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Local Review Body 
 

 
West Lothian Civic Centre 

Howden South Road 
LIVINGSTON 

EH54 6FF 
 

18 November 2014 
 
A meeting of the Local Review Body of West Lothian Council will be held within the 
Council Chambers, West Lothian Civic Centre on Wednesday 26 November 
2014 at 11:00am. 
 
 
 

For Chief Executive 
 

BUSINESS 
 
Public Session 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 
 
2. Order of Business, including notice of urgent business 
 
3. Declarations of Interest - Members should declare any financial and non-

financial interests they have in the items of business for consideration at 
the meeting, identifying the relevant agenda item and the nature of their 
interest. 

 
4. Confirm Draft Minutes of Meeting of Local Review Body held on 29 

October 2014 (herewith). 
 
Public Items for Decision 
 
5. CONTINUED ITEM OF BUSINESS - Notice of Review - Application 

No.0152/FUL/14 - Erection of a 74m high  (to blade tip) wind turbine at 
Aldi Distribution Centre, Pottishaw Road, Bathgate (herewith) 

 
------------------------------------------------ 

 
NOTE For further information please contact Val Johnston, Tel No.01506 

281604 or email val.johnston@westlothian.gov.uk 
 

      - 1 -      



DATA LABEL: Public 
 

 

      - 2 -      



DATA LABEL: Public  109 
 

MINUTE of MEETING of LOCAL REVIEW BODY of WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL held within 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LIVINGSTON, on WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2014 
 
Present – Councillors George Paul (Chair), Willie Boyle, Harry Cartmill, Lawrence 
Fitzpatrick, Tom Kerr, Greg McCarra and John Muir 
 
Apologies – Councillors Tom Conn and Angela Moohan 

 

1. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
 
The Chair ruled that the business on the agenda would be taken in the 
following order: - Items 6a, then 6b and then 5a. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
 
No declarations of interest were made. 

 

3. MINUTE 

 
 
The Local Review Body confirmed the Minute of its meeting held on 3 
September 2014. The Minute was thereafter signed by the Chair. 

 

4. NOTICE OF REVIEW - APPLICATION NO.0365/FUL/14 - ERECTION OF 
A 34.2M HIGH (TO BLADE TIP) WIND TURBINE WITH ASSOCIATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND TEMPORARY ACCESS AT EAST MAINS, 
BALLENCRIEFF, BATHGATE 

 The Local Review Body considered a report (copies of which had been 
circulated) by the Clerk and Legal Adviser to the Local Review Body 
which related to a Notice of Review for the erection of a 34.2m high wind 
turbine at East Mains, Ballencrieff. 

 Attached to the report were the Notice of Review and other relevant 
review documents and the report identified the policies in the 
development plan and relevant planning guidance that had been referred 
to in the review documents.  

 The Local Review Body then considered and took into account all of the 
review documents placed before it and in doing so noted that it was 
necessary in terms of Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 that the Local Review Body had regard to the 
Development Plan and to determine the review in accordance with the 
Development Plan unless material circumstances indicated otherwise. 

 The Local Review Body then considered whether the review documents 
provided sufficient information to enable the review to be determined and 
whether further representation or further information was needed. It also 
took account of the views expressed in the Notice of Review and it agreed 
that no further written representation was required.  
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 It was also noted that the review, in accordance with new procedures, had 
been subject to an unaccompanied site visit which had taken place on the 
morning on 29 October 2014. 

 The Local Review Body accepted and agreed with the assessment by the 
Appointed Person of the proposed development against the relevant 
development plan policies in relation to conformity and breach. It identified 
that the key issue was the impact of the development on the countryside 
setting in the Bathgate Hills, an Area of Great Landscape Value and 
determined that the impact would not be acceptable. However having 
reached a decision that the development was contrary to the development 
plan, the LRB went on to consider whether there were material 
considerations meaning that the application for review should 
nevertheless be granted. 

 It then went on to consider whether there were material considerations 
that meant the application for review should be granted. It identified a 
number of material considerations as follows: - the presumption in favour 
of renewable energy schemes; the wider benefits accruing from 
investment in renewable energy production; the absence of objections to 
the proposed development; the potential for returning gains made from 
the development to preserving the surrounding countryside area; and 
existing similar developments within the vicinity of the development site. 

 After assessing and balancing the relevant considerations, the Local 
Review Body decided that the relevant material considerations were not 
sufficient to mean that the application should be decided contrary to the 
development plan and on balance it supported the refusal of planning 
permission. 

 Decision 

 To uphold the decision of the Appointed Person and refuse planning 
permission as the application did not accord with the Development Plan 
and the material considerations identified did not merit the review being 
granted. 

 

5. NOTICE OF REVIEW - APPLICATION NO.0152/FUL/14 - ERECTION OF 
A 74M HIGH  (TO BLADE TIP) WIND TURBINE AT ALDI DISTRIBUTION 
CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD, BATHGATE 

 The Local Review Body considered a report (copies of which had been 
circulated) by the Clerk and Legal Adviser to the Local Review Body 
which related to a Notice of Review for the erection of a 74m high wind 
turbine at Aldi Distribution Centre, Pottishaw Road, Bathgate. 

 Attached to the report were the Notice of Review and other relevant 
review documents and the report identified the policies in the 
development plan and relevant planning guidance that had been referred 
to in the review documents.  

 The Local Review Body then considered and took into account all of the 
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review documents placed before it and in doing so noted that it was 
necessary in terms of Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 that the Local Review Body had regard to the 
Development Plan and to determine the review in accordance with the 
Development Plan unless material circumstances indicated otherwise. 

 It was noted that the review, in accordance with new procedures, had 
been subject to an unaccompanied site visit which had taken place on the 
morning on 29 October 2014.  

 The Local Review Body then considered whether the review documents 
provided sufficient information to enable the review to be determined and 
whether further representation or further information was needed. In doing 
so, it had regard to the views expressed in the review application 
regarding further procedure. It agreed that further written representative 
would be required from both the Appointed Person and the Applicant in 
relation to wind shear/ice throw before being able to determine the 
application. 

 Decision 

 Agreed to continue the item business to the next appropriate meeting of 
the Local Review to allow further written representation to be obtained 
from the Appointed Person and the Applicant in relation to ice shear/ice 
throw. 

 

6. NOTICE OF REVIEW - APP NO.0135/FUL/14 - CHANGE OF USE FROM 
OPEN SPACE TO PRIVATE GARDEN GROUND AND ERECTION OF A 
BOUNDARY FENCE (IN RETROSPECT) AT LAND AT 12 GOLF 
COURSE ROAD, LIVINGSTON 

 Councillors Boyle and Muir left the meeting prior to consideration of this 
item of business since they had not taken part in the committee’s earlier 
consideration of the review application. 

 The Local Review Body considered a report (copies of which had been 
circulated) by the Clerk and Legal Adviser to the Local Review Body 
which related to a Notice of Review for the change of use of from open 
space to private garden and the erection of a boundary fence at 12 Golf 
Course Road, Livingston. 

 Attached to the report were the Notice of Review and other relevant 
review documents and the report identified the policies in the 
development plan and relevant planning guidance that had been referred 
to in the review documents.  

 The Local Review Body then considered and took into account all of the 
review documents placed before it and in doing so noted that it was 
necessary in terms of Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 that the Local Review Body had regard to the 
Development Plan and to determine the review in accordance with the 
Development Plan unless material circumstances indicated otherwise. 
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 The review application had been considered at the previous meeting of 
the committee when it had been agreed that an unaccompanied site visit 
should take place to assist in assessing the impact of the proposed 
development on residential and visual amenity and the potential loss of 
open space. The site visit which had taken place on the morning on 29 
October 2014. The Local Review Body then considered whether the 
review documents provided sufficient information to enable the review to 
be determined and whether further representation or further information 
was needed. In doing so it took account of the views expressed in the 
Notice of Review. It agreed that no further information was required and 
that it had sufficient information to determine the review.  

 The Local Review Body accepted the assessment of the Appointed 
Person of the development against the relevant development plan 
policies, and decided that the development was contrary to the 
development plan. It went on to consider whether there were material 
considerations meaning that the application for review should 
nevertheless be granted. 

 It identified a number of material considerations as follows:- he potential 
for tidying and improving the appearance of the site; the possibility of 
imposing conditions to ensure retention of the site as a “wild” space rather 
than cultivated or landscaped garden ground; the objections made to the 
proposed development, included in the review documents; the possibility 
of setting a precedent in relation to further encroachment on this and 
other areas of open space or amenity land; and the appearance of the 
resulting development, in particular the erection of the fence along the line 
of the footpath. 

 After assessing and balancing the relevant considerations, the Local 
Review Body decided that the relevant material considerations were not 
sufficient to mean that the application should be decided contrary to the 
development plan and on balance supported the refusal of planning 
permission. 

 Decision 

 To uphold the decision of the Appointed Person and refuse planning 
permission as the application did not accord with the Development Plan 
and the material considerations identified did not merit the review being 
granted. 
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LOCAL REVIEW BODY 
 
APPLICATION NO.0152/FUL/14 – ERECTION OF A 74M HIGH (TO BLADE TIP) WIND 
TURBINE AT ALDI DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD, BATHGATE 
 
REPORT BY CLERK AND LEGAL ADVISER TO THE LOCAL REVIEW BODY 
 
 
A PURPOSE OF REPORT 

 
This covering report describes the documents and other matters relevant to the 
consideration by the Local Review Body of this application for review of a decision 
by the council’s Appointed Person. The application is for review of a refusal by the 
Appointed Person for the erection of a single 74m high wind turbine at Aldi 
Distribution Centre, Pottishaw Road, Bathgate. 

 
B REVIEW DOCUMENTS 

 

 
The following documents form the Review Documents for consideration by the 
Local Review Body and are circulated to members with this report:- 
 

 
 

1. The Notice of Decision by the Appointed Person, dated 18 July 2014 

 
 

2. The Handling Report by the Appointed Person, dated 18 July 2014 

 
 

3. Notice of Review, submitted by the Applicant, dated 26 September 2014 

 
 

4. The following documents were also lodged with the Notice of Review:- 

 

 

 Covering letter dated 25 September 2014; 

  Notice of Review, dated 25 September 2014; 

  Copy of the original planning application dated 24 February 2014 

 

 

 Supporting information that accompanied the original planning 
application dated 24 February 2014; 

 

 

 Supporting statement to the Notice of Review application; 

 

 

 Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment; and 

  Photographs and planning application drawings. 

