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REPORT ON PROGRESS OF REGENERATION PLANNING

REPORT BY HEAD OF PLANNING, ECONOMIC DEVELOMENT AND REGENERATION

A.

PURPOSE OF REPORT

The purpose of this report is to inform the Local Area Committee of progress on
partner activities, regeneration planning and other activities in within the ward.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the committee notes the report.

SUMMARY OF IMPLICATIONS

[ Council Values

Il Policy and Legal (including
Strategic Environmental
Assessment, Equality Issues,
Health or Risk Assessment)

[l Implications for Scheme of
Delegations to Officers

IV Impact on performance and
performance Indicators

\% Relevance to Single Outcome
Agreement

VI  Resources - (Financial,

Staffing and Property)

VIl  Consideration at PDSP

VIl Other consultations

Focusing on our customers' needs. Being
honest, open and accountable. providing
equality of  opportunities; developing
employees; making best use of our resources;
working in partnership.

Appropriate assessments will be carried out
as required.

None, although the report sets out a one-off
delegate for the Head of Planning, Economic
Development & Regeneration to approve and
disburse grant funding in April 2021.

None.

The proposal does not raise any matters of
conflict with the single outcome agreement.

Funding and staffing resources in the COVID-
19 response are detailed in the body of the
report.

The Voluntary Organisations PDSP
considered a similar COVID-19 response
report in September 2020.

Extensive consultation has been carried out
with the third sector and communities in
framing the council’s response.
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TERMS OF THE REPORT
Background

The report updates the committee on the work of the Community Planning and
Regeneration Team and its partners to support communities in Linlithgow, with a
particular focus on the village of Bridgend, one of 13 areas covered by the local
plans required by the Scottish Government as part of their Community
Empowerment approach and reported through the Community Planning Partnership.

These areas were identified as priority areas due to being within the bottom 20% of
data zones in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation.

Partnership support in Bridgend
Linlithgow Young People Project (LYPP)

In recent months LYPP have continued to support Bridgend young people though:

e 4 online chat drop in sessions a week

e 1 Friday night zoom

e 1 Fortnightly Bridgend Zoom event

e Delivered an Easter programme design and run by youth volunteers where 6
young people from Bridgend attended the baking and mocktail making zoom
events.

e They continue to supply disposable masks to be taken for free from the shop
(over 300 taken so far).

e We have also printed 300 copies of the second edition of the Bridgend
Community Newsletter (see appendix 1) and had them distributed via the
shop and the primary school. Prizes were also delivered to 8 of the young
people who took part in the competition.

e They have nominated and been successful in seeking one off gifts of £150
each for 2 families in the village.

e 3 young people have gained Saltire Awards for their volunteering during
lockdown.

e In partnership with Dominoes pizza they delivered 45 pizza's to young
people’s families to mark the year anniversary of Lockdown.

They continue to produce videos for young people to watch and have just come to
the end of their Carpool Kareoke videos and employment series (which had been
extended). The next video series will focus on volunteering opportunities within the
Linlithgow Area before moving on to a health and fitness series.

They have restarted the mentoring programme in Bridgend Primary school and it is
hoped that with the lockdown easing they can return to the village for street work at
the start of May followed by football and organised activities outside shortly after.

15t Step

1st Step, based in Linlithgow, provide a number of support services including their
cafe and recovery meetings in Linlithgow which have always been well attended by
people from Bridgend. Covid-19 meant that we had to suspend our cafe, which had
supported lots of people with excess food each week.

Before lockdown they had been using the Bridgend Community Centre as a training
kitchen for their Mustard Seed social enterprise that offers outside catering.
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Like other charities 1%t Step were quick to adapt and started to deliver essential items
to people in our networks. This quickly grew with the changing demands of the
pandemic into quite a large operation. This included joining the West Lothian Food
Insecurity Network which has been hugely beneficial. As well as our own direct
networks we have been receiving referrals from the NHS, criminal justice teams,
domestic violence support services and other third sector organisations.

