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REPORT BY HEAD OF SOCIAL POLICY

A. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To inform the Local Area Committee of the current position regarding the use of public
space CCTV.

B. RECOMMENDATION
That committee notes the report.
C. SUMMARY OF IMPLICATIONS
| Council Values Focusing on our customers’ needs
Being honest, open and accountable
Making best use of our resources
Working in partnership
| Policy and Legal (including None
Strategic Environmental
Assessment, Equality
Issues, Health or Risk

Assessment)

L Resources - (Financial, None
Staffing and Property)

IV  Consultations



TERMS OF REPORT

Background

West Lothian Council is committed to working with Community Planning Partners, in
particular Lothian and Borders Police, to maximise the value gained from CCTV as a
tool in crime prevention and detection. It is the view of the Community Planning
Partnership that CCTV can play an important part in making safer communities,
however it is not always the best or most cost effective solution.

The Council has recently reviewed the framework for the management and
maintenance of the current public space CCTV systems in West Lothian and a way to
consider proposals for new systems. The Council Executive meeting of 19 May 2009
considered a report on town centre closed circuit television in West Lothian. Copy of
the report and minute of this meeting are appended.

At present only Bathgate and Linlithgow town centres are covered by public space
CCTV with a third system covering the Fastlink bus halts. The first two systems were
installed in the late 1990’s although they have been partially upgraded since then. In
Linlithgow the control mechanisms and cabling are sound but the cameras are of
limited capability and there is no real active monitoring of the recorded images.
However, Linlithgow does have a cable link to the Contact Centre and recorded
images are sent there. The Contact Centre has the ability to transfer the material on
to Police offices at Bilston.

Future developments

The Council has allocated £615,000 in its 10 year capital programme for Town Centre
CCTV which must cover both the cost of replacing existing CCTV equipment, as it
does have a relatively short life expectancy, and for expanded coverage for other
neighbourhoods and towns. There is also now a revenue budget of £30k p.a. for the
maintenance work required to keep these three systems functioning.

In Bathgate discussions have taken place with members of the BIDS (business
improvement districts) team to engage with local traders to assess their views on
CCTV in Bathgate and to test opinion on an improved system. Bathgate BIDS
confirmed interest in active monitoring and willingness to manage a local active
monitoring regime in Bathgate Police Station as a pilot scheme at a cost to them of
approximately £20,000 p.a. This arrangement will be subject to evaluation next year.

The Council Executive also agreed that future proposals for new or extended CCTV
systems would require a business case to support the scheme with clear objectives
and quantifiable targets.

CONCLUSION
It is the view of the Community Planning Partnership that CCTV can play an important
part in making safer communities, however it is not always the best or most cost

effective solution.

There is limited financial resource available to support new or extended CCTV



systems, both in terms of the capital cost and maintenance costs. Any proposal for
new CCTV developments will require a business case to support the scheme with
clear objectives and quantifiable targets.

Ongoing discussions are taking place between council and police to consider the
potential for CCTV to support measures against crime and anti-social behaviour in
various communities, including the use of mobile CCTV units. Progress of these
discussions will be reported to the LAC in due course.

Appendices/Attachments: Council Executive meeting of 19 May 2009
Contact Person: Alan Bell,
Senior Manager Communities & Information,

Alan.bell@westlothian.gov.uk
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