 
 
No representations were received in relation to the planning application.  

      - 7 -      



 

2 
 

 

 
The applicants have indicated that they consider that a hearing and site inspection 
would be appropriate.  

 

 
In consultation with the Chair, the Clerk determined that an unaccompanied site 
visit should take place before the committee’s first consideration of the case, and 
that was scheduled to take place on 29 October 2014. 

 

 
The case was first considered by the Local Review Body following the site visit on 
29 October 2014. The Local Review Body agreed to continue the item of business 
to allow the applicant and Appointed Person to provide further written 
representation in relation to “wind shear” and “ice throw” from the wind turbine. This 
requirement was detailed in a Procedure Note. The applicant responded within the 
required 14 days and this information was sent to the Appointed Person for 
comment; further comments were received from the Appointed Person, date 3 
November 2014. All correspondence referred to is attached to this report. 

 
C DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES AND PLANNING GUIDANCE 
  

Planning permission was refused because the Appointed Person decided that the 
proposed turbine, due to its size, would be out of scale with the surrounding 
environment and would appear overly dominant and be visually obtrusive in the 
local landscape, particularly from views from the A7066 to the north and from the 
A705 and M8 to the south. The proposal would thus have unacceptable adverse 
visual impacts, contrary to policy NWR 20 (renewable energy) of the West Lothian 
Local Plan. 

  
Although there are many policies and a wide range of planning issues covered in 
the review documents, members may wish to note that the application was refused 
for a narrow range of reasons relating to visual and landscape impacts which were 
judged by the Appointed Person to outweigh the presumption in favour of 
renewable energy schemes, the wider benefits which would accrue, and the 
contribution to meeting renewable energy targets. 

 
D PLANNING CONDITIONS, LEGAL AGREEMENTS AND GOOD NEIGHBOUR 

AGREEMENTS 
  

Without prejudice to the outcome of this review, to assist the Local Review Body in 
its deliberations and to assist the applicant and interested persons in securing a 
prompt resolution of the review, the Planning Adviser has drafted planning 
conditions which the Local Review Body may wish to consider imposing should it be 
minded to grant planning permission. A copy is circulated with this report. 

  
Developer contributions are not required in the event that planning permission is 
granted. 

 

James Millar, Solicitor/Committee Services Manager, West Lothian Civic Centre 

01506 281613, James.Millar@westlothian.gov.uk 

Date: 26 November 2014 
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WEST LOThIAN COUNCIL

26SEP 2014
If

COMMIUEE SERVICES

NOTICE OF REVIEW

(LOCAL DEVELOPMENT — DECISION BY APPOINTED PERSON)

This Form is for a review by the West LothiahCouncil Local Review Body under Section 43A(8) of the
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 in respect of decisions by the appointed person on

local development applications.

The review will be conducted under the Town and Country Planning (Schemes of Delegation and
local Review Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2008.

Please read and follow the accompanying West Lothian Council Local Review Body Guidance Notes
when completing this form. Failure to supply all the relevant information or to lodge the form on time

could invalidate your notice of review.

Use BLOCK CAPITALS if you are completing the form by hand.

PtrFrkw øM, rcz q./M3’
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Reference No:
Date of Receipt:

PART A APPLICANT’S DETAILS Name — A LhI_STES_Lib

Address

‘LFRPostcode

Telephone No. (1)

Telephone No. (2)

a? at-r, J Jr Ltrd

Fax:

E-mail:

REPRESENTATIVE
(if any)

Name VAc 34V4E B,4
Address t’)

I? EN isf 1+

Postcode I(-3 tl

Telephone No. (1)

______________________________________

Telephone No. (2) i3 1

Fax: 13 4C(Gco(

E-mail:

c,I £tq

6QSgVøkt bt,4(

Please tick this box if you wish all contact to be through your representative.

ADM-000015 / 88672 Page 1
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D ou agree to correspondence regarding your review being sent by email? *

• YES.

PART B APPLICANT REF. NO. Pt—isitç AewM-iJ O2./FiL_/LI.

SITE ADDRESS 4t- R cerQi4

Porri S4Aj TmJC11o’\i -/M

SA-zA1 EN-4-g zFr3

DESCRIPTION OF ‘f-i 1+t+(- (1i R
PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT rP) v,rp 1ur..g1i\1’

DATE OF APPLICATION 2-/t2/2, L4 Mr1I

DATE OF DECISION I ‘YU ‘f 2..o I
NOTICE (IF ANY)

j:- This notice must be served on the planning authority within three months beginning with the date of the

decision notice or, if no decision notice was issued, from the date of expiry of the period allowed for determining

the application.

Type of Application (please tick the appropriate box)

Application for planning permission (including householder application)

Application for planning permission in principle

Further application (including development that has not yet commenced and

where a time limit has been imposed; renewal of planning permission; and/or

modification, variation or removal of a planning condition)

Application for approval of matters specified in conditions

PART C TYPE OF REVIEW CASE

Refusal of application by appointed officer
\//

Failure by appointed officer to determine the application within the period allowed

Conditions_imposed_on_consent_by_appointed_officer

ADM-000015 /88672 Page 2
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Statement of reasons and matters to be raised

You must state, in full, the reasons for requiring a review of your case. You must also set out and
include with your application all the matters you consider require to be taken into account and
which you intend to raise in the review. You may not have a further opportunity to add to your
statement of review at a later date. It is therefore essential that you submit with your notice of
review, all necessary information and evidence that you rely on and wish the Local Review Body to
consider as part of your review.

State here the reasons for requiring the review and all the matters you wish to raise. If necessary,
this can be continued or provided in full in a separate document. You may also submit
additional documentation with this form of which ten copies must be provided.

PL-?4sE FR 11 Tli JcLvb ‘APPL4MT

VL YAkrJT’ W1t1L±

-Ar?s iN F-VL-L- cTh F&

Qiutfa rTh P-Et1Ai,

Have you raised any matters which were not before the appointed *

officer at the time the determination on your application was made?

ADM-000015/88672 Page 3
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If yes, you should now explain why you are raising new material, why it was not raised with the appointed officer

before, and why you consider it should now be considered in your review.

N/A

List of documents and evidence

Please provide a list of all documents, materials and evidence which you wish to submit and rely on in

your review. Ten (10) copies of these documents, materials and evidence must be lodged with this

notice. If necessary, this can be continued or provided in full in a separate document.

1. 4f’LLcJW11s .1”JCR(f OF f2Jt€J kTEAk€JT

2. M ‘U C1k9%J F&I

3 t7jJ yQ .4 W L1]t PçP LiLAT1 D-J

4. L4Jirr -j itS (‘s
5. SL-rEyrDs

6. LJc-i’JS(A-PE VSUT4L ZMM-t.-r 4ccsj&y-ç-

7.

8.

9

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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PART D REVIEW PROCEDURE

The Local Review Body will decide on the procedure to be used to determine your review and may
at any time during the review process ask for further information or representations. The
procedure adopted will be one or a combination of meetings; adjourned meetings; written
submissions; hearing sessions and inspecting the land which is the subject of the review.

Please indicate what procedure (or combination of procedures) you think is most appropriate. You
may tick more than one box if you wish the review to be conducted by a combination of
procedures.

Further written submissions

Hearing sessions(s)

Site inspection

Assessment of review documents only, with no further procedure

If you have selected ufuer written submissions” or “hearing session(s)”, please explain which of
the matters you have included in your statement of reasons you believe ought to be subject of
those procedures, and why.

P LEkS 2e_ iv Ecn

JC-LeSt ‘ftPPL-(cJtr N’oT1LE Gf QeJva4J

w+f1cf EEXPLAI,%iS n--y i

-H 4iQ rJ Spt.J ‘ R&VTE3YaTHS (J\S€

SITE INSPECTION

The Local Review Body may decide to inspect the land which is subject to the review.

Can the site be viewed entirely from public land?

Is it possible for the site to be accessed safely, and without barriers to entry?

If you think the Local Review Body would be unable to undertake an unaccompanied site
inspection, please explain why that may be the case.
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PART E CHECKLIST

Please mark the appropriate boxes to confirm you have provided all supporting documents and
evidence relevant to your review. Failure to supply all the relevant information or to lodge the form
on time could invalidate your notice of review.

Full completion of all parts of this form

Statement of your reasons for requiring a review and matters to be raised

Statement of your preferred procedure

All documents, materials and evidence which you intend to rely on.
Copies must accompany this notice.

_____________

Where your case relates to another application (e.g. it is a renewal of planning permission or a
modification, variation or removal of a planning condition, or an application for approval of matters
specified in conditions), it is advisable to provide that other application reference number,
approved plans and decision notice from that earlier consent.

***DECLA4TlON***

I, the tk1gent*, hereby require West Lothian Council to review the case as set out in
this form and in the supporting documents, materials and evidence lodged with it.

I have been provided with a copy of the West Lothian Council Local Review Body Guidance
Notes before lodging this notice.

I understand that the Council will make a copy of the notice of review (including my name,
address and other personal information), the review documents and any notice of the
procedure of the review available for inspection at an office of the Council until such time as
the review is determined, and that all of that information may also be available on the.Council
website.

Signed 4V4 1fLW4kj Date ‘15 stLr
* Delete as appropriate

Please return this completed form to :-

Val Johnston
Committee Services
West Lothian Council
West Lothian Civic Centre
Howden South Road
Livingston
EH54 6FF
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Applicant’s Notice of Review
Statement
Proposed wind turbine for Aldi’s Regional
Distribution Centre at J4M8, Pottishaw Road,
Bathgate

On behalf of Aldi Stores Ltd

çc co.vi/scotond
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1. Executive Summary

1,1 AIdi is seeking to review West Lothion Council’s delegated decision to refuse planning
permission for a single wind turbine (74 metres) at their i4M8 Regional Distribution
Centre (RDC).

1 .2 Aldi’s entire Scottish operations are run from their RDC at J4M8. It is a very successful
operation and is undergoing a period of sustained growth, as the business expands its
new store operations throughout Scotland. Job numbers alone at their RDC have
gone from 75 to 314 in recent years. Throughout Scotland, Aldi employs 1,600 people
across 53 stores.