In Bridgend as well as our existing networks we have been working with LYPP,
Action For Children worker (based at the primary school) who has referred quite a
few families to us. As well as the food received through being part of the WL food
network, they also distribute excess food from Fareshare.

They are now delivering to quite a large number of households in Bridgend. These
deliveries are really valued and have given us an opportunity to build bridges into the
community.

Looking forward they have been speaking to partners, including the Community
Centre, LYPP, the shop owner and local people who are very keen that they support
a pilot community larder, anchored by local people. They have spoken to LYPP
about the great opportunity for their young people to get involved and have a real
voice into how it develops. There would be volunteering opportunities that would
have the potential to help them gain qualifications, transferrable skills and enable
them to have a strong voice of a really valuable new asset in their community.

This will be looked at further once it is Covid-19 safe to do so and they have spoken
to WLC and it has been agreed that this will be supported without having to pay rent
given the community benefit.

Bridgend Primary School

With the children all back safely in school and the restrictions easing there are more
possibilities available. Currently some of the children have been involved in planting
wild flower seeds at the entrance to the pump track. Though there have been some
ongoing issues, particularly after the weekend, with broken glass/bottles being
thrown into the school grounds from the pump track.

They have also had children involved in a litter pick around the school area - 7 bags
of rubbish on one particular day. We are building this into our curriculum and
classes have been in the local woods where the focus has been on looking after our
local environment.

As always, there is a continued focus on anti-bullying and socially acceptable
behaviour and also online safety.

P3/4 and their Hive children will be using the 'Google Build your Legend' where they
build a robot. They are also involved in a STEM project 'Little Lighthouse' which talks
about renewable energy and they construct their lighthouse and put lights inside.

Returning from COVID-19 there will be a real push on physical health and wellbeing
and Workout Wednesday sessions with Studio 44 have been reintroduced. This
should have an impact on emotional health and wellbeing too.

Bridgend Partners Group

As lockdown eases new meetings of the Partners Group will be scheduled to get
back into a regular pattern to identify and develop actions to support the community.
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Linlithgow Town Centre

Town Centre Management Group

The Linlithgow & Linlithgow Bridge Town Management Group is currently:

Reviewing ‘street clutter’ on the High Street, looking at redundant or
excessive street furniture including columns and signage poles;

Considering the ‘Spaces for People’ project, the effect the works had on the
area, and if any elements could be carried forward; and

Improving the Station Road area, making the area better for pedestrians.

One Linlithgow (BID)

One Linlithgow is currently looking at:

The delivery of ‘digital markets’ to allow businesses to trade during COVID19
restrictions;

Exploring the viability of reintroducing the monthly ‘farmers market’ to boost
footfall, and

Working with partners on the delivery of a printed Linlithgow Visitor Guide for
21/22

Visit West Lothian

Visit West Lothian is:

Developing a Linlithgow Audio Tour which will allow users to easily access
audio itineraries.

Producing professional quality audio guides to Linlithgow based on themes
such as ‘History & Heritage’ and ‘Linlithgow’s Relationship with TV & Film’.

Developing a new ‘Outdoor Activities’ section of the website where visitors
can plan their won West Lothian walk.

Working with West Lothian tourism businesses on producing promotional
activities ahead of reopening.

Council Buildings

In line with the Scottish Government route map, some community activities were able
to resume in council-owned facilities from 26 April.

Council officers have been working with management committees to identify groups
whose activities can report , such as essential youth services, indoor sports courts
and museums/libraries.

Other activities are scheduled to return in May or June, such as indoor group
exercise and soft play.
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In Linlithgow the Burgh Halls café reopened for takeaway only on Monday, 26 April.
The plan is to run this for a couple of weeks then open the café fully for sit-in,
alongside opening the toilets and gallery. Then further down the line having
meetings and events.

Similarly the Museum is able to reopen with agreement on access/egress, control of
footfall etc and having appropriate cleaning regimes in place.

Appropriate physical distancing and hygiene measures will be in place in all
community facilities to ensure the safety of staff and visitors.

