PASSIVE SAFETY AND VEHICLE RESTRAINT SYSTEMS POLICY AND
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE

The Council Executive considered a report (copies of which had been
circulated) by the Head of Operational Services seeking approval of a
passive safety and vehicle restraint systems policy and assessment
procedure for West Lothian Council, in line with best practice and a copy of
which was attached to the report.

The Road Safety Plan for West Lothian 2012-2015, which was approved by
the Council Executive on 3 April 2012, identified the need for the
development of policies on the use of passively safe street furniture and
vehicle restraint systems on West Lothian’s road network. The purpose of
passively safe street furniture and vehicle restraint systems was to
minimise the risk to vehicle occupants from roadside hazards at times
when an errant vehicle left the carriageway.

The aim of the policy was to provide clear guidance to designers,
maintenance engineers and developers on the assessment, provision and
specification of passively safe street furniture and road restraint systems on
West Lothian Council’s road network.

A review of recent best practice guidance on the assessment and
specification of vehicle restraint systems and passively safe roadside
structures had led to the decision to combine the passive safety and
vehicle restraint policies into a single policy and assessment procedure.
This was considered appropriate because the aim of both measures was to
reduce the risk to vehicle occupants from roadside hazards and reduce the
likely accident severity.

The development of the policy had been informed by an accident study
which was undertaken in order to show the extent of the problem in West
Lothian and to identify a hierarchy of road environments that were
considered to constitute higher risk where passively safe roadside
structures should be a priority or vehicle restraint systems should be
considered.

In the development of the policy, consultation had been undertaken with
The Society of Chief Officers of Transportation Scotland (SCOTS)
Transportation and Road Safety Working Group and the Street Lighting
Working Group. The SCOTS Transportation and Road Safety Working
Group supported the policy and were considering recommending the policy
for use by other local authorities.

In conclusion the agreement of the policy would provide clear evidence-led
and best practice guidance to designers, maintenance engineers and
developers on the assessment, provision and specification of passively
safe street furniture and road restraint systems on West Lothian Council’s
road network.



It was recommended that the Council Executive approve the passive safety
and vehicle restraint systems assessment procedure attached to the report

at Appendix 1.
Decision

To approve the terms of the report.