1.3 The wind turbine proposals are an essential part of Adi’s business plan to deliver their
next wave of growth in Scotland. This can only be good for the longer term

- sustainable future of the West Lothian economy.

1 .4 In response to increases in their energy consumption, the proposed turbine would
help Aldi generate over half (54%) of their electricity requirements on-site, through
renewable energy technology.

1.5 These type of forward-thinking renewable energy initiatives are wholly supported, in
principle, by the Scottish Government (through their Scottish Planning Policy) and by
West Lothian Council (in its adopted local plan).

1 .6 Furthermore, J4M8 is specifically identified by the council in its own supplementary
planning guidance for on-shore wind energy development and landscape capacity
study for wind energy in West Lothian, as a potential location for this type of
development.

1 .7 In our view, this is in recognition of both site specific characteristics (i.e. J4M8 could be
a suitable site for this type of development) and the energy requirements of
internationa businesses, like Aldi, who have chosen West Lothian as their Scottish
base. Indeed, the landscape capacity study specifically refers to the fact that, The
modern technological, well designed character of these areas (i.e. including J4M8)
could make them suitable locations for the siting of wind turbines, where there may
be greater capacity than in some of the more sensitive, undeveloped countryside
locations.’

1 .8 Furthermore, Aldi’s own technical analysis of potential locations within West Lothian,
which could feasibly accommodate this type of development to serve the business
needs outlined above, concluded that J4M8 is one of only a very few opportunities
that exist. In ths partcuiar case, it would obviously be me most sustainable and
logica solution to deliver a wind turbine development, for Aldi, at J4M8.

Septcrbe2D14 gva.co.uk 3
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2. ntrocfuction

2.1 This Notice of Review Statement has been prepared by GVA James Barr on behalf our
client, the applicant, Aldi Stores Ltd (‘Aldi’). It is submitted to request a review of West
Lothian Council’s (WLC) delegated decision (on 18 July 2014) (AppendIx 1) to refuse
Aldi’s detailed planning application (ref 01 52/FUL/1 4) for a single wind turbine (74m
high to blade tip). The site forms part of Aldi’s Regional Distribution Centre (RDC),
Pottishaw Road, close to Junction 4 of the M8 (J4M8). on the western edge of
Bathgate, as shown in the location plan at Appendix 2.

2.2 This section of the M8 corridor is characterised by similar large industrial depots and
distribution centres stretching for several miles along the edges of both Bathgate and
Livingston adjacent to both sides of the motorway.

2.3 The site is suitably located in a commercial and industrial area, which is not sensitive in
landscape and visual terms and where there are no planning policy designations or
protections. There is a high level of man-made inter’ention in the area such as
pylons, telegraph poles, masts and roads in the vicinity. WLC’s own Report of
Handling (at Appendix 3) confirms ‘The proposal is sufficiently distant from residential
properly so as to not cause amenity problems.’ (page 3)

2.4 Earlier this year on 23 January 2014, the applicant withdrew a previous planning
application at the site for a taller single wind turbine of 99.7m (to blade tip) (ref
051 6/FUL/13) due to an objection from Edinburgh Airport in respect of radar visibility
issues. The reduced height of the currently proposed turbine (by 25.7m) to 74m now
satisfies the airport in this regard, who have no objection to it.

2.5 It is submitted that WLC planning officers’ conclusion of an unacceptable adverse
visual impact is not sufficiently justified or sound.

2.6 The Report of Handling fails to consider, or even mention, a relevant site specific
provision regarding J4M8 as a potential location for a ‘local landmark’ wind turbine
which is identified in both WLC’s own Supplementary Planning Guidance (Spatial
Framework and assessment criteria for on-shore wind energy development in West
Lothian, 2013), and in its Landscape Capacity Study for Wind Energy in West Lothian
(201 1).

2.7 These documents specifically identify ‘Junction 4 on The M8 close to the Whitehill
Industrial Estate’ as a potential location for a ‘local landmark’ wind turbine, in
combination with the fact that the site lies within an area, which the SPG policy
(Appendix 11) identifies as a ‘potential area for wind energy development’ (This
crucial plan is shown at Appendix 4 of this statement).
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3. Reasons for seeking a review

3.1 The decision notice states the gfl)y reason for refusal is as follows:

The proposed turbine, due to its size, would be out of scale with the surrounding

environment and appear overly dominant and visually obtrusive in the local

landscape, particularly from views from the A 7066 to the north and from the A705

and M8 to the south. The proposal would thus have unacceptable adverse visual

impacts, contrary to policy NWR 20 (renewable energy) of the West Lothian Local

Plan.’

3.2 Aldi seeks a review of the refusal for three main reasons, as set out below.

1. Supportive Planning Policy

The Development Plan

3.3 We consider the proposals fully accord with the Development Plan, which comprises

the South East Scotland Strategic Development Plan (SESplan) (approved June 2013)

and the West Lothian Local Plan (WLLP) (adopted January 2009). Policies in these

plans promote the use of renewable energy and encourages sustainable

development.

3.4 The site is not subject to any site-specific policy designations or protections, either

national or local.

3.5 The Report of Handling states clearly that the proposals comply with gil of the

following relevant WLLP policies;

• NWR 26 Renewable energy — detailed site planning considerations

• NWR 27 Renewable energy — cumulative impacts

• IMP 10 Noise

• HOU9 Residential and visual amenity

3.6 The only planning policy which WLC find the proposals do not satisfy is;

• NWR 20 (Renewable Energy)

3.7 Policy NWR 20 signals WLC’s positive approach to encouraging renewable energy

schemes in +he counci’ area. it states, ‘The council supports the development of

renewable energy schemes provided that the schemes are environmentally

acceptable and the criteria set out in this local plan can be met.’ It has ndeed been

proven and agreed by WLC that the proposals are environmentally accep4able

Septenber 2Dr 4 çvc.co.uk 7
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landscape character, Figure 2 of the LCS confirms the site lies within an ‘urban’ area
rather than any particular landscape character type.

3.14 The SPG draws from the findings of the WLC’s Landscape Capacity Study for Wind
Energy in West Lothian (2011). The following key extract from the SPG (paragraph
6.31) is directly relevant to the LRB’s consideration of the planning application. (It
draws directly from the last paragraph of page iii of the LCS.) The SPG states;

‘West Lothian has been successful in attracting employment creation within
purpose-built business parks. The modern technological, well designed character
of these areas could make them suitable locations for the siting of wind turbines,
where there may be greater capacity than in some of the more sensitive,
undeveloped countryside locations. Any sites considered suitable would need
careful landscape and visual impact assessment, but could gotentially become
acceptable local landmarks. Potential locations identified in the council’s LCS,
subject to noise and aviation interests, may be within the Houston Industrial Estate
northeast of Livingston, Starlaw Business Park and Deans Industrial Estate west of
Livingston, the Pyramids Business Park to the east of Bathgate, Junction 4 on the M8
close to the Whitehill Industrial Estate, and within the East Mains Industrial Estate to
the east of Broxburn.’ (paragraph 6.31) (GVA emphasis)

3.15 The LCS repeats the above guidance on potentially acceptable wind turbines as
local landmarks at the five listed locations. However it goes on to provide further
context as regards scale and height. The LCS states, ‘Any sites considered suitable
would need careful landscape and visual impact assessment, but could potentially
become acceptable local landmarks even where located close to housing (1o
similar way to the two 120m high turbines erected at the Michelin tvre factory in
Dundee in 2006). Potential locations within West Lothian may be within the Houstoun
Industrial Estate northeast of Livingston, Starlaw Business Park and Deans Industrial
Estate west of Livingston, The Pyramids Business Park to the east of Bathgate, Junction
4 on the M8 close to the Whitehill Industrial Esioje, and within the East Mains Industrial
Estate to the east of Broxburn.’ (paragraph 7-27) (GVA emphasis)

3.16 At only 74m high (to blade tip), Aldi’s proposed turbine is of a significantly smaller
scale and much lower in height than the 1 20m high examples quoted in the LCS. This
is clearly demonstrated in the diagram at Appendix 7. To put this scale comparison
into a local perspective the wind turbine proposed at Aidi is 74m to blade tip, this is
similar in scale to the recently constructed 77m to blade tip wind turbine at Mosshall
Farm, Blackburn. The two wind turbines at Michelin, Dundee are 12Dm to blade tip,
this is similar in scale to the three 125m to blade tip wind turbines at Torrance Farm in
North Lanarkshire, close to Harthill Services.

September 20 4 gva.co.uk 9
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WLC Environmental Hea[th, NATS, Ministry of Defence and Edinburgh Airport. There
have also been no representations made. The Report of Handling confirms this, and
that WLC has no concerns regarding cumulative impact in terms of other wind
turbines in the area.

3.21 Aldi have demonstrated that it is technically feasible to operate a wind turbine in this
particular location, supported by readings taken from the temporary meteorological
mast on site (ref 0009/FUL/13, approved 27/02/1 3), which is 55m high.

3.22 As noted, Aldi have already reduced the turbine height from the 99.7m (to blade tip)
previously withdrawn application. The 74m height of the proposed turbine has been
carefully selected, and is justified below.

Justification of turbine size

3.23 Aldi are currently consuming electricity on-site at the RDC at a rate of 235kWh/hour
(2,O58MWh/annum). This is equivalent to 635 average households. To displace a
significant percentage of this consumption a wind turbine needs to be sufficiently
scaled. It was suggested by WLC in pre-application discussions that a wind turbine of
less than 50m in height would be acceptable to the planning officer, however this is
unacceptable to Aldi for operational reasons. Wind turbine output is proportional to
the swept area of the turbines blades. As a squared law, a modest increase in rotor
diameter, leads to a large increase in swept area and accordingly, turbine output.
The effect of this is demonstrated in the drawing at Appendix 9. A wind turbine which
is 47rn high would only yield 322MWh/annum, whereas the proposed 74m wind
turbine will yield 1,81 4MWh. This is a 563% increase in yield for a 57% increase in blade
tip height.

3.24 In addition, Aldi’s on-site wind monitoring demonstrates the site has high turbulence
owing to the built environment. Wind turbines work poorly in turbulent airflow, in a
similar way that an aeroplane’s wings shudder when it flies through turbulence. To
avoid turbulent airflow a rough rule is that the lower blade tip of the wind turbine
should be two-thirds taller than the nearest building. This rule is also demonstrated in
Appendix 9. A wind turbine of less than 50m to blade tip would not work effectively at
Aldi’s RDC as it would constantly be operating in turbulent airflow, whereas a 74m to
blade tip wind turbine, being taller, would operate in clean uninterrupted airflow.

