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MINUTE of MEETING of the DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of 
WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL held within COUNCIL CHAMBERS, WEST LOTHIAN 
CIVIC CENTRE, on 6 JUNE 2018. 
 
Present – Councillors Tom Kerr (Chair), Stuart Borrowman, William Boyle, Harry 
Cartmill, Pauline Clark and David Tait 

 
Apologies – Councillors Charles Kennedy and Lawrence Fitzpatrick 

 
Absent – Councillor Dom McGuire 

 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Agenda Item 8 (App No.0222/FUL/18) – Councillor Stuart Borrowman 
declared that he had been visited by the applicant but had only provided 
guidance on the planning process and had not commented on the merits 
of the application and therefore would participate in the item of business; 

 Agenda Item 10 (App No.0291/H/18) – Councillor Tom Kerr declared that 
he had been visited by the applicant but had not offered an opinion on the 
application so would participate in the item of business; and 

 Agenda Item 5 (App No.1058/P/17) – Councillor David Tait declared that 
he had called the application to committee on behalf of the applicant but 
would participate in the item of business  

 

2. ORDER OF BUSINESS, INCLUDING NOTICE OF URGENT BUSINESS 
AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY URGENT BUSINESS 

 The Chair ruled in terms of Standing Order 11 that he would be takin the 
agenda in the following order :- Agenda Items 8, 9 and 10, followed by 
Agenda Items 5, 6and 7. This was in order to facilitate attendance by 
council officers. 

 

3. MINUTE 

 The committee approved the Minute of its meeting held on 9 May 2018. 
The Minute was thereafter signed by the Chair. 

 

4. APPLICATION NO.0222/FUL/18 

 The committee considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) 
by the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration. 

 Application No. Proposal Recommendation 

 0222/FUL/18 Planning permission 
for the erection of 15 
houses on land to the 
north of Main Street, 

Refuse planning 
permission 
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Westfield 

 The committee noted that whilst the agent, Ms Ann Cunningham, had 
requested to speak she had been unable to attend the meeting. Therefore 
the committee agreed to hear the applicant instead, Mr Charlie Miller, who 
spoke in support of the application. 

 Decision 

 To refuse planning permission 
 

5. APPLICATION NO.0258/H/18 

 The committee considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) 
by the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
concerning an application as follows :- 

 Application No. Proposal Recommendation 

 0258/H/18 Extension to house at 
35 Birniehill Avenue, 
Bathgate 

Grant planning 
permission 

 Decision 

 To continue the application for one cycle so the letter of objection could 
be included in the committee report. 

 

6. APPLICATION NO.0291/H/18 

 The committee considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) 
by the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
concerning an application as follows :- 

 Application No. Proposal Recommendation 

 0291/H/18 Erection of a 2m high 
timber fence and siting 
of a storage container 
at Laurelbank, 
Ecclemachan, 
Broxburn 

Grant planning 
permission subject  to 
conditions 

 Decision 

 To continue the application for one cycle to allow for the letter of objection 
to be included in the committee report. 

 

7. APPLICATION NO.1058/P/17  

 The committee considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) 
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by the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
concerning an application as follows :- 

 Application No. Proposal Recommendation 

 1058/P/17 Planning permission in 
principle for a 0.59ha 
residential 
development at land at 
Auldhill Road, 
Bridgend 

Refuse planning 
permission in principle 

 The committee then heard the applicant’s agent, Mr Stuart Banks, speak 
in support of the application. 

 Motion 

 To approve the terms of the report and refuse planning permission. 

 - Moved by the Chair and seconded by Councillor Stuart Borrowman 

 Amendment 

 To grant planning permission as the proposal complied with polices HOU1 
and ENV2 of the existing West Lothian Local Plan and whilst the 
emerging plan had de-designated the land as no longer being suitable for 
residential development this plan had still to be signed off by the Scottish 
Government. 

