CONSULTATION ON DRAFT PROPOSALS FOR A MENTAL HEALTH
(SCOTLAND) BILL —WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL RESPONSE

The Council Executive considered a report (copies of which had been
circulated) by the Head of Social Policy advising of the consultation on draft
proposals for a Mental Health (Scotland) Bill and the proposed response
from West Lothian Council.

The Head of Social Policy advised that the consultation paper, a copy of
which was attached to the report, was seeking the views on proposals for a
draft Mental Health Bill. The draft Bill would bring forward changes to
improve the operation of the 2003 Act — notably in relation to named
persons, advance statements, medical matters and suspension of
detention. In addition the draft Bill would make provision for a Victim
Notification Scheme for victims of Mentally Disordered Offenders.

West Lothian welcomed the opportunity to respond to the consultation on
draft proposals for a Mental Health (Scotland) Bill following the earlier
limited review of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act
2003. Also the Bill proposed a number of amendments to the current 2003
Act which were generally positive and reflected good practice. It was
however noted that the measure would place additional demands and
duties upon Mental Health Officers and therefore it was being suggested
that in conjunction with the Bill a more comprehensive review of Mental
Health Officer services was required as a matter of urgency to ensure that
local authorities were sufficiently resourced to enable them to fulfil their
statutory functions in these areas.

It was recommended that the Council Executive :-

1. Note the current consultation related to the draft proposals for a
Mental Health (Scotland) Bill; and

2. Consider the draft response and agree that it was submitted to the
Scottish Government,

Decision

To approve the terms of the report and agree that the draft response be
submitted to the Scottish Government.