3.25 Additional to this, wind-speed decreases markedly between 50m (being the hub
height of the proposed Enercon E48) and 3Dm of the demonstrated WTN 250. The
recorded wind speed at 5Dm is 6.46m/s where at 3Dm it is 5.51 rn/s. This reduction in
wind-speed leads to a large reduction in turbine yied.

3.26 The combination of smaller rotor diameter, turbulent airflow and lower wind speed
result in the 47m to blade tip wind turbine being economically unviable.

Sepen-iher 2014 gva.co.k 11
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Bathgate RDC - Aldi’s Scottish business hub

3.33 Aldi’s entire Scottish operation functions from its one Regional Distribution Centre
(RDC), at J4M8 in Bathgate. All products sold in Scotland first arrive at the RDC before
onward delivery to store. The RDC is an incredibly successful, busy and well run
operation, Its strategic location on the M8 is important to Aldi. There are 314 people
currently employed on site, having grown from 75 staff in 2004.

3.34 Reflecting Aldi’s growth, the total electrical consumption at their RDC site at J4M8 has
increased rapidly, by 21.9% over the last three years, and has now reached 2,058
MW/annum (at July 2014). Additional to this the price Aldi pay for electricity has
increased by 9.6% over the same period. These two combined factors have lead to a
33.6% increase in electrical costs from 2012 to 2014. The proposed turbine is estimated
to displace 54% of this requirement. This represents a radical improvement in energy
efficiency which would also reduce the site’s existing operating costs dramatically.
These figures are represented in the chart at Appendbc 10.

Exemplar West Lothian turbine would be a ‘UK first’ for Aldi

3.35 Aldi intends for the proposed turbine at J4M8 to be the front runner exemplar which
will lead its other UK stores, with a view to installing a turbine at 9 other RDC sites in
future. Aldi also intend to install solar panels on the roofs of all new stores.

3.36 AIdi’s commitment to sustainability is already reflected in a range of measures such as
the particularly efficient design and internal layout of its stores, LED lighting,
thermodynamic heating systems, LPG duel fuel HGV trucks, utility monitoring systems,
and sustainable packaging and recycling arrangements. Yet Aldi’s desire to generate
its own electricity on-site, as firstly proposed here at its J4M8 base, represents a
significant new direction for the company’s sustainability strategy, which we consider
should be fully supported by WLC.

Planning policy supports sustainable economic growth

3.37 In this context, it is also relevant to consider the economic benefits of the proposals
against development plan policy, which has been omitted from WLC’s decision to
date. Policy EM 4 Emoloyment is relevant because it identifies a site-specific context
for major ‘flagship’ economic development opportunity at J4M8, in recognition of the
strategic potential of Scotland’s Central Belt. The policy states, ‘Springfield between
Armadale and Whitburn, has potential in the long term for economic development to
meet the next generation of employment land requirements. This will be dependent
upon the introduction of major new transportation infrastructure...’ We consider the
proposals assist in bringing WLC’s economid development strategy to further fruition,
and by their nature do indeed ‘look further ahead’ to the next generation, in this case

Sep’ernber 2O 4 gva.co.uk 1 3
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4. Requested procedure — site visit and hearing

41 Firstly, Adi appeals to the LRB to undertake a site visit in this case. We feel this will be
of great value in allowing Counciliors to see the site and its context on the ground, as
the appropriateness of wind turbine proposals and their particular site suitability can
only be truly appreciated through visiting the site. Further, we consider the subjective
nature of landscape and visual impact issues (which is the singular point at issue, and
only reason for refusal), merits a site visit by the LRB in this instance.

4.2 Secondly, in view of the strategic importance of this application to the Aldi Scottish,

and UK, business, as set out above at section 2, we would ask for the brief opportunity
to address the LRB in person through a hearing procedure.

4.3 Aldi have made a significant investment already in seeking to deliver a sustainable
energy solution for their RDC operation at J4M8, having already withdrawn one
planning application for a taller turbine (99.7m to blade tip), and demonstrated that
the proposed turbine is technically feasible through readings from a temporary met
mast already on site.

4.4 In addition, Aldi now faces a particular timescale restraint, (requiring consent before
the end of 2014 to enable satisfactory onward grid connection arrangements).
Therefore we are keen to secure the most informed, rigorous and robust decision as
possible for them. We respectfully consider that a hearing procedure would be most
appropriate in achieving this level of scrutiny, at which our client and their landscape
architect would have an opportunity to verbally articulate the case.

Septernbe’2O1 gva.ca.uk 15
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West Lothian
Cound

DECISION NOTICE
REFUSAL OF FULL PLANNING PERMISSION
Town arid Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended

West Lothian Council, In exercise of its powers under the Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Act
1997 (as amended), refuses full planning permission for the development described below
and in the planning application and attached docquetted plan(s).

APPLICATION REFERENCE: 01521FUL114

PROPOSAL AND LOCATION: Erection of a 74m high (to blade tip) wind turbine (grid ref. 296865
666470) at ALDI DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD.
Bathgate, EH48 2FB

ALDI STORES LTD
REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTRE
POTTISHAW ROAD
BATHGATE
EH48 2FB

The above local application was determined by an officer appointed by the council in accordance
with its scheme of delegation. Please see the guidance notes for further Information, including how to
request a review of the decision.

Docquetted plans, relative to this decision, are identified In Annex 1, Sohedule of Plans. Where relevant,
this includes the Identification of varied plans.

Dated: 1810712014

Signature

Chris Norman
Development Management Manager
West Lothian Council
County Buildings
High Street
Llnlithgow
EH49 7E1

APPLICANT:

Page 1 of 2
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fl council in exercise of its powers under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997
(as amended) refuses full planning permission for pIannln application QI52fFULJI4. for the
reason(s) set out as follows:

1 The propose turbine, due to its size, would be out of scale with the surrounding
environment end appear overly dominant and visually obtrusive In the local
landscape, particularly from views from the A7066 to the north and from the A705
and M8 to the south. The proposal would thus have unacceptable adverse visual
Impacts, contrary to policy NWR 20 (renewable energy) of the West Lothian Local
Plan.

ANNEX 1, SCHEDULE OF PLANS

1. Location plan 1:5000 no. 02
2. Location plan 1:2500 no. 01
3. Layout plan 1:1250 no. 03
4. Layout plan 1:500 & turbine plan & elevations no. 04
5. Service unit plan & elevations no. 05

Development Management Manager
Page 2 of 2

Date: 18 July2014
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DATA LABEL: PUBLIC

/ % West Lothiari
Council

HANDLING REPORT

Ref. No.: 0152/FUL!14 Email: tonyirving©westlothian.gov.uk
Case Officer: Tony Irving Tel No.: 01506 282410
Ward: Whitbum and Blackburn Member: James Dickson

Mary Dickson
George Paul

Barry Robertson

Title Erection of a 74m high (to blade tip) wind turbine (grid ref. 296865
665470) at ALDI DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD,
Bathgate, EH48 2F6

Application Type Local Application
Decision Level LIST 0610612014
Site VIsit 0810512014
Recommendation refuse permission
Decision REFUSAL OF FULL PLANNING PERMISSION
Neighbour Neighbour notification procedures have been have been carried out
Notification correctly - case officer verification

__________

Description of Proposals

It is proposed to erect a wind turbine within the employment area at J4M8. The site is adirtibutlon depot for Aid!. The base of the turbine would be at a height of approx 165rn aboveordnance datum (AOD).

The turbine would have a tapered tubular tower and be 5Dm high to the centre of the rotorhub. It would have three blades and with a blade radius (length) of 24m, giving a total heightof 74m. It would sit on a buried concrete foundation.

Vehicular access would be taken through the yard of the distribution depot.

The turbine would be an Enercon E48 with a rating of 800 kIlowatts. it would be In place for
a maximum o125 years after which it would be decommissioned.

Ancillary works would consist of:
1. A control building close to the turbine
2. An area of hardstanding for construction and servicing.

The application Is accompanied by:
1. Associated infrastructure, planning & transport report.
2. Landscape and visual impact assessment.
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Site History

0009IFUL/1 3 ErectIon of a temporary 55m high meteorological mast . Granted 27/02/13.

0516!FUL/13 Erection of a 99.7 m high (to blade tip) wind turbine. Withdrawn 23/01/1 4.

Representations

None.

Consultations

This is a summary of the consultations received. The full documents are contained in the

application file.

onsultee Objection Comments Planning
Response

WLC No -
Noted.

Trensportetion
WLC No Appropriate noise limits can be Noted.

Environmental achieved.
Health
Edinburgh No There Is no conflict wthiiIng Noted.

Airport criteria.
NATS (En No There is no conflict ttguarding Noted.

Route) plc criteria.
Ministry of No There is no conflict with safeguarding Noted.

Defence criteria. The turbine should be fitted
with Infrared lighting.

Policy

• The development plan comprises of the Strategic Development Plan for Edinburgh and

South East Scotland (SESplan) and the West Lothian Local Plan (WLLP).

Relevant development plan policies are listed below.

It Is considered that the proposal will
have acceptable environmental
Impacts with the exception of visual
impacts.

The turbine would be out of scale with
the surrounding environment and
appear over dominant and obtrusive
in the local landscape, particularly
from views from the A7066 to the
north and from the A705 and MB to
the south. This would be to the

3. Noise assessment
4. Habitat, birds and mammals assessment.

•1

WLLP NWR2O
Renewable energy - genera!

Plan Policy I Assessment Conform
No

I
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detriment of the visual and
environmental quality of the localiy.

WLLP NWR 26 The proposal satisfies the specific site YesRenewable energy - detailed site planning considerations.
planning considerations

WLLP NWR 27 It is considered that there will be no YesRenewable energy - cumulative adverse cumulative impacts.
Impacts

WLLP IMP 10 Information on the noise Impacts of Yes
Noise the proposal has been submitted. The

turbine will have acceptable noise
impacts.

WLLP HOU The proposal Is sufficiently distant YesResidential and visual amenity from residential property so as to not
cause amenity problems.

