about their daily routines
without fear or anxiety.

Local firearms enquiry officers have been routinely tasked with conducting
enquiries into the granting or renewing of air weapon, shotgun and firearms
licences. These enquires ensure the continued safe use of all guns within the
ward and ensure the person requesting to hold any such license is a suitable
person. Should the suitability of a license holder be questioned, officers ensure
the quick seizure of any weapons or ammunition, prior to a full enquiry being
carried out into the continued suitability of that person.

Reducing Antisocial Behaviour & Hate Crime

In the time from July to September youth calls have remained consistent but on
the whole these have been quite low and there have been no major issues
involving youths throughout the ward. However we have not become complacent
and have continued to conduct high visibility patrols in previously known hot spot
areas.

The overall calls involving all anti-social behaviour have been on the decrease
over the summer. There has been a great amount of partnership working
between the police and the Safer Neighbourhood Teams to visit tenancies who
are displaying ASB and issuing tenancy warning when called for.

As a direct result of this good work there are currently 7 live Anti-social Behaviour
Orders in the Armadale and Blackridge Ward.

The local ward officers continue to maintain a good relationship with local
licenced premises and off licences. Visiting and supporting them in an effort to
reduce ASB resulting from either over consumption of alcohol or underage
drinking.
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There have been no significant patterns of hate crime.

Reducing Violence

Over the summer there were a number of Community Surgeries held at the
Crainginn Centre, Blackridge held by Police and Safer Neighbourhood Officers
from West Lothian Council in relation to disorder carried out by local youths.
These surgeries were open to all members of the community to visit and discuss
any issues they had. Local community officers continued to provide a high
visibility presence in the Blackridge are over the period and there was a distinct
drop in disorder calls.

Ward officers in conjunction with Safer Neighbourhood Officers from West
Lothian Council carried out a letter drop in Westfield regarding ongoing issues
with a tenant causing significant disruption to the community. This was followed
up with extensive door to door visits. Residents were able to voice their concerns
with officers and SNT giving advice and support when and where it was needed.
Police will continue to work closely with SNT to identify problem tenants and deal
with them appropriately.

When persons living within the ward are released from court with bail curfew
conditions, locality officers visit the individuals to check compliance with the
conditions, to minimise the disruption to the community and discourage further
offending.

Patrols are carried out in known hotspot areas to deter and prevent incidents of
violence.

Tackling Substance Misuse

Members of the public are always encouraged to report suspicious activity, so
that police can continue to gather intelligence and disrupt those who deal and

misuse controlled drugs. As a result of these calls a cultivation has been found
and the person responsible reported to the Procurator Fiscals office.

Officers continue to use their stop and search powers where necessary and there

have been many seizures of controlled substances (mainly cannabis) over the
past few months with the perpetrators dealt with appropriately.

Reduce Home, Fire and Road Casualties

The local ward officers have continued to conduct road checks in various areas
throughout the ward to monitor and where necessary issue tickets for speeding
and/or other motoring offences. The Police Facebook page and other social
media is regularly updated with posts reminding drivers of the expected driving
standards.

Ward officers have spent time in and around local Primary Schools assisting
them with the Parksmart Scheme. Torphichen Primary School, has Junior Road
Safety Officers who carried out a talk to the rest of the school on road safety.
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Constables Munro and Arnott attended this and supported the pupils offering their
assistance and advice where necessary.

There has also been some new road markings and a pedestrian crossing put in
place outside Blackridge Primary School. The road markings are fully enforceable
and should deter parents from parking dangerously/inappropriately outside the
school.

The schools have access to the relevant materials on Parksmart however should
there be any issues, the contact within West Lothian Council is Karen McCubbin.

Karen.McCubbin@westlothian.org.uk

The road markings on Main Street, Armadale have been repainted with clear
areas for disabled drivers to park along with other parking. There are still some
members of the public who continue to park inappropriately and this will be dealt
with by the issuing of parking tickets when necessary.

Tackling Serious and Organised Crime and Counter Terrorism

PC Tom White, the local Licensing officer has been recognised by the
Immigration Enforcement department for his excellent partnership work at their
recent award ceremony. PC White and an immigration officer are responsible for
identifying joint working opportunities to tackle persistent foreign national
offenders and raising awareness across the divisions and agencies. 8 operations
have been actioned, with Locality officers forming part of the enforcement teams,
resulting in 13 arrests for immigration offences and a value of £360,000 worth of
fines served against rogue employers,. Working with HMRC, 7 cases have been
identified which have been passed to the small business team and one which has
been retained by the Fraud Investigation Service. Other offences detected
include, HMO'’s, dangerous staff accommodation, theft of electricity and
environmental health concerns.

Other

The Divisional Commander and Command Team have congratulated Team 2
Response, West Lothian, who have made it to the final selection at the Annual
Force Excellence Awards.

Team 2 Response, West Lothian — Team of the Year

Team 2 Response, West Lothian have shown their continued dedication and
commitment to all aspects of policing and serving the public in a challenging
area. Through individual commitment, the team has developed an ethos and
ethical working practices, resulting in them increasing the performance of the sub
division through tracing more domestic offenders, reporting more cases and
producing less domestic packages than all others. By doing so, they
demonstrated that through cohesive team work, despite other constant demands,
they could target force priorities and help keep the public safe in West Lothian.

A number of Gala days and Cultural Parades and festivals (Eid-Ul-Adha) were
held over the period all of which passed without major incident.
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Contacts

Locality Officers for Armadale, Blackridge, Westfield and Torphichen are:-

PC Nadia Munro
PC Ross Walker
PC Richard Rafeek
PC lain Law

Details of your Community Policing Team can be found at:
http://www.scotland.police.uk/your-community/the-lothians-and-scottish-
borders/west-lothian

Email: ArmadaleBlackridgeCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
You can also follow us on Twitter: @WestLothPolice
Tel: 101
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