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DATA LABEL: PUBLIC

% West Lothian
Council

COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
COMMUNITY COUNCIL SPECIAL PROJECT GRANT

REPORT BY HEAD OF CORPORATE SERVICES

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To invite the Council Executive to consider the applications for Special Project Grants
which have been received from Addiewell, Loganlea & Breich and Bathgate Community
Councils.

B. RECOMMENDATION

That the Council Executive considers and determines the applications received from the
Addiewell, Loganlea & Breich and Bathgate Community Councils as detailed in the
Appendix.

C. SUMMARY OF IMPLICATIONS

. . Caring and Compassionate
I Council Values . Open, Honest and Accountable
. Collaborate, Inclusive and Adaptive

| Policy and Legal (including Section 22 of the Local Government (Scotland)

Strategic Environmental Act 1994 and the Special Project Grant
Assessment, Equality Guidelines.
Issues, Health or Risk
Assessment)
. Implications for Scheme of None.
Delegations to Officers
IV Impact on performance and None.
performance Indicators
\' Relevance to Single None.

Outcome Agreement

VI  Resources - (Financial,
Staffing and Property)
VIl Consideration at PDSP

VIl Other consultations

£3000 in the Special Project Grant budget for
the financial year 2026/27.

None.

None.
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D. TERMS OF REPORT

A Special Project Grant scheme currently operates for community councils in West
Lothian, to allow them to carry out projects in their areas. Community councils can
apply for a maximum Special Project Grant, of £750, in each financial year. There is no
minimum grant. The total budget for the financial year 2026/27 is £3000. Applications
are dealt with on a first come first served basis. Community councils who retain more
than £75 of their annual grant from the previous financial year are expected to contribute
10% towards projects less than £750.

As these are the first two applications which have been received, in this financial year.

The total amount requested between the two applications is £1000. If both applications
are granted in full, there will be £2000 remaining and available for distribution.

E. CONCLUSION
The Special Project Grant scheme allows Community Councils to carry out projects
which they consider to be of benefit to their area. It is recommended that the Council
Executive consider and determine the applications.

F. BACKGROUND REFERENCES
Minute of Meeting of the Partnership & Resources PDSP held on 18" February 2011.

Minute of Meeting of the Council Executive held on 22" March 2011.

Appendices/Attachments: One
Contact Person: Lorraine McGrorty, Committee Officer, 01506 281609

Lesley Henderson
Head of Corporate Services

12 May 2026
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APPENDIX
Application 1
Community Council Project Cost Total Grant
Requested
Addiewell, Towards the cost of purchasing growing £365.93 £300
Loganlea & Breich  supplies, including seeds and equipment,
Community Council for the community garden project to begin
producing fresh vegetables and tomatoes
Comments
1. Following the installation of a new polytunnel at the community garden, the community council

wishes to purchase seeds, and equipment, to provide year-round space for community
members to learn, grow and harvest vegetables and tomatoes

2. The community garden also serves as a vibrant outdoor classroom for the village’s combined
schools. The polytunnel ensures that pupils can engage with nature year-round and allows
children to participate in the full “seed-to-plate” journey, fostering a deeper understanding of
food origins, and ensuring students are empowered to make healthier nutritional choices and
develop lifelong sustainable eating habits

3. In future, the community council hope to be able to supply seeds and plants once they have
the basic equipment in place. They will assist by helping gardeners to encourage volunteers
to get involved. They hope to set up some educational sessions to help the school pupils and
community to learn how to grow fruit and veg in the polytunnel

4, The community council has indicated that they wish to part-fund the project by contributing
£65.93 from funds it retains

5. The project is acceptable and meets the criteria for Grant funding
Recommendation

That the Council Executive considers and determines the application received from Addiewell, Loganlea
& Breich Community Council.

Application 2

Community Council Project Cost Total Grant
Requested

Bathgate Towards the cost of a 40" anniversary £1200 £700

Community Council celebration of the return of the railway to
Bathgate in Bathgate Partnership Centre

Comments

1 The community council set up a working group which included representatives from the Bennie
Museum, the council’'s heritage officer, town centre manager and regeneration officer, and
Bathgate Community Development Trust. They organised and held a 40" Anniversary event to
mark the significant history of the return of the railway, and the benefit it brought to Bathgate and
the wider community. The event also allowed people to learn about the history of the reintroduction
of the railway line
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2 The community council part-funded the project by contributing £500 from its retained funds.
Bathgate Community Centre Management Committee also donated funds towards the event.

3 The project is acceptable and meets the criteria for Grant funding.

Recommendation

That the Council Executive considers and determines the application received from Bathgate
Community Council.



