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 7  March 2011

Dear colleague

RIGHT TO BUY – DRAFT PRESSURED AREA GUIDANCE

As you are aware, the pressured area reforms (section 142) in the Housing
(Scotland) Act 2010 will commence on 30 June 2011.

Section 142 of the 2010 Act amends the pressured area provisions in sections 61B
and 61C of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 to remove Scottish Ministers’ role in
relation to designation of pressured areas. Instead, local authorities will have the
power to designate pressured areas as well as revoke and amend designations.
The maximum designation period will increase from five to ten years and
designations will be able to be made in relation to particular house types.

Scottish Ministers have been given the power to issue statutory guidance for use by
local authorities when making pressured areas designations.  I enclose a draft of the
statutory guidance.

We want to ensure that our key stakeholders, including RSLs,  have the opportunity
to contribute to the guidance to help us produce a final version that is comprehensive
and helpful. As the circular will be for use by local authorities, it is very important for
us to get your opinions.  We are consulting informally with all social landlords on this
guidance for a four week period and therefore it would be helpful to receive your
comments by 5th April.  This will allow us to make any changes before issuing the
final version at the end of April.

We would particularly welcome your comments on the following issues.  However,
please feel free to let us know about any other issues you wish to raise.
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 Are there any parts of the guidance which you feel could be expanded or
would benefit from further advice?

 Are there any parts of the guidance which would benefit from further
clarification?

 Are there any parts of the guidance which you believe are incorrect?

 Are there any sources of evidence are not included in the guidance but which
you would rely on to provide evidence of pressure?

You may wish to share the draft guidance with your legal services colleagues and it
would be helpful for us to hear their views, as well as the comments of your housing
officers.

If you wish to respond,  please feel free to do so in the way that is most convenient
for you, either by email to joanne.mcdowell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or by writing to me
at the above address.  Alternatively, I would be happy to meet with you to discuss
your comments in more detail.

We have chosen to consult with all social landlords in Scotland.  However, we are
aware that the right to buy does not apply to all RSLs.  If your organisation is exempt
from right to buy we still hope this is of interest.

If you have any questions about this letter please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards,

Joanne McDowell
Right to Buy Policy Manager

mailto:joanne.mcdowell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

