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MINUTE of MEETING of the EDUCATION EXECUTIVE held within COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, WEST LOTHIAN CIVIC CENTRE, LIVINGSTON, EH54 6FF, on 4 
MARCH 2025. 
 
Present – Councillors Andrew McGuire (Chair), Lawrence Fitzpatrick, Tom Conn, 
Peter Heggie, Danny Logue, Maria MacAulay, Moira McKee Shemilt, Anne 
McMillan, Susan Manion, Craig Meek, Andrew Miller, Sally Pattle, George Paul, 
Tony Pearson, David Russell, Veronica Smith, Pauline Stafford; and Mark Bonallo, 
Peter Doolan, Heather Hughes; and Lynne McEwen (Appointed Representatives) 

 
Apologies – Councillor Tony Boyle; and Kent Ballantyne (Appointed Representative) 

 
Absent – Any Walker (Appointed Representative) 
 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Agenda Item 13 - Councillor Pattle declared an interest in that she had 
spoken out publicly against the closure of Linlithgow Bridge Nursery 
Class. She would not take part in the item of business. 

 Agenda Item 7 - Lynne McEwen (Appointed Representative) declared an 
interest in that her daughter was Headteacher at Meldrum PS who were 
part of Deans North nursery class. She would not take part in the item of 
business 

 Councillor McMillan stated a connection in that she was an employee of 
Kirsteen Sullivan MP. 

 Agenda Item 5 - Councillor Stafford declared an interest in that she and 
her children had attended Bathgate West nursery school and she had 
also been involved in discussions on the future use of the building should 
the nursery close. She would not take part in the item of business. 

 

2. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 The Education Executive agreed to hear a deputation request from Neil 
Brady-Campbell with respect to Agenda Item 13. The deputation would be 
heard following approval of the Minute. 

 The Chair ruled in terms Standing Order 11 that an urgent motion 
submitted by Councillor Stafford which concerned nursery closures would 
not be considered as the proposals before the Education Executive had 
been known about since September 2024 when the consultation on the 
closures had first been agreed; announcements on both the national 
minimum wage and the rise in National Insurance contributions had also 
been known for some time; and the Audit Scotland report on ASN 
provision did not introduce any new material considerations in relation to 
consideration of the proposed closure of the nine nurseries that were the 
subject of statutory consultation. 
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3. MINUTE 

 The Education Executive confirmed the Minute of its meeting held on 14 
January 2025. The Minute was thereafter signed by the Chair. 

 

4. DEPUTATION REQUEST FROM NEIL BRADY-CAMPBELL ON 
AGENDA ITEM 13 (FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE 
LINLITHGOW BRIDGE NURSERY CLASS) 

 The Education Executive heard from Neil Brady-Campbell who was the 
parent of a child currently attending Linlithgow Bridge nursery class. 

 Mr Brady-Campbell expressed his disappointment for the proposed 
closure of the nursery class and felt that any decision to close the nursery 
class would have a negative impact on the learning and well-being of the 
children and for the wider community. The service delivery at the nursery 
was of particular benefit to those children with additional support needs as 
it was a small focussed learning environment and was of particular benefit 
to those children transitioning to primary school. 

 Mr Brady-Campbell continued by stating that the change to an alternative 
nursery school would inevitably lead to more car journeys which was not 
good for the local environment and did not accord with the council’s policy 
of encouraging active travel. 

 Mr Brady-Campbell concluded by urging the Education Executive to not 
agree to the closure of Linlithgow Bridge nursery class. 

 Mr Brady-Campbell then responded to questions from members. 

 The Chair thanked Mr Brady-Campbell for his informative presentation. 

 

5. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE BATHGATE WEST 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

 Having declared an interest Councillor Stafford took no part in the 
following item of business. 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Bathgate West Nursery School and 
the report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Bathgate West Nursery School having considered all of the 
information contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation 
and the Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended taking account of all of the information contained in 
the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the Education Scotland 
Report it was recommended that the proposal to close Bathgate West 
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Nursery School should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment  

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Bathgate West Nursery 
School should not be agreed 

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 • Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 
demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience 

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD  

• Not sufficient information on the current roll numbers at 
Windyknowe Primary School Nursery Class  

• Given that a decision was made not to re-open Bathgate West 
Nursery following temporary closure it has not be possible to 
identify all of the children and young people that would be affected 
or that consultees might not engage fully with a proposal relating to 
the nursery 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications. 

