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MINUTE of MEETING of the EDUCATION POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND
SCRUTINY PANEL of WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL held within COUNCIL
CHAMBERS, WEST LOTHIAN HOUSE, on TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2009.

Present — Councillors Andrew Miller (Chair), Lawrence Fitzpatrick, Ellen Glass, Greg
McCarra, John McGinty and Jim Walker; Mrs Elsie Aitken and Rev. Dr. Robert
Anderson.

1. MINUTE -

The Panel confirmed the Minute of its Meeting held on 3™ March 2009
subject to the following amendments:-

(a) Alter final word on page 102 from "learner" to "learners"

(b) Inclusion of "this" at the end of the 5th line on page 103

2. DRAFT DESIGN BRIEF FOR A MODEL PRIMARY SCHOOL -

The West Lothian Local Plan (WLLP) sought to implement the
requirements of the Edinburgh and Lothians Structure Plan 2015. The
WLLP supported a sustained level of growth with an allocation of up to
25,000 housing units. 12,000 of the new houses would be in three Core
Development Areas (CDAs).

There was a report by the Head of Education (Development) (which had
been circulated) recalling the additional education provision that would be
required to support the WLLP. The required new schools and additional
streams of primary education would be funded by developer contributions.
Some of the denominational sector additional requirements would also
support development plan housing in rural West Lothian.

A draft design brief had been produced based on a model primary school
of 231 pupils (full single stream provision) and a model for 462 (full double
stream provision). The model brief had been designed on the briefs and
accommodation schedules for Simpson Primary School, Bathgate and the
proposed Pumpherston and Uphall Station Community Primary School.

The brief would form the basis for detailed individual design briefs for the
new schools and would ensure an equality of provision across the new
primaries. Each school would have individual identities although the
educational requirements for facilities would be similar. The adoption of
the draft design brief would ensure appropriate modern educational
provision for new development funded primary schools in West Lothian.

Full consultation would be undertaken with key stakeholders once the
draft brief had been endorsed by the panel and approved by the
Education Executive.

The Head of Education (Development) recommended that the Panel
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endorse the terms of the report and refer it to the Education Executive for
approval.

During the discussion, members of the Panel made suggestions for
inclusion in the draft model brief on the following:-

= Include the installation of sprinkler systems as in the draft brief as a
standard requirement.

= Replace the minimum number of classroom spaces referred to in
the brief with the minimum legislative square meter requirements
per child.

= Reword paragraph 15 of the brief to require wireless access.

The Head of Education (Development) agreed to consider the
suggestions and to incorporate the panel’s views into the model brief.

Decision -
To endorse the terms of the report and refer it to the Education Executive

for approval.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT STRATEGY -

At its meeting held on 23" September 2008, the Panel had approved the
draft Parental Involvement Strategy for consultation.

The Panel considered a report by the Head of Education (Development)
(which had been circulated) advising that the draft Parental Involvement
Strategy had been placed on the council’s website on 1% November 2008,
together with a consultation questionnaire. Parent Councils and Parent
Associations had been issued with details of the website and had been
invited to respond by 19" December.

Six responses had been received to the consultation and these were
detailed in the appendix to the report. Meetings of head teachers and the
LNCT in the autumn term had approved the draft Strategy. The report
described the changes that had been made to the draft Strategy as a
result of the consultation exercise.

The Head of Education (Development) spoke of the variety of methods
Educations Services were exploring to ensure effective communication
with parents in ways which met their needs and recommended that the
amended draft Parental Involvement Strategy be endorsed for
presentation to the Education Executive.

In response to suggestions made, the Head of Education (Development)
undertook to incorporate a review date to assess the impact of the
Strategy by the end of school session 2011 and include information on
arrangements to communicate the Strategy with all parents.
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Decision -

To endorse the terms of the report for submission to the Education
Executive.

COLLECTIONS AND TRADING IN SCHOOLS POLICY -

The Collections and Trading in School Policy dated from 1996 and
prohibited trading activity except for school photographs, tuck shop and
book sales. The policy ensured that schools were not seen as favouring
one trader over another, or endorsing any product or service in which it
may have no expertise or quality control. It also avoided schools
becoming markets in which pupils and their parents were targeted for
profit.

The Panel considered a report by the Head of Education (Development)
(which had been circulated) which advised that as many schools now
found it desirable to facilitate the purchase by parents of items of school
dress and diaries/year books, the Collections and Trading in Schools
policy had been revised.

The report provided full details of the amendments suggested to the policy
to allow schools to function effectively to the benefit of children and
families while preserving the general principle that commercial activities
were not promoted to pupils or parents. The suggested amendments had
been discussed at meeting of the LNCT, Head Teachers and with Parent
Council representatives.

The report concluded that the inclusion of two further trading activities
would add to the effectiveness of schools and offer helpful services to
families, whilst the statements on enterprise, donations and sponsorship,
collections for charity and advertising had been added for clarity.

The Head of Education (Development) recommended that the Panel
endorse the updated Collections and Trading in Schools policy for
presentation to the Education Executive and undertook to incorporate the
panel’s suggestions on charity collections and advertising.

Decision -

To endorse the report for presentation to the Education Executive subject
to:-

(i) Extending wording of paragraph on charity collections to include
ethos of the school, and

(i) Rewording advertising paragraph to require advertising to show
sound links to the curriculum.
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