WL.LP IMP 14 The council’s draft SGP Spatial In partSupplementary planning guidance Framework and Assessment Criteria
for On-Shore Wind Energy
Development in West Lothian Is
applicable. This builds on the
Landscape Capacity Study for Wind
Energy in West Lothian (LCS).

The SPG/LSC Identifies the site within
an urban area. The LSC at figure 6
shows the site as within an area that
has potential for wind energy
development. The landscape capacity
study however makes it clear that
each proposal will need detailed site
specific assessment. In this case it Is
considered that the height of the
turbine would have adverse visual
Impacts.

Also of relevance Is the Scottish Government Online Renewables Advice — Onshore WindTurbines.

Statement I Assessment I Report

Environmental Statement

Not required.

Appropriate assessment under the Conservation (Natural Habitats. & ci Regulations 1994

Not required.
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Design statement or design & access statement

None submitted.

Any report on the impact or potential Impact of the development

1. Associated infrastructure, planning & transport report.

2. Landscape and visual Impact assessment.
3. Noise assessment
4. Habitat, birds and mammals assessment.

öthe Considerations

NIA.

Conclusions and Reason for Ôecision

Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997’ requires planning

applications to be determined In accordance with the development plan, unless material

considerations indicate otherwise.

It Is considered that the turbine would have adverse visual impacts. Other environmental

Impacts are acceptable.

The site Is within an urban area. The highest nearby buildings are epprox 15m high

(warehouses to north of site) and the adjacent electricity pylons are 46.6m high. The

submlted LVIA includes photomontages from various locations to demonstrate that the

visual Impact of the turbine would be acceptable. It Is considered that from several

viewpoInts (VP) the photomoritages downplay the vIsual Impact.

VP I & 2 are taken from the A7066 to the north of the turbine. VP I is directly at the large

warehouses end thus the view of the turbine Is obscured by this. It is considered that from

along the A7066 to east of VP 1 there will be clear views to the turbine and that It will appear

larger and more prominent than the existing pylons. VP 2 Is taken from the roundabout at

the Junction of the A7066 with Simpson Avenue. This shows the existing view with the 55m

high meterological mast. VP 2 shows the 50m high hub of the turbine being considerably

below the 55m mast height. It is considered that this downplays the visual Impact of the

turbine. It is considered that from this view the turbine would be more significant In scale.

VP 7 Is taken from the A705 to the south or the turbine. This shows the turbine in relation to

the existing 46.5m high pylons. It is considered that this downplays the visual impact of the

turbine. it Is considered that from this view the turbine would be more significant scale.

it is thus considered that the turbine would be significantly larger in scale than the existing

adjacent pyions and would have a more significant visual impact from views from the A7086

and A705 than the photomonteges would Indicate.

There are no viewpoints from the M8, but it is considered that the turbine would again

appear more significant In scale than the adjacent pylons.

It is concluded that from various locations In the surrounding locality (A7086, A705 and M8)

the turbine, due to its height, would appear overly dominant in the landscape and would

have an unacceptable adverse impact on the visual amenity end environmental quality of
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the locality.

The presumption In favour of renewable energy schemes, as set out In the development

plan, and the wider benefits that would accrue by the generation of electricity from a

renewable resource, as well as its contribution to meeting national renewable energy

targets, Is outweighed by the adverse visual Impacts that the development would have

locally.

It is concluded that the proposal would have unacceptable adverse visual Impacts. The

proposal is thus considered to be contrary to local plan policy NWR 20.

There are no material considerations that outweigh the development plan presumption

against the proposal.

It is therelore recommended that planning permission be refused.

Case Officer

Senior Officer

Development Management Msnager Z..

I
L

Date....\i1f

Date

Date

I
I
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Appendix 11 Existinc wind farms and poterithi fo wind energy aevelopment
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Loganwood Vind Ltd 22nd Sept 2014
Loganvood house
High Mathemoek Farm
Auchentiber Road
Kilnnicolrn
PAI3 4SP AM/JP 409.01

Attention of David Conndll

Dear Mr Connell

ALI)1 STORES LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT RESPONSE

The following is a statement relating to the photo montages contained within the
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment produced by D\VA landscape Architects Ltd
in relation to the proposed Wind Turbine Development at the ALDI Stores Ltd depot iii
Bathgate, Vcst Lothian,

These were included in the document as part of the requirements of “Assessing the
impact of small-scale wind energy proposals on the natural heritage (February 2012)”,
the guidelines produced by Scottish Natural Heritage and generally accepted as the
standard level of assessment for turbine developments of this size.

As stated in the methodology in the report “These photo montages have been carried out
in accordance with ‘Visua1 Representation of Windfarrns Good Practice Guidance (29
March 2006)” and “Photography and Photomontage in Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment: Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/11” where it is appropriate to the scale
oCthe proposals.”

The montages were prepared by creating a wreframc model of the terrain around the
proposed location to a radius of 20km. This is based on Land-form PROFILE height
data provided by Ordnance Survey which is imported into Key Terra Fim 7.1 ground
modelling software (produced by Key Systems Ltci) to produce a digital terrain model,
within an AutoCAl) based drawing. A scale digital model of the proposed turbine to
the correct dimensions, was then placed upon this wireframe at the grid locations
proposed. A series of virtual cameras were then set up within the wireframe terrain
model at the correct height and location at which the photographic images were taken
and a corresponding image produced at a 50mm focal length.

These virtual views were then overlaid to the images taken within the landscape and the
image of the proposed turbine overlaid to produce the photo montage sheets included in
the report.

This was done with the greatest possible accuracy and intentions of representing the
turbine truly within the landscape.
shn9 for the presert wst prctcctin the fiture

Dcivki %io O LF C’.

p Ancre <rj

J.i Spert. s:
vvcf, dcsagndwaIandsc.ope.couk
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It should be noted however that with aity such processes there is potcntial for levels of
inaccuracy to become involved. Firstly, the topographical data is limited in its
accurately and resolution as it is based on grid data at I Oni square centres. This only
allows a certain level of detail which is then further reduced by the spacing of the
wireframe grid which is subsequently based upon it. The size of the data set to produce
the ground model and wirefranie must be balanced with the processing capability of the
computer hardware employed and by the level of density of the wirefrarne which will
present a clear image upon which to judge the results. The size of the data can be
reduced by limiting the radius of the model but this then reduces the surrounding
context shown and again limits the usefulness of the image. Secondly, the accuracy of
the locations of the virtual camera, direction of view and height can cause inaccuracies
when being replicated from the data taken from the photo location. This is recorded
using GPS infomiation but this has limitations to accuracy in the equipment and in its
translation to the model. Thirdly there is human error in preparing the photo montages.
The wireframe model shows a low resolution, hare earth scenario without any buildings,
woodland, roads or infrastructure upon it. The photograph must be overlaid with this
bare earth wireframe image taking into account points of common reference where
possible. Accuracy is increased by basing the wireframe on as much topographicaL data
as possible hut a certain amount of judgernent must be used to align the images
correctly.

-
The above limitations on accuracy from photo montages are why it has been
recommended in the guidance that they are not used as a basis for decision making in
determining the level of impact of wind turbine developments. These should only be

.3 used for illustrative purposes and In fact wireframe models should be used rather than
photo montages wherever possible The LVIA document submitted to planning
contained a detailed isual impacts assessment which s)stematically assessed the level
of potential impact upon the important visual reccptors within the study area which was
supplemented by ZTV drawings and photo montages, but not based upon them

The refusal from West Lothian Council and justification for It focused heavily on
perceived inaccuracies in the Photo Montages and used these as a basis for the refusal.
It states:

• “It is considered that the proposal will have acceptable environmental
impacts with the exception of visual impacts. The turbine would be out of
scale with the surrounding environment and appear over dominant and

•1 obtrusive in the local landscape, particularly from views from the A7066
to the north and from the A705 and MB to the south. This would be to the
detriment of the visual and environmental quality of the locality.”

J And continues to give the following reasons for the refusal

• ‘VP I & 2 am taken from the A 7066 to the north of the turbine. VP I is
directly at the large warehouses and thus the view of the turbine Is
obscured by this. It is considered that from along the A 7066 to east of VP

]
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I

I

b

‘9

I there will be clear views to the turbine and that it will appear larger and
more prominent Than the existing pylons.

The intention of the two viewpoints along the A7066 was to demonstrate the difThrence
in views to the turbine along this road. \‘Pl is intended to demonstrate that the large
warehouses will obscure views of the turbine from this direction which is where the
closest houses lie to the north. These warehouses will effectively screen views of the
turbine and therefore minimise visual impacts. This view therefore intentionally shows
a location where the turbine cannot he seen in order to illustrate a specific point. The
secondary viewpoint ‘P2 is therelbre included to demonstrate the counterpoint to this
situation where views will be possible further cast.

• “VP 2 is taken from the roundabout at the junction of the A 7066 with
Simpson Avenue. This shows the existing view with the 55m high
metemlogical mast. VP 2 shows the 50m high hub of the turbine being
considerably below the 55m mast height. it is considered that this
downplays the visual impact of the turbine. it is considered that from this
view the turbine would be more significant in scale.”

This viepoint was selected to demonstrate the clear views from the A7066 across the
open ground between the industrial buildings and shos that clear views would be
possible which Is acknowledged in the LVIA. The queries relating to the scale in
relation to this photo montage may in fact be valid in relation to the meteorological mast
but this was created with the intention of presenting an accurate impression and there
has been no intention to conceal the visibility of the turbine from this location as it is
specifically highlighted in the text. Jt should be noted that the visibility from this
location is brief, it being concealed b3 the built fomi further west and obscured and
diminished but tree cover and distance to the east of the roatha This is a lcnser
sensitivit) receptor through an industrially developed landscape and the housing to the
north will not have significant views of the turbine. l’he visual impact upon the A7066
is also described in the text of the L’IA which states:

“The stretch of (his road between Whitehili Industrial Estate and the roundaboi# with
the .4801 will have fairly clear views of the turbine to the south although the base will
be parliaily screened by the large warehouse buildings when travelling a4faceni to
them in the it estel ii half of this section of the road Furihei east of the Whitelitil
Inditcirial Estate the tree cover and built elements it’ll! screen vieiis. Magnitude over
this stretch will be high hoivei’er. (Photo Montages one and flio illustrate vleuw from
this road)”

.1

7

I

• “VP 7 is taken from the A705 to the south of the turbine. This shows the
turbine in relation to the existing 46.5m high pylons. it is considered that
this downplays the visual impact of the turbine If is considered that 1mm
this view the turbine would be more significant scale It is thus
considered that the turbine would be signiñcantly larger in scale than the
existing adjacent pylons and would have a more significant visual impact
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from views from the A7066 and A705 than the photomontages would
indicate.”

