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MINUTE of the MEETING of the ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL STAKEHOLDER GROUP held
within BOARD ROOM 1, ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL, LIVINGSTON, on WEDNESDAY 10
OCTOBER 2012 at 1.30 pm

Present – John McGinty (Chair), Anne McMillan, Frank Toner; Alison Mitchell

Apologies - Morag Bryce, John Iredale; Maureen Anderson; Sandra Mair, Alison McCallum,
Stuart Wilson

In Attendance – Jim Forrest, James Millar; David Farquharson, Graham Mackenzie, Fiona
Mitchell (by video-link from Waverley Gate); three members of the public

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Frank Toner declared a non-financial interest as a Non-Executive Director of
Lothian Health Board.

2. MINUTE

(a) The Group approved the minute of its meeting held on 6 September 2012 as a
correct record.

3. PAEDIATRIC SERVICES AND CHILDREN'S WARD AT ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL

The Group heard a verbal update by David Farquharson who advised that the
service was working to plan, that the full rota was being covered through
consultants and trainee consultants in paediatrics and neo-natal medicine, an
additional doctor and two Advanced Nurse Practitioners. The service was still
therefore operating on a robust basis.

He also advised that meetings had been held with the Scottish Government and
the Post-Graduate Dean to discuss the service across whole of the south-east of
Scotland.

In response to questions from members of the Group, he confirmed that a report
about the service across the wider geographical area was progressing through the
Board’s structure and was intended to go to the Board itself in November. Public
consultation would follow after that, once suggestions and recommendations had
been formulated, and there would be a duty to consult if there were a major service
change proposed.

He advised that the only circumstances in which any instability could be anticipated
were in relation to maternity leave cover, the consequences of any review of the
service across the south-east of Scotland as a whole, or the training needs of the
trainee consultants which may call for them working in other locations. There was
no information to indicate that any such issues existed or were being anticipated.

The Chair reiterated the council’s position that it could not accept any reduction in
the service at St John’s.

Decisions

(1) To note the positive update about the service.



DATA LABEL: Public  16

(2) To note that a report was to be taken to the Health Board in November
about the service in the context of the Health Board and its neighbouring
Board areas.

(3) To agree that the item of business would be retained on the agenda for
the meeting in November to allow the Group to be updated about that
report.

4. MRI SCANNER

In the absence of Sandra Mair, David Farquharson advised the Group that the
project was still progressing as had been explained at previous group meetings,
and reminded the group that it was a complicated project in relation to installation
and provision of the required infrastructure. The Group had been informed
previously that the Initial Agreement Stage was expected to be completed in this
calendar year, but he did not have the necessary information to be able to confirm
if that remained on course.

Decisions

(1) To note the update provided.

(2) To agree that the item of business would be retained on the agenda for
the meeting in November to allow the Group to be updated as to progress.

5. PROPOSED GROUP MEETING DATES FOR 2013

The group agreed the following dates for meetings in 2013, with meetings to
continue to take place in the Board Room at St John’s Hospital, with the video-link
to Waverley Gate, at 2.30 pm, unless otherwise agreed:-

9 January, 13 February, 13 March, 10 April, 8 May, 12 June, 10 July, 14 August, 11
September, 0 October, 13 November and 11 December.

(b) The Chair asked for an update in relation to the proposed move of the Maternity
Unit as a matter arising from the minute. The Group was reminded that the move
depended on the reprovisioning and move of the Burns Unit, and was advised that
these issues had been discussed at a meeting of the Health Board’s Finance &
Performance Review Committee earlier in the day. The projects were
progressing, and an update would be provided to the next meeting of the
Group.