 Prior to moving his amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Miller to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Miller stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£256,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Miller and seconded by Councillor Smith 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
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comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£256,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment Abstain 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
Sally Pattle 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Veronica Smith 
 

Lynne McEwen 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 12 votes to 7 with 1 
abstention, 1 member having declared an interest and 2 members absent 
and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

6. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE OUR LADY'S 
NURSERY CLASS, STONEYBURN 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Our Lady’s Nursery Class, 
Stoneyburn and the report by Education Scotland addressing educational 
aspects of the proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Our Lady’s Nursery Class, Stoneyburn having considered all of the 
information contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation 
and the Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it was recommended that the proposal to 
close Our Lady’s Nursery Class, Stoneyburn should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 



DATA LABEL: Public  81 
 

 Amendment 

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Our lady’s Nursery 
Class should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 
• Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 

demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• It has not been sufficiently demonstrated that the council will have 
an effective strategy in place to promote denominational education 
or that the views of the Archdiocese have been considered 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD. 

• Do not agree that forecast numbers of children in the area has 
taken account of new planning permission granted recently in the 
area 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings will be able to meet demand. 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£120,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
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Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£120,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
Sally Pattle 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Lynne McEwen 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 12 votes to 9, with 2 
members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

 7. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE DEANS NORTH 
NURSERY CLASS 

 Having declared an interest Lynne McEwen (Appointed Representative) 
took no part in the following item of business. 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Deans North Nursery Class and the 
report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Deans North Nursery Class having considered all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
Deans North Nursery Class should be agreed. 
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 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment 

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Deans North Nursery 
Class should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 
• Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 

demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings has been accurately calculated 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD.  

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£215,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 
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 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£215,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Sally Pattle 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 11 votes to 9, with 1 
member having declared an interest and 2 members absent and it was 
agreed accordingly. 

 

8. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE GLENVUE NURSERY 
SCHOOL 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Glenvue Nursery School and the 
report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Glenvue Nursery School having considered all of the information 
contained in the 

Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the Education Scotland 
Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
Glenvue Nursery School should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 
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 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment  

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Glenvue Nursery 
School should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 
• Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 

demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings has been accurately calculated 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD. 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£182,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
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£182,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Peter Heggie 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Lynne McEwen 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Sally Pattle 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the amendment was successful by 11 votes to 10 with 2 
members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

9. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE LADYWELL 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Ladywell Nursery School and the 
report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Ladywell Nursery School having considered all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
Ladywell Nursery School should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment 

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
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Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Ladywell Nursery 
School should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 
• Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 

demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings has been accurately calculated 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD. 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£243,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£243,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
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Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Sally Pattle 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 11 votes to 9, with 3 
members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

10. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE FAULDHOUSE 
NURSERY CLASS 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Fauldhouse Nursery Class and the 
report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Fauldhouse Nursery School having considered all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
Fauldhouse Nursery Class should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment  

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Fauldhouse Nursery 
Class should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 • Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 
demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
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to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings has been accurately calculated 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD. 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£264,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£264,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Sally Pattle 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 11 votes to 9, with 3 
members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 
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11. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE ST ANTHONY'S 
NURSERY CLASS, ARMADALE 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close St Anthony’s Nursery Class, 
Armadale and the report by Education Scotland addressing educational 
aspects of the proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close St Anthony’s Nursery Class, Armadale having considered all of the 
information contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation 
and the Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
St Anthony’s Nursery Class, Armadale should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor Conn 

 Amendment  

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close St Anthony’s Nursery 
Class should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 • Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 
demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• It has not been sufficiently demonstrated that the council will have 
an effective strategy in place to promote denominational education 
or that the views of the Archdiocese have been considered 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
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settings has been accurately calculated 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD 

• Insufficient data modelling re increase in number of children due to 
large scale house construction planned in Bathville. 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£344,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£344,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment Abstain 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Mark Bonallo 
Peter Doolan 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

Sally Pattle 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 11 votes to 8 with 1 
abstention and 3 members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

12. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE ST JOSEPH'S 
NURSERY CLASS, WHITBURN 
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 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close St Joseph’s Nursery Class, Whitburn 
and the report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of 
the proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close St Joseph’s Nursery Class, Whitburn having considered all of the 
information contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation 
and the Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
St Joseph’s Nursery Class, Whitburn should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment  

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close St Joseph’s Nursery 
Class should not be agreed. 

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 • Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 
demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• It has not been sufficiently demonstrated that parents/carers views 
have been given due consideration 

• It has not been sufficiently demonstrated that the council will have 
an effective strategy in place to promote denominational education 
or that the views of the Archdiocese have been considered 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings has been accurately calculated 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
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in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
account for the financial implications. 

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£154,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£154,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Peter Heggie 
Danny Logue 
Susan Manion 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
David Russell 

Heather Hughes 
Peter Doolan 
Maria MacAulay 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Sally Pattle 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 11 votes to 8, with 4 
members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

13. FINAL REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL TO CLOSE LINLITHGOW 
BRIDGE NURSERY CLASS 

 Having declared an interest Councillor Pattle took no part in the following 
item of business 

 To inform the Education Executive of the outcome of the statutory 
consultation on the proposal to close Linlithgow Bridge Nursery Class and 
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the report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal. 