In reality the pylons are of varying heights as they cross the landscape so that the height
of the power lines arc relatively consistent as the topography ‘aries below. They
therefore cannot be used as an accurate measure to gauge against the height of ihe
turbine — particularly when considered in relation to the perspective of the image where
they diminish in size into the distance. The turbine was scaled using the available
information in the image and ground model and using some features in the landscape as
a guide. Again the detailed assessment of the receptor is contained within the text of the
report, and it is this which should be considered rather than the illustrative photo
montage.

• “There are no viewpoints from the MB, but It is considered that the
turbine would again appear more significant in scale than the adjacent

j pylons.”

There are no viewpoints taken from the M8 motorway as there were considered no
locations shere these could be taken without unacceptable risk to the photographer or
other road users This receptor was assessed hoseer in the text of the LVJA The
question of the pylons on the ad;acent landscape is not considered a significant one as
the landscape is highly developed at present with a great mix of Pylons, large industrial
units, major and minor transport infrastmcture and residential developments amid
countryside and greenspace ihis is one of the most developed corridors in Scotland
with a multitude of turbines, TV masts, mobile phone antenna and pylons of varying
size scattered along the route, and already desenshising the M8 as a visual receptor
The LVIA assesses the magnitude of change upon the road as

“Vseii s from the M8 is ill only be possible from a rclani ci)’ shoi 1 cii etch between
PoThemmet couniiy Park and Blackburn From Polkenmniei to the neu Ileartlands
dei’elopmncnt to the south of the M8 views will he broken up by elements in the
landscape and views ofthe blades am e all that are likely to be possible (Photo montage
five demonstrates view from tins direction close to the M8 a, Rcarilandc) Betii een
flew tiands and East IT’hiiburn views will become clearci but will cliii be parhallr
screened by tree covt.r Clear views ii ill be possible bet,i ccii East Whuburn and
Blackburn at the closest sections ofthe M8 to the site a; ound Junction 4 Turiher east
weii c of the turbine are oh scum edfrom i mcii This is because the husj road lends to
pass through a depi essed channel In the landscape particularly relatii e to bwll lip
areas. There is also a high degree of Irce cover and structure planting along this
corridor which helps to screen views over distancefront the rnajnrUy ofthe road. There
are a number of large lndusrial buildings in this particular section of the road which
add go the screening ejjct. Over Ibis stretch, around junction 4, the magnitude of
change will be high but over the road as a whole it will be low.”

The stretch of road where these large elements would be seen together is a very short
one and will be in the context of a highly developed industrial urea.
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• “It is concluded that from various locations in the surrounding locality
(A 7066, A705 and M8) the turbine, due to its height, would appear overly
dominant in the landscape and would have an unacceptable adverse
impact on the visual amenity and environmental quality of the locality.”

The study clearly concluded that some visual impact was likely to result from the
proposals but this would mainly fall upon the industrial surroundings to the site and MB
transport link, and that this may be in accordance with the “Landscape Capacity Stud)
For Wind Energ) Dee1opment In West Lothian”(SPO)(December 2011) which
allowed:

“West Lothian has been successful in recent years in attracting new high technology
electronics, software and biotechnology businesses located ii’ithin purpose built
business parks and campuses. The modern technological, well designed character of
these areas could rnaIe thei;z suitable locations for the siting qf wind turbines, where
there may be greater capacv than in some of the more sensitive, undeveloped
countryside locations. Airy sites considered suitable would need careJid lanciccapc and
visual impact assessment, but could potentially become acceptable local landmarks
even where located close go housing in a similar way go the tiio 120m high turbines
erected at the Michelin lyrefactory in Dundee in 2006). Potential locations within West
Loihian may be within the Iloustoun Industrial Estate northeast qf Livingston, Siarimi’
Business Park and Deans Industrial Estate west ofLivingston, The Pyramids Business
Park to the east of J?athgate, Junction 4 on the M8 clo.se to the JJ hiiehrll Industrial
Estate, and within the East Mains Industrial Estate to the east ofBroxburn”

Thc refusal notice highlighted the potential visual impact in the local vicinity. This has
been acknowledged m the LVIA, and also in the Councils SPG document as being
potentially acceptable as a landmark turbine de elopment, similar to those present in
other locations in the Central Belt The industrial location on the M8, separate from the
Pyramid features to the east, could provide the opportulut3 of tlus and allow the
reneab1e energy association ‘with some major industries in the west Lothian area to be
promoted This has potential benefits for both West Lothian and the businesses
themselves. This does not mean that the proposal should be accepted without scrutiny
but may provide a mitigating context which does not immediately seem to have been
recognised.

I trust this statement is in order but should you have any queries regarding the above
please do not hesitate to contact our office.

Yours sincerely

Andy McLatchie
Director
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Appendix 12 Areas requiring signiticeint protection ‘spcn ‘42,
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Development Management
West Lothian Council
County Buildings
Linlithgow
West Lothian
EF149 7EZ

Dear Sirs

24 February 2014

PLANNING APPLICATION FOR THE ERECTION OF A SINGLE WIND

TURBINE AT ALDI STORES DISTRIBUTION DEPOT
POTTISHAW ROAD BATHG ATE EH4S 2FB
ONLINE REF: 000083463-001

I refer to my previous discussions with Esme Clelland in respect of this new
application which is for a smaller wind turbine than that proposed in the previous

application. O5I6IFUL/13. which was withdrawn in January 2014.

The application has been submitted on-line and I enclose for your attention a CD
which includes all of the supporting documentation for the application, all plans.
Landscape Assessment., Infrastructure Assessment, Habitat Assessment including Bat

Survey and Noise Survey. As this application has been submitted within one year of

the previous application I understand that there is no fee payable in this instance.

I trust that the enclosed information will enable the application to be registered.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information or

clarification at this time.

Yours sincerely

ELLERSLEJGH, CASTLEHILL ROAD, KILMACOLM, PA13 4EL
Tel/Fax: 01505 874 489 Mobile: 07974 469 476 E-Mail: BBoydPlanning©aol.com
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1.
Introduction

1.1
A

LD
I

S
tores

Ltd
(A

LD
I)

have
com

m
issioned

D
W

A
L

andscape
A

rchitects
Ltd

(D
W

A
)

through
Loganw

ood
W

ind
Ltd

to
carry

outa
L

andscape
and

V
isual

Im
pactA

ssessm
ent

(LVIA)
ofthe

proposal
to

install
a

single
w

ind
turbine

atthe
A

LD
I

D
epotat

B
athgate

in
W

est
Lothian.

T
he

intention
ofthis

turbine
is

to
aid

the
selfsufficiency

and
sustainability

ofthe
facility

in
keeping

w
ith

the
environm

ental
policies

and
aspirations

ofthe
com

pany.

1.2
T

he
proposal

is
to

install
an

E
nercon

E48
turbine.

This
will

stand
at

a
height

of
50m

to
the

top
of

the
tow

er
and

74m
to

the
tip

of
the

blade.
Itwill

have
a

48m
blade

diam
eter.

This
proposal

supersedes
a

previous,
taller

m
odel

of
turbine

(99m
to

blade
tip)

put
forw

ard
forthe

site.

1.3
T

he
potential

im
pacts

of
this

developm
ent

will
be

assessed
in

relation
to

the
various

guidelines
w

hich
have

been
published

on
the

m
atter

but
will

refer
m

ostly
to

“A
ssessing

the
im

pact
of

sm
all-scale

w
ind

energy
proposals

on
the

natural
heritage

(February
201

2y’
produced

by
Scottish

N
atural

H
eritage.

1.4
O

therdocum
ents

w
hich

willbe
referred

to
willbe:

•
G

uidelines
for

L
andscape

and
V

isual
Im

pact
A

ssessm
ent

(T
hird

E
dition)

published
by

the
L

andscape
Institute

(A
pril2013)

•
S

cottish
Planning

Policy
(F

ebruary
2010)

•
M

icro
R

enew
ables

and
the

N
atural

H
eritage

G
uidance

N
ote

(O
ctober

2009)
S

cottish
N

atural
H

eritage
•

G
uidelines

on
the

E
nvironm

ental
Im

pacts
of

W
indfarm

s
and

Sm
all

S
cale

H
ydroelectric

S
chem

es
published

by
S

cottish
N

atural
H

eritage
•

P
hotography

and
P

hotom
ontage

in
L

andscape
and

V
isual

Im
pact

A
ssessm

ent:
L

andscape
Institute

A
dvice

N
ote

01/11
•

V
isual

R
epresentation

of
W

indfarm
s

G
ood

P
ractice

G
uidance

(M
arch

2006)
published

by
S

cottish
N

atural
H

eritage
C

um
ulative

E
ffect

O
f

W
indfarm

s
(V

ersion
2

revised
13.04.05)

published
by

S
cottish

N
atural

H
eritage

•
T

he
L

othians
L

andscape
C

haracter
A

ssessm
ent

(N
o

91),
prepared

by
A

SH
C

onsulting
G

roup,
P

ublished
by

SN
H

•
W

indfarm
s

in
S

cotland
(July

2011)
—

M
ap

prepared
by

published
by

S
cottish

N
atural

H
eritage

1.5
T

he
proposed

site
lies

w
ithin

W
est

L
othian

C
ouncil

so
the

follow
ing

planning
docum

ents
have

been
review

ed.

•
E

dinburgh
&

the
L

othians
S

tructure
Plan

2015
•

W
est

L
othian

L
ocal

Plan
2009

•
L

andscape
C

apacity
Study

For
W

ind
E

nergy
D

evelopm
ent

In
W

est
L

othian
(S

P
G

)
(D

ecem
ber

2011)

1.6
T

his
L

andscape
S

tatem
ent

w
ill

also
review

and
assess

the
im

pacts
upon

the
landscape

character,
conservation

designations,
know

n
archaeology

and
in

m
ost

detail,
the

visual
im

pacts
of

the
proposals

on
the

w
ider

landscape.

-
-

-
—

I
H

IT
.

