THE FUTURE OF WEST CALDER WORK SPACE, SOCIETY PLACE,
WEST CALDER

The Council Executive considered a report (copies of which had been
circulated) by the Head of Finance and Estates advising of discussions
with West Calder and Harburn Community Council on the future use of
the West Calder Work Space at Society Place, West Calder.

At its meeting on 13 November 2012 the Council Executive approved the
acquisition of the former surgery at Dickson Street, West Calder to
replace the managed business accommodation of the West Calder Work
Space in Society Place. The Executive also approved the closure of the
Work Space following the relocation of the tenants to Dickson Street and
agreed that officers should report back with options for the future use of
the building at Society Place following consultation with the local
community and community council.

Therefore contact was made with the West Calder and Harburn
Community Council outlining the proposals for the relocation of Dickson
Street and the reasons behind it. In particular it was explained that the
age, suitability and condition of the building at Society Place and the level
of investment to bring them to a standard for any alternative council use,
made any future use uneconomic. It was indicated that the council was
likely to pursue a sale of Society Place, with marketing to take place while
Dickson Street was being converted in order to avoid the building at
Society Place being empty for too long a period.

Following the production of set of planning guidelines and which were
forwarded to West Calder and Harburn Community Council they indicated
that they were very much minded that they would like to retain the Work
Space as these buildings were seen as having played a significant role in
the village’s history. The report provided a summary of the community
council’'s response, which provided three different options. It was noted
that there was no support for the demolition of the premises and in fact
considerable opposition to any such measure.

In response to the Community Council’'s comments officers considered
that the Work Space was not of a standard suited to modern business
use, even if significant investment was made and there was not
considered to be sufficient demand to support two managed work spaces
in West Calder. It was also understood that the Community Council were
investigating the availability of Heritage Lottery and LEADER funding to
support the refurbishment of the work space with a view to the property
transferring under the councill's Community Asset Transfer policy.
However a sustainable future use was fundamental to the proposals for
asset transfer and in the absence of any substantive proposals, officers
were not able to make an assessment as to whether a transfer could be
supported.

Therefore it was recommended that the property be marketed for sale in
line with planning guidelines but with a clear preference that any
redevelopment would retain the buildings. As any successful offer would



likely need planning permission this would afford the opportunity for the
Community Council to continue to develop their ideas on how they might
use the property and allow them to submit these alongside any offers to
purchase.

Therefore it was recommended that the Council Executive approve that
the property at Society Place be marketed for sale with the stated
preference for a sale that ensured the retention and redevelopment of the
property to reflect the historical significance in the local community.

Motion
To replace the recommendation of the report with the following :-

“Officers to prepare a formal planning brief for the site which reflects the
clear preference of the council for any redevelopment that ensures the
retention of the property to reflect the historical significance in the local
community.

Following completion of the planning brief that the property at Society
Place should be marketed for sale”.

Decision

To unanimously approve the terms of the motion