Town Centre Capital Fund 2019/20 and 20/21

Officers continue to support the delivery of the agreed Scottish Government Town
Centre Capital Fund projects within Linlithgow. An update is provided in a separate
report.

CONCLUSION

Economic Development and Regeneration continue to deliver and support the work
of partners in the ward. The report highlights some of the areas of work and in
particular the activities of partners in Bridgend.

BACKGROUND REFERENCES

Council Executive, 26 May 2020,
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/submissiondocuments.asp?submissionid=4572
7

Vol Orgs PDSP, 24 September 2020,
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/submissiondocuments.asp?submissionid=4633
0

Appendices/Attachments:

Appendix 1 LYPP Community Newsletter2

Contact Persons:
Alice Mitchell, Economic Development and Regeneration Manager, tel: 01506 283079;
email alice.mitchell@westlothian.gov.uk

Douglas Grierson, Regeneration Team Leader, tel: 07500816852
email douglas.grierson@westlothian.gov.uk

Craig McCorriston

Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regeneration
4 May 2021


https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/submissiondocuments.asp?submissionid=45727
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/submissiondocuments.asp?submissionid=45727
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/submissiondocuments.asp?submissionid=46330
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/submissiondocuments.asp?submissionid=46330
mailto:alice.mitchell@westlothian.gov.uk
mailto:douglas.grierson@westlothian.gov.uk
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Last month LYPP, along with the help of the young people,
managed to distribute 350 Bridgend Community Newsletters
around the village and we hope that you received yours safely
through the door. For this edition unfortunately we are unable
to do this due to restrictions however we're delighted that they
will be given to pupils at Bridgend Primary School to take
home and available in the shop for you to collect.

Following the first edition, we received a few pieces of helpful
feedback which we have tried to address. One of these
observations was that the font was slightly small and difficult
to read and as such this has been increased and we hope this
will make it clearer for people.

With the hint of warmth starting to break through the icy wind,
and ever more people receiving their vaccine | trust that is
giving us all a renewed sense of hope for the months to come
and hopefully something of normality in the near future.

| hope you enjoy this edition again,

Graeme

Thank you to everyone who has made this edition of the
Bridgend Community Newsletter possible!

Ist Step, Access2Employment, The Advice Shop, Bridgend
Community Centre, Bridgend Primary School, Linlithgow
Young People’s Project, Pardovan, Kingscavil and
Winchburgh Parish Church, Playbase, Police Scotland,
WLC Youth Services, those in the community who have
contributed and the young people of Bridgend.
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The Bridgend Community Newsletter is produced by the young

people of Bridgend with the support and assistance of

Linlithgow Young People’s Project.

If you would like anything included in future editions highlighting

information or events for the village then please submit them to:

benelypp.org.uk
LYPP Linlithgow

LYPP_lounge

Whilst we will do our best to include everything as you've sent it,

we may need to adjust it by adding or subtracting pictures and

editing the content to fit the pages.

FIRSTLY, A
THANK YOU

‘Thank’ ‘you’ are two words we use
every day however they are so
important to say, and even more
important to hear. Whether that's
thank you for something huge, or
something small, those two little
words build community and each
other.

So in each edition of the BCN, we
want to say thank you to someone
who is part of the Bridgend
Community for what they have
done. When you have your
nomination please send it to
benelypp.org.uk

TO COUNCILLORS
CONN, KERR AND TAIT

THANK YOU!

LYPP want to say a huge thank you to
your local Councillors Tom Kerr and David
Tait who have agreed to help fund the
next year of the BCN.

We also want to say thank you to
Councillor Tom Conn who has helped
fund a new LEGO Club at Bridgend
Primary School, which we aim to start
after the summer.

We are so grateful for this support as
with out their generous input these
initiatives would not be able to happen.



A COMMUNITY CAN SIMPLY
BE THOUGHT OF AS A
GROUP OF PEOPLE WITH
SIMILARITIES, WHETHER THAT
IS BASED ON LOCATION,
BELIEFS OR INTERESTS.

A GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT
HAS MORE TO UNITE THEM
THAN DIVIDE THEM.
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In this edition of the BCN we want to
launch our ‘'Community Voices’ area.
This will be a space for the Bridgend
Community to highlight their
thoughts, insights and relevant
announcements.

We want this page to be an honest,
helpful and uplifting outlet for the
village to build upon the already
strong community spirit.

If you have something you want included please send it to us using the detdils
at the front. Please remember any input will be screened and may be edited
before being printed to ensure it fits this sections purpose.

Please remember if you want to
attract birds to your garden to
use raised bird feeders. Seed
and bread on the ground may
only attract mice and rats!

This last year has been hard for

us all however for some it has
been particularly difficult with the loss of
a loved one or friend. Over the last year
we sadly lost the following members of
our community:

Janet Russell Billy Whyte

Jim Wynne Mary Musznski
David Sanderson Cammie MacArthur
Davey Cochrane Tommy Crosbie
Cyril Deans Gordon Connor
Ronnie Smith

If we have missed anyone we apologise
and know they will be loved and
missed by many also.

Congratulations LYPP and
thank you for the new Bridgend
Community Newsletter!

Those of us who worked on the old
Bridgend Bulletin are delighted that
you've taken up the baton and we wish
you well with the enterprise.

We look forward to keeping up with the
news, ideas & information you
bring us.

Thank you everyone for wearing

a mask. Wearing one helps to

keep everyone else safe, even
when some people have had the jab.

It will be a while before we are free of
the virus so we need to keep wearing
masks to stop covid spreading and THEN
we might get our lives back to

normal - more or less!



Pardovan, Kingscavil & o e
Winchburgh Parish Church

GREETINGS FROM THE PARISH CHURCH! DURING
THE PAST FEW MONTHS WE HAVE HAD TO RETURN
TO HOLDING OUR SERVICES ON ZOOM. HOWEVER

THE PROSPECT OF RETURNING FOR EASTER TO
WORSHIP IN PERSON AT KINGSCAVIL IS HOPEFUL!

When we return to Sunday worship it will still be
necessary to pre-book as we are limited in capacity due
to the 2 metre distancing rule. This means we can take
up to 48 people depending on if it is individuals, pairs or
families. If you plan to attend a Sunday service please
email pkwzoomeoutlook.com or phone the Session Clerk,

Billy Taylor on 07899 803638 to confirm your space.

Easter celebrations or spring events won't be as we
traditionally enjoy them this year, but, however you
spend your Easter we hope you have restful time.

To keep up to date
with the current
dates for re-opening
worship please refer
to the church’s
website
www.pkwla.co.uk
or our Facebook

page.

Smile with Playbase

Our Playbase zoom sessions of ‘Monday Night Munch’ and ‘Bridgend Bingo’ has now
given way to getting our families out and about and reconnecting with the beauty of
Bridgend! Step into Spring has had our parents use pedometers to get their steps up
through walking and talking. Impressive that we can still blether while trying to walk
up the Kingscavil!

Our children’s play sessions are now back up and hopping along
towards our special Easter programme and there might be even be

a special appearance from the Playbase Bunny!

If any families are not involved yet but would like to be, then please
message Leigh on the ‘Playbase West Lothian" Facebook page.

Easter Jokes from Playbase
Why shouldn’t you tickle an Easter egg?  Because it might crack up....

How do you make Rabbit stew? Make him wait for 4 hours....

Remember if you think you have a joke that’s better than Leigh’s and
want it included - send it to benelypp.org.uk for the next edition!
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Ist Step Bikes

BUILDING RECOVERY ONE BIKE AT A TIME

If you want to challenge a decision made
about a benefit, you need to make sure you
follow the right procedure if you want to try
and get the decision changed.

The Advice Shop is able to assist you with advice and assistance to fully understand
the process of mandatory reconsideration and lodging an appeal to the appeal

tribunal.

