
Appendix 1

Role of School Link Officers in West Lothian Schools

1) The objectives of the School Link Officer pilot project are to:-

Support young people to become successful learners, confident
individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens.
Provide an educational input into the curriculum, for example in
relation to drugs and alcohol and personal safety.
Reduce the incidents of anti-social behaviour and victimisation
amongst young people.
Provide a safe and secure school community which enhances the
learning environment.
Engage with young people, challenge unacceptable behaviour, and
help them develop a respect for themselves and their community.
Ensure that young people remain in education, actively learning, and
achieving their full potential.
Improve relationships between the police, schools and young people
and parents, in order to maximise co-operation to improve community
safety.

2) The roles of School Link Officers will be as follows:-

2.1 Contributing to personal and social education, and supporting the delivery
of education in relation to health and well-being, drugs and alcohol,
personal safety and citizenship in conjunction with teaching staff

2.2 Reduce offending by pupils through:-
Improving contacts with local police officers
Providing early intervention with pupils who come to the
attention of police
Supporting restorative justice
Supporting behaviour contracts
Building capacity in schools to deal with conflict constructively

2.3 Identify and supporting pupils at risk of becoming victims or offenders
by:-

Working with all relevant partners
Attending Cluster Resource Groups and other multi-agency and
school-based groups as appropriate

2.4 Reducing truancy, unexplained absence and exclusions by:-
Working with partners to identify and address reasons for
behaviour giving rise to absence and exclusion

2.5 Support school staff dealing with incidents of crime, victimisation and
anti-social behaviour by:-



Addressing crimes and incidents within the school
Working with staff to identify those responsible for criminal
and anti-social behaviour within the school and wider
community and addressing the issues concerned
Working with staff to identify and address cases of bullying

2.6 Support pupils through periods of transition by:-
Working with the primary schools within the cluster
Identifying and supporting vulnerable pupils through transition
Providing inputs to primary pupils on relevant topics

2.7 Promoting the full participation of all pupils in the life of the school and its
wider community

2.8 Establishing a positive image of the police force and providing a positive
role model

2.9 Working with parents

2.10 Undertaking an operational policing approach in a way that fulfils a
prevention and deterrence role and supports victims of crime

3) The above roles are intended to be delivered flexibly in response to the
specific and changing needs and circumstances of the schools involved.

4) The Headteacher will direct the day to day activities and duties of the School
Link  Officer,  in  line  with  the  above  roles.   The  School  Link  Officer  will
continue to have all the powers and responsibilities of a police officer and will
be responsible to the Chief Constable.