To invite Members of the Education Executive to consider the proposal to 
close Linlithgow Bridge Nursery Class having considered all of the 
information contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation 
and the Education Scotland Report. 

 It was recommended that taking account of all of the information 
contained in the Final Report of the Statutory Consultation and the 
Education Scotland Report it is recommended that the proposal to close 
Linlithgow Bridge Nursery Class should be agreed. 

 Motion 

 To approve the recommendations of the report. 

 - Moved by Councillor Fitzpatrick and seconded by Councillor 
Manion 

 Amendment 

 Having taken account of all of the comments received during the Statutory 
Consultation, the comments received by Education Scotland and 
information contained in the Integrated Impact Assessment Education 
Executive is of the view that the proposal to close Linlithgow Bridge 
Nursery Class should not be agreed.  

 The material considerations supporting this decision include: 

 • Educational Benefits of the closure have not been sufficiently 
demonstrated 

• Alternative provision options do not provide like for like experience  

• Financial Impact report does not include any information in relation 
to additional revenue costs to the council as a result of children 
moving to alternative provision settings  

• Reject the assumption made within the Integrated Impact 
Assessment that “there will be no disproportionate impact on any 
group with protected characteristics, any group based on socio-
economic background, or on human or children’s rights” 

• It has not been sufficiently demonstrated that the council will have 
an effective strategy in place to promote denominational education 
or that the views of the Archdiocese have been considered 

• Do not agree that capacity available in alternative provision 
settings has been accurately calculated 

• It has not been sufficiently demonstrated that parents/carers views 
have been given due consideration 

• Not sufficient data or evidence to support the assumption that 
transition arrangements will result in positive outcomes, particularly 
in relation to children with ASN or those living in areas defined as 
quintile 1 in the SIMD 

 Officers should report back on alternative revenue saving measures to 
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account for the financial implications.  

 Prior to moving her amendment, the Chair invited Councillor Stafford to 
adjust some of the wording in the amendment in accordance with 
Standing Order 15(7) which required the inclusion of financial implications 
and to clarify where officers should report back to on the matter. 
Councillor Stafford stated that the financial implications would amount to 
£241,000 additional revenue saving measures and that a report would be 
required to go back to the next available meeting of the Education 
Executive on those additional savings. 

 - Moved by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McKee 
Shemilt 

 The Chair then invited the Head of Finance and Property Services to 
comment on the financial implications of the amendment in terms of 
Standing Order 15(7). He confirmed that if the amendment was 
successful then the council would require to find additional savings of 
£241,000. 

 An electronic vote was conducted. The result was as follows: - 

 Motion Amendment 

 
Tom Conn 
Lawrence Fitzpatrick 
Danny Logue 
Andrew McGuire 
Anne McMillan 
Craig Meek 
George Paul 
Tony Pearson 
Susan Manion 
David Russell 

Peter Doolan 
Peter Heggie 
Heather Hughes 
Maria MacAulay 
Moira McKee Shemilt 
Andrew Miller 
Veronica Smith 
Pauline Stafford 

 Decision 

 Following a vote, the motion was successful by 10 votes to 8 with 4 
members absent and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

14. EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE DELIVER PLAN 2025-2027 

 To provide Education Executive with an update on the delivery of Early 
Learning and Childcare (ELC) in West Lothian and to consider officer 
proposals as outlined in the report. 

 1. To note the update on the delivery of Early learning and Childcare 
(ELC) and changes in models of provision at three settings.  

2. To approve the change of start date for eligible children aged 3 
years to statutory requirements from August 2026.  

3. To approve the inclusion of the setting of charges for Buy Extra 
Nursery Hours (BENH) as part of the council’s annual Budget 
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process from February 2026.    
4. To approve the charges for Buy Extra Nursery Hours (BENH) for 

financial year 2025/26.  
5. To note the improvement activities that support all ELC 

establishments providing funded ELC in West Lothian during 
2024/25 and the ELC Plan of support for 2025/26. 

 Decision 

 To approve the recommendations of the report 

 

15. REVIEW OF DECHMONT INFANT SCHOOL MOTHBALLING 

 To invite Education Executive to review the decision to mothball 
Dechmont Infant School and Dechmont Infant School Nursery Class. 

 1. To approve the continued mothballing of Dechmont Infant School 
and Dechmont Infant School Nursery Class for School Session 
2025/2026. 

 2. To agree that these arrangements will be reviewed annually, with 
the next review to take place in early 2026 in order to enable re-
opening in school year 2026/27 should that be the outcome of the 
review. Officers will make their recommendation on whether the 
school would remain mothballed in future years based on the 
projected roll, and the ability to deliver the curriculum and provide a 
good quality education. 

 Decision 

 To approve the recommendations of the report 

 
 
 

 