We are able to provide a specialist advisor, trained in the appeal process, who
would be able to highlight any difficulties to challenge the decision. If your case
needs to go before an appeal tribunal our staff would be able to assist with

representation of your case.
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Bridgend Nursery
& Primary School

We are delighted to be able to welcome back all of our children to Bridgend
Nursery and Primary School. Whilst we continue to focus on Health and
Wellbeing in school and nursery the focus is also on the learning and finding
out where the children are and what we can do to support and enhance their
learning. The school looking at our three school rules ‘Ready, Respectful and
Safe’ and we are encouraging all children to go ‘Above and Beyond' in their
learning, attitude and behaviour.

The children in our early years provision have been spending lots of time in our
garden. They have been particularly curious about slugs and worms and have
even created 'worm houses' using bricks, mud, grass and wood. This has led to
lots of discussion about worms, such as, what they eat and what worms feel
like! Over the past few days the children have been making the most of the
good weather and even having their snack in the garden. During their time
outdoors the children have been noticing seasonal changes; our daffodils are
now growing and the sun is lovely and warm!

Primary 1/2 have been enjoying learning some French in class with ‘Georges’
the puppet. They have been working on greetings and saying how they are
feeling in French. As well as French, the children have been introduced to some
Mandarin when they linked with the project co-ordinator from the RZSS (Zoo)
to learn about pandas and their senses. Improving listening skills has been
another focus and the children are learning the common skills for listening and
talking. This is already having an impact on the children’s focus during class
lessons. The children have been enjoying investigating through science
challenges and making predictions about what they think will happen.

Primary 3/4 are learning about the Fairtrade scheme as

part of our ‘Charlie and the Chocolate factory’ novel study.

They have been looking at chocolate and its journey from

bean to bar. They carried out experiments to determine

whether the pitch of sound affects the taste of chocolate and will look at
melting points and whether they change dependant on the cocoa content. As
they are learning about the structure of information reports, they will complete
their study by writing a report of the journey of chocolate.

For Primary 5/6/7 it has been a challenge to face more online learning, but
they have faced it head on and many of our learners have shown fantastic
commitment to engaging online and maintaining their education throughout
these difficult times. P5-7 have continued the fast-paced learning since
January, and this will continue now that the children are back in school. During
British science week the children engaged in a variety of topical science
challenges, including making gliders and inventing innovations for the future.
Who knows we might have some future inventors from Primary 5-7!!
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West Lothian Council CLD Youth
Services have made some
‘Springfest’ packs for young
people. These are filled full of fun
activities that you can do at home

JOin US -For by yourself or together with the

family. There is even a chance to

Springfes*I win a bike if you enter the
[

competitions.

Look out for further information
online or contact Tracy
tracy.waddellewestlothian.gov.uk
for further details!

We hope everyone had a lovely Christmas

°
and New Year with their families! Sadly not Brldgend
much has changed since the last newsletter communi

with regards to the Community Centre and
groups returning, however we continue to cenlllre
complete all necessary checks to ensure

everything is up and running when groups are able to start coming back!

We are hopeful that as soon as the government guidance changes we can get
groups back and advertise what's on and when! If anyone is looking to start a new

group at the centre please get in touch with us.

How has Covid-19
affected you?

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Bridgend Planning

Group (Council officers, community groups and community
planning partners) would like to hear how COVID 19 and its impacts, have affected
you, your loved ones, neighbours and community. In the next newsletter (due in July)
we will include a link to a survey that will help us find out what the needs of the
community are and identify what services and activity you would like to see as we
hopefully move out of COVID restrictions and start looking ahead.



The ‘Access2Employment’ team are professional employment advisers, offering
tailored support to help its clients secure new or better employment, training or
educational opportunities.

1to 1 support
Our experienced team of Employment Advisers offer tailored
support and guidance online and over the phone to suit your

employment needs.

CV’s and Applications
Your CV is often a passport to a new job.
Our friendly advisers can work with you on a 1:1

basis to ensure you have a stand out CV.

Unsure how to complete an application form?

We will be happy to support you throughout this process.

Workshops H? %)

Our ONLINE workshops cover: Online Interview Skills, Job Searching,

CV's, Customer Service, Promoting yourself on Social Media and ﬂ I
the Women N2 Work & Men N2 Work Courses

;

‘A2E' VACANCY BULLETIN

Sign up to our weekly Vacancy Bulletin which

provides up-to-date, local job opportunities,

sent directly to your email every Wednesday.