.
.

..
.
.

.
.

,
.

J
-
j

.—
‘

A
/

Q
T

urbine
to

be
lo

cated
at

N
S

968
664

(159m
A

O
D

)
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2.
M

et
ho

do
lo

gy

2.
1

T
he

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

of
th

is
st

ud
y

ha
s

be
en

de
ve

lo
pe

d
by

D
W

A
L

an
ds

ca
pe

A
rc

hi
te

ct
s

Lt
d

(D
W

A
)

th
ro

ug
h

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
an

d
in

ac
co

rd
an

ce
w

ith
“A

ss
es

si
ng

th
e

im
pa

ct
of

sm
al

l-
sc

al
e

w
in

d
en

er
gy

pr
op

os
al

s
on

th
e

na
tu

ra
l

he
ri

ta
ge

(F
eb

ru
ar

y
20

12
)”

pr
od

uc
ed

by
S

co
tt

is
h

N
at

ur
al

H
er

ita
ge

.
T

hi
s

su
gg

es
ts

th
e

fo
llo

w
in

g
le

ve
l

of
as

se
ss

m
en

t s
ho

ul
d

be
un

de
rt

ak
en

fo
r

tu
rb

in
es

ov
er

50
m

in
he

ig
ht

.

‘T
ur

bi
ne

s
ov

er
50

m
in

he
ig

ht
-

F
or

tu
rb

in
es

of
th

is
sc

al
e,

a
m

or
e

de
ta

il
ed

LV
IA

is
lik

el
y

to
be

re
qu

ir
ed

.
W

e
re

co
m

m
en

d
th

at
th

e
LV

IA
,

as
a

m
in

im
um

,
sh

ou
ld

in
cl

ud
e:

•
a

Z
T

V
m

ap
ou

t
to

20
km

(m
ay

ne
ed

to
be

la
rg

er
ra

di
us

fo
rv

er
y

la
rg

e
tu

rb
in

es
);

•
vi

su
al

is
at

io
ns

an
d

ph
ot

om
on

ta
ge

s
fo

cu
si

ng
on
j

vi
ew

po
in

ts
.

T
he

nu
m

be
r

an
d

lo
ca

tio
n

of
vi

ew
po

in
ts

sh
ou

ld
be

pr
op

or
ti

on
al

to
th

e
sc

al
e

of
th

e
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t a
nd

th
e

se
ns

it
iv

it
y

of
th

e
lo

ca
tio

n,
an

d
sh

ou
ld

be
ag

re
ed

w
ith

th
e

pl
an

ni
ng

au
th

or
ity

.
In

m
os

t
lo

ca
ti

on
s

be
tw

ee
n

5
an

d
10

vi
ew

po
in

ts
sh

ou
ld

be
su

ff
ic

ie
nt

;
•

an
as

se
ss

m
en

t
of

th
e

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
of

th
e

la
nd

sc
ap

e,
m

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

an
d

re
si

du
al

im
pa

ct
s;

•
a

b
as

e
pl

an
m

ap
of

al
l o

th
er

w
in

d
tu

rb
in

e
pr

op
os

al
s

in
th

e
pu

bl
ic

do
m

ai
n

to
20

km
.

T
he

he
ig

ht
th

re
sh

ol
ds

ar
e

no
t

ab
so

lu
te

.
F

or
ex

am
pl

e,
a

lO
O

m
tu

rb
in

e
in

a
lo

w
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

lo
ca

tio
n

w
ill

re
qu

ir
e

le
ss

as
se

ss
m

en
t

th
an

a
55

m
tu

rb
in

e
in

a
m

or
e

se
ns

it
iv

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

T
he

re
fo

re
,

th
e

ab
ov

e
re

qu
ir

em
en

ts
ar

e
an

in
di

ca
tio

n
of

th
e

le
ve

l l
ik

el
y

to
be

re
qu

ir
ed

bu
t

th
is

sh
ou

ld
be

ta
il

o
re

d
to

th
e

h
ei

g
h
t

o
f

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

an
d

th
e

se
n

si
ti

v
it

y
o
f

th
e

lo
ca

ti
on

.
T

he
as

se
ss

m
en

t
sh

ou
ld

fo
cu

s
on

th
e

lik
el

y
ke

y
la

nd
sc

ap
e

an
d

vi
su

al
in

te
ra

ct
io

ns
of

th
e

pr
op

os
al

w
ith

ot
he

r
co

ns
tr

uc
te

d
co

ns
en

te
d

or
ap

pl
ie

d-
fo

r
w

in
d

fa
rm

s,
an

d
ot

he
r

si
gn

if
ic

an
t

m
an

-m
ad

e
st

ru
ct

ur
es

w
ith

in
a

20
km

ra
di

us
of

th
e

si
te

.
In

ce
rt

ai
n

ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s
fo

r
ex

am
pl

e
w

he
re

se
qu

en
ti

al
im

pa
ct

s
w

ith
ot

he
r

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

m
ay

be
a

ke
y

is
su

e,
it

m
ay

be
ap

pr
op

ri
at

e
to

ex
te

nd
th

e
st

ud
y

ar
ea

bu
t

th
is

is
le

ss
lik

el
y

to
be

re
qu

ir
ed

fo
r

sm
al

l
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
.

O
ur

gu
id

an
ce

on
cu

m
ul

at
iv

e
ef

fe
ct

s
pr

ov
id

es
fu

rt
he

r
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
”

2.
2

In
or

de
r

to
as

se
ss

th
e

lik
el

y
im

pa
ct

s
of

th
e

pr
op

os
al

a
ba

se
li

ne
fo

r
th

e
ex

is
tin

g
la

nd
sc

ap
e

m
us

t f
irs

t b
e

es
ta

bl
is

he
d.

T
hi

s
w

ill
be

th
e

st
an

da
rd

ag
ai

ns
t w

hi
ch

an
y

ch
an

ge
ca

n
be

m
ea

su
re

d
ag

ai
ns

t
an

d
th

er
ef

or
e

th
e

de
gr

ee
of

im
pa

ct
de

te
rm

in
ed

.
In

or
de

r
to

do
th

is
th

e
lo

ca
tio

n
an

d
co

nt
ex

t
of

th
e

su
rr

ou
nd

in
g

ar
ea

ha
s

be
en

re
vi

ew
ed

.
T

hi
s

co
ve

rs
th

e
ge

ne
ra

l
ar

ea
,

to
po

gr
ap

hy
,

an
d

an
y

la
nd

sc
ap

e
co

ns
er

va
ti

on
or

cu
ltu

ra
l

he
ri

ta
ge

de
si

gn
at

io
ns

.

2.
4

O
nc

e
a

fa
m

ili
ar

ity
w

ith
th

e
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g
ar

ea
ha

s
be

en
es

ta
bl

is
he

d
a

sh
or

t
de

sc
ri

pt
io

n
of

th
e

pr
op

os
al

s
is

gi
ve

n
in

or
de

r
to

es
ta

bl
is

h
th

e
na

tu
re

of
w

ha
t

is
to

be
in

tr
od

uc
ed

to
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

2.
5

O
nc

e
th

e
co

nt
ex

t
an

d
pr

op
os

al
s

ha
ve

be
en

es
ta

bl
is

he
d

a
st

ud
y

of
th

e
im

pa
ct

s
th

at
w

ill
be

cr
ea

te
d

ca
n

be
ca

rr
ie

d
ou

t.
S

ec
ti

on
6

is
a

de
ta

il
ed

st
ud

y
of

th
e

V
is

ua
l

Im
pa

ct
of

th
e

pr
op

os
ed

tu
rb

in
e

on
th

e
w

id
er

la
nd

sc
ap

e
an

d
po

te
nt

ia
lly

se
ns

it
iv

e
re

ce
pt

or
s

w
ith

in
it.

T
hi

s
is

ca
rr

ie
d

th
ro

ug
h

fir
st

ly
es

ta
bl

is
hi

ng
th

e
Z

on
e

of
T

he
or

et
ic

al
V

is
ib

ili
ty

(Z
TV

)
th

at
co

ul
d

be
ca

us
ed

on
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e

if
a

“B
ar

e
E

ar
th

”
si

tu
at

io
n

w
as

th
e

ca
se

us
in

g
on

ly
to

po
gr

ap
hi

ca
l

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

to
es

ta
bl

is
h

w
he

re
vi

ew
s

w
ill

an
d

w
ill

no
t

be
po

ss
ib

le
.

T
hi

s
is

ac
hi

ev
ed

th
ro

ug
h

th
e

us
e

of
gr

ou
nd

m
od

el
lin

g
co

m
pu

te
r

so
ft

w
ar

e
an

d
or

dn
an

ce
su

rv
ey

to
po

gr
ap

hi
ca

l
da

ta
an

d
is

de
sc

ri
be

d
in

m
or

e
de

ta
il

in
th

is
se

ct
io

n.
T

he
gu

id
el

in
es

re
co

m
m

en
d

a
ra

di
us

of
20

km
.

2.
6

Fo
llo

w
in

g
th

e
cr

ea
ti

on
of

th
e

Z
T

V
dr

aw
in

g
an

on
-s

it
e

re
vi

ew
of

th
e

se
ns

it
iv

e
re

ce
pt

or
s

is
un

de
rt

ak
en

to
es

ta
bl

is
h

th
e

ba
se

li
ne

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
of

th
e

re
ce

pt
or

.
T

he
m

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

is
th

en
as

se
ss

ed
th

ro
ug

h
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n

of
th

e
ph

ys
ic

al
fe

at
ur

es
of

th
e

la
nd

sc
ap

e
an

d
di

st
an

ce
to

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

an
d

th
e

re
su

lt
an

t
im

pa
ct

of
th

e
pr

op
os

al
su

gg
es

te
d.

2.
7

In
ad

di
tio

n
to

th
e

st
ud

y
of

th
es

e
re

ce
pt

or
s

an
as

se
ss

m
en

t
ha

s
be

en
m

ad
e

of
th

e
po

te
nt

ia
l

cu
m

ul
at

iv
e

ef
fe

ct
cr

ea
te

d
by

th
is

pr
op

os
al

in
re

la
tio

n
to

ot
he

r
ex

is
tin

g
or

pr
op

os
ed

w
in

d
en

er
gy

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

w
ith

in
a

20
km

ra
di

us
.