 - Moved by Councillor David Tait and seconded by Councillor Willie 
Boyle 

 A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows :- 

 Motion Amendment 

 Stuart Borrowman Willie Boyle 

 Harry Cartmill Pauline Clark 

 Tom Kerr David Tait 

 Decision 

 Following a roll call vote for which the motion and amendment received 
three votes each the Chair used his casting vote in favour of the motion 
and it was agreed accordingly. 

 

8. APPLICATION NO.0114/FUL/18  

 The committee considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) 
by the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
concerning an application as follows :- 
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 Application No. Proposal Recommendation 

 0114/FUL/18 Erection of 
containerised 
electricity storage 
facility with battery 
storage units, ancillary 
equipment, power 
coated weldmesh 
fence and access track 
(as amended) at land 
at west of Mossbank 
Cottages, Drumcross, 
Bathgate 

Grant planning 
permission subject to 
conditions 

 The committee then heard the applicant, Alastair Yule, speak in support of 
the application 

 Motion 

 To approve the terms of the report and grant planning permission subject 
to conditions 

 - Moved by the Chair and seconded by Councillor Harry Cartmill 

 Amendment 

 To refuse planning permission as the application did not comply with 
policies HOU9, ENV23, DES1, ENV1, ENV3 and NRG4 of the West 
Lothian Local Plan. 

 - Moved by Councillor Willie Boyle and seconded by Councillor 
Pauline Clark 

 A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows :- 

 Motion Amendment 

 Stuart Borrowman Willie Boyle 

 Harry Cartmill Pauline Clark 

 Tom Kerr  

 David Tait  

 Decision 

 Following a roll call vote the motion was successful by 4 votes to 2 and it 
was agreed accordingly. 

 

9. APPLICATION NO.0121/FUL/18 
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 As Councillor Willie Boyle had not attended the committee meeting on 9 
May 2018 when the following application had been discussed in some 
detail he did not participate in the item of business. 

 The committee considered a report (copies of which had been circulated) 
by the Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration 
concerning an application as follows :- 

 Application No. Proposal Recommendation 

 0121/FUL/18 Installation of storage 
containers, generator 
and sub-station for the 
operation of a biomass 
drier (in retrospect) at 
Ormiston Farm, 
Kirknewton 

Grant planning 
permission subject to 
conditions 

 The Chair ruled that a request to address committee, received from 
Tammie Nicholson, would not be heard as it had been received out with 
the time allowed for the submission of requests. 

 The Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration was 
then invited by the Chair to comment on the request to speak by a 
representative of Kirknewton Community Council. The Head of Planning, 
Economic Development and Regeneration explained that whilst the 
request from the community council had been received in time the 
community council had not made any representation of the application 
therefore they advised that in addressing committee they could neither 
support or object to the application. 

 The committee then heard local resident, Ms Gail Whealing, speak in 
support of her objections to the application. 

 The committee then heard Mr Victor Garrad, Kirknewton Community 
Council, speak about the application. 

 The committee then heard Mr Ian Downie, the applicant’s agent, speak in 
support of the application. 

 Decision 

 To approve the terms of the report and granted planning permission 
subject to conditions. 

 

10. LIST OF DELEGATED DECISIONS 

 The Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration had 
delegated powers to issue decisions on planning application and 
enforcement power. 

 A list (copies of which had been circulated) of delegated decisions and 
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enforcement action for the period 4 May to 18 May 2018 was submitted 
for the information of committee. 

 Decision 

 To note the list of delegated decisions 
 

11. APPEALS :- 

a) The committee noted that the following appeal which had been submitted 
to Scottish Ministers following refusal of planning permission had been 
upheld :- 

 Application No. Proposal 

 0635/FUL/16 Erection of 14 flats at Creamery 
Garage, Bathgate 

b) The committee noted that the following appeal had been submitted to 
Scottish Ministers following refusal of planning permission :- 

 Application No. Proposal 

 0411/P/17 Planning in principle for residential 
development at Hens Nest Road, 
East Whitburn 

 

 