The bulletin also features training opportunities,
financial and benefits advice, food and

energy support plus other assistance.

You can contact the team on
access2employmentewestlothian.gov.uk

or phone for free on
0800 032 9768




Online Scams and Fraud

Take Five is a national campaign that offers straight
forward and impartial advice to help everyone
protect themselves from preventable financial fraud.
This can be found on the Police Scotland website.

So when online before you make any decisions or
investments ....... Take Five

STOP - Taking a moment to stop and think before
parting with your money or information could keep
you safe.

CHALLENGE - Could it be fake? It's ok to reject or
ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush or
panic you.

PROTECT - Contact your bank immediately if you
think you've fallen for a scam and report it

It's important to remember that criminals are experts
at impersonation, using official branding and
language to convince you their emails are genuine.
These may even include offering you a government

grant, a reduction in your council tax or help with
Universal Credit with links leading to fake websites
designed to obtain your personal and financial
information.

My Money? MY Info? | don’t think so

Please take care when you are online before
making any decisions......Take Five

¢
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Linlithgow Young
People’s Project

A few weeks ago | was asked what Youth Work looks like without young people. And
they did have a point, we've not been able to run anything since December!

After a few moments however | replied with - ‘It looks the same’! Youth Work and LYPP
has always changed and evolved as the various groups of young people make their
way through the project. In the past we've had programmes based around music,
canoeing, rock climbing, bikes, football, baking - and even potatoes! At this time of
course our work is heavily dependant on social media and creating online content,
which admittedly has been a steep learning curve for some of us!

Through it all however our desire to work with young people where they are physically,
emotionally and socially stays the same. Whether it’s online or on a loch, we aim to
encourage and build a sense of hope, inspiring confidence in young people’s lives.

If you've not been on our social media in a while n
you've been missing out on all this!

« Ben’s Carpool Karaoke - A series of 11 hilariously
cringe worthy karaoke sessions from the leaders. u

« Employment video series - A series of videos giving you an insight as to
how the leaders ended up at LYPP, along with interview and CV tips! We
also put your questions to a Nurse, Counsellor, Photographer and Teacher
to find out what it takes to do their job.

« Challenge videos - Another series of videos where the young people have
been setting the leaders a host of challenges. From Tik Tok to famous

movie scenes, photo hunts to weird food combos it's all there.

« Bridgend Zoom drop in - Every second week we have been meeting on
Zoom with young people from Bridgend to see how they're getting on. This
is open to anyone in Sl+ and we'd love to catch up with youl!

« Online drop in - Every night Monday to Thursday between 7 and 9 leaders

will be on Facebook and Instagram!

Last year we celebrated our 30th birthday and launched our
‘30 for 30" campaign with the aim of raising £30k towards the
work of LYPP. Due to the pandemic, and as everyone loves a
party, we thought we'd continue our celebrations for and
extra year! We'd love you to join in our efforts and encourage
you, if you are planning any fundraising activities to keep LYPP
in mind as we work towards this target.



Thank you to all the young people who
sent in their amazing Easter themed
artwork for our competition! We had
drawings, decorated eggs and even
some Easter cookies! They were all
fantastic and you can see them here!

The winner was chosen by talented
local artist Meg Wallace who said,

You can see all of Meg’s work at www.megwallaceart.co.uk and we thank
her for her help and time in choosing our winner.

We were delighted to see the effort the young people had made and all
of them should feel proud of their work. Each young person to take part
will receive an Easter Egg, and the winner will receive an Easter Hamper
and copy of Meg’'s own ‘Colourful Linlithgow’ book which she has kindly
donated to us.

And finally the winner is Max Killey with his ‘Easter Egg Hunt’ picture!

Keep an eye on LYPP’s social media for next editions competition!



Well done everyone! '

Lacey Killey
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Easter Bunny Chick Basket
Hope Egg Lamb Spring
Daffodils Chocolate Cross
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