A
ga

in
a

co
m

pu
te

r
ge

ne
ra

te
d

Z
T

V
dr

aw
in

g
ha

s
be

en
cr

ea
te

d
to

as
se

ss
th

is
po

te
nt

ia
l

im
pa

ct
.

T
hi

s
is

in
ac

co
rd

an
ce

w
ith

th
e

re
co

m
m

en
da

ti
on

s
se

t
ou

t
in

th
e

SN
H

gu
id

el
in

es
.

2.
8

T
he

st
ud

y
w

ill
pu

t
fo

rw
ar

d
so

m
e

co
nc

lu
si

on
s

fr
om

th
e

ab
ov

e
as

se
ss

m
en

ts
an

d
w

ill
co

nc
lu

de
w

ith
se

ve
n

ph
ot

o
m

on
ta

ge
s

sh
ow

in
g

ho
w

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

w
ill

ap
pe

ar
fr

om
ke

y
po

in
ts

in
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e

w
hi

ch
ha

ve
be

en
es

ta
bl

is
he

d
th

ro
ug

h
on

si
te

an
al

ys
is

of
th

e
ke

y
re

ce
pt

or
s

an
d

lo
ca

tio
ns

.
T

he
se

ph
ot

o
m

on
ta

ge
s

ha
ve

be
en

ca
rr

ie
d

ou
t

in
ac

co
rd

an
ce

w
ith

“V
is

ua
l

R
ep

re
se

nt
at

io
n

of
V

V
in

df
ar

m
s

G
oo

d
P

ra
ct

ic
e

G
ui

da
nc

e
(2

9
M

ar
ch

20
06

)”
an

d
“P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
an

d
P

ho
to

m
on

ta
ge

in
L

an
ds

ca
pe

an
d

V
is

ua
l

Im
pa

ct
A

ss
es

sm
en

t:
L

an
ds

ca
pe

In
st

itu
te

A
dv

ic
e

N
ot

e
01

/1
1”

w
he

re
it

is
ap

pr
op

ri
at

e
to

th
e

sc
al

e
of

th
e

pr
op

os
al

s.

2.
3

T
he

fo
llo

w
in

g
se

ct
io

n
th

en
lo

ok
s

at
th

e
L

an
ds

ca
pe

C
ha

ra
ct

er
of

th
e

ar
ea

as
fo

rm
al

ly
es

ta
bl

is
he

d
in

th
e

“T
he

L
ot

hi
an

’s
L

an
ds

ca
pe

C
ha

ra
ct

er
A

ss
es

sm
en

t
(N

o
91

),
pr

ep
ar

ed
by

A
SH

C
on

su
lti

ng
G

ro
up

,
P

ub
li

sh
ed

by
SN

H
”

w
hi

ch
gi

ve
s

a
fo

rm
al

de
si

gn
at

io
n

of
th

e
na

tu
re

of
th

e
si

te
an

d
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g
ar

ea
an

d
id

en
tif

ie
s

sp
ec

if
ic

se
ns

it
iv

it
ie

s
an

d
is

su
es

.
T

he
“L

an
ds

ca
pe

C
ap

ac
it

y
St

ud
y

Fo
r

W
in

d
E

ne
rg

y
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

In
W

es
t

L
ot

hi
an

”
w

ill
al

so
be

co
ns

id
er

ed
.
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4

3.
L

ocation
and

C
ontext

T
he

study
area

considered
radiates

out
from

the
turbine

location
to

20km
in

all
directions.

W
ithin

this
a

m
ore

detailed
study

w
ill

be
carried

out
of

the
landscape

w
ithin

10km
of

the
turbine.

T
his

area
is

an
extensively

developed
landscape

being
part

of
the

S
cottish

C
entral

B
elt,

w
here

the
largest

concentration
of

the
population

of
the

country
resides

outw
ith

the
m

ajor
cities.

3.2
T

he
proposed

turbine
is

to
be

located
at

the
edge

of
the

A
ldi

S
tores

Ltd
distribution

depot
on

the
w

estern
edge

of
B

athgate,
close

to
Junction

4
of

the
M

8.
T

his
section

of
the

M
8

corridor
is

charactensed
w

ith
sim

ilar
large

industrial
depots

and
distribution

centres
stretching

for
several

m
iles

along
the

edges
of

both
B

athgate
and

L
ivingston

adjacent
to

both
sides

of
the

m
otorw

ay.

3.3
T

here
are,

how
ever

a
considerable

num
ber

of
settlem

ents
w

ithin
the

study
area

particularly
associated

w
ith

the
m

otorw
ay

corridor,
although

originally
predating

it.
T

he
new

ly
developed

village
of

W
ester

Inch
lies

to
the

north
along

w
ith

the
older

villages
of

R
edm

ill
and

B
irniehill.

B
athgate

lies
to

the
east,

w
ith

L
ivingston

beyond
in

this
direction

and
A

rm
adale

to
the

w
est.

T
o

the
south,

lying
upon

raised
ground

on
either

side
of

the
w

ide
R

iver
A

lm
ond

V
alley

lie
the

settlem
ents

of
W

hitburn,
B

lackburn
and

Seafield.
B

eyond
the

A
lm

ond
V

alley
to

the
south,

lie
W

est
C

alder,
Polbeth,

B
reich

and
F

auldhouse.

3.4
T

he
M

8
m

otorw
ay

p
asses

close
to

the
south

of
the

site
linking

east
and

w
est

via
G

lasgow
and

E
dinburgh.

A
series

of
other

‘A’
roads

and
local

access
routes

radiate
from

the
M

8
through

the
settlem

ents
and

join
other

local
routes.

T
o

the
north

of
the

site
the

B
athgate

to
G

lasgow
railw

ay
line

p
asses

through
the

study
area

from
east

to
w

est.

T
opography

3.5
T

he
site

lies
on

the
northern

side
of

the
A

lm
ond

R
iverV

alley
w

hich
form

s
a

w
ide

channel
running

w
est

to
east

through
the

area
and

parallel
w

ith
the

M
8

im
m

ediately
south

of
the

site.
T

he
route

turns
further

south
to

the
east

as
itp

asses
through

B
lackburn

and
m

oves
tow

ards
L

ivingston.
T

his
valley

flattens
out

into
a

raised
plateau

tow
ards

the
northw

est
becom

ing
the

S
lam

m
anan

P
lateau.

T
o

the
north

east
the

topography
rises

m
ore

sharply
at

C
airnpapple

and
C

ockleroy
H

ills
as

part
of

the
B

athgate
H

ills.
B

eyond
these

to
the

north
is

the
R

iver
Forth

and
its

w
ide

estuary.

3.6
T

o
the

south
of

the
A

lm
ond

V
alley

lies
a

ridgeline
upon

w
hich

the
settlem

ents
of

W
hitburn,

F
auldhouse

and
L

ongridge
sit.

T
o

the
east,

on
the

opposite
side

ofthe
valley,

B
lackburn

and
S

eafield
lie

along
a

slight
rise

betw
een

the
A

lm
ond

W
ater

and
B

athgate.
B

eyond
this

to
the

south
the

land
falls

again
tow

ards
the

B
reich

W
ater

in
another

w
ide

valley
in

w
hich

the
settlem

ents
of

B
reich,

W
est

C
alder

and
P

olbeth
lie.

T
hese

tw
o

w
atercourses

m
eet

to
the

south
east

of
S

eafield
at

a
flattened

area
and

continue
east

through
L

ivingston.
T

he
landscape

continues
to

rise
on

the
south

side
of

the
B

reich
W

ater.
T

hese
geographical

features
m

ean
that

there
is

variation
in

the
topography

in
a

series
of

ridges
and

valleys
running

approxim
ately

east
to

w
est

changing
the

elevation
north

to
south

and
m

eaning
the

elevation
is

m
ore

even
from

east
to

w
est.

C
ore

P
ath

s
3.7

T
here

are
tw

o
core

path
w

ithin
2km

of
the

proposed
location

and
one

national
C

ycle
R

oute.
T

hese
are

listed
below

and
show

n
on

draw
ing

L
I:

•
N

ational
C

ycle
R

oute
75

(C
ore

P
ath

1)
•

C
ore

P
ath

25
(W

hitrigg
C

ircular)
•

C
ore

P
ath

19
(E

astW
hitburn

to
S

toneyburn)

C
ultural

H
eritage

3.8
A

s
a

landscape
w

hich
has

been
continuously

settled
for

thousands
of

years
the

study
area

has
a

range
of

cultural
heritage

features
across

it w
hich

range
in

age
and

historical
significance.

S
om

e
of

these
w

ill
be

m
ore

sensitive
to

potential
visual

im
pacts

than
others

but
the

follow
ing

list
of

potential
receptors

has
been

com
piled

from
a

range
of

sources
but

prim
arily

the
?astm

ap
”

online
database,

w
hich

provides
m

ap
based

inform
ation

on
S

cheduled
M

onum
ents,

L
isted

B
uildings

and
G

ardens
and

D
esigned

L
andscapes.

T
o

these,
a

listof
P

roperties
in

C
are

w
ithin

10km
has

been
added.

S
ch

ed
u
led

M
onum

ents
(w

ithin
5km

)
A

.
B

athgate
C

astle
B.

K
irkton

O
ld

P
arish

C
hurch

C
.

G
ala

B
rae

S
tanding

S
tone

D
.

Five
S

isters
S

hale
B

ing
E.

R
aven

C
raig

C
airn

L
isted

B
uildings

(w
ithin

2km
)

F.
E

astW
hitbum

H
ouse

G
.

B
lackburn

V
illage

B
ridge

D
esigned

G
ard

en
s

and
L

an
d
scap

es
I

P
ro

p
erties

in
C

are
IW

orld
H

eritage
S

ite
(w

ithin
10km

)
a.

C
airnpapple

Hill
(PlC

)
b.

T
orphichen

P
receptory

(PlC
)

c.
H

arbum
H

ouse
(G

&
D

L)

A
rea

3.1
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G
ar

d
en

D
e
si

g
n

e
d

L
a
n

d
sc

a
p

e

S
c
h

e
d

u
le

d
m

o
n
u
m

e
n
t

L
is

te
d

B
u

il
d

in
g

A
G

L
V

N
at

io
n

al
C

y
cl

e
P

at
h

C
o
u
n
tr

y
P

ar
k

C
o
re

P
a
th

r
P

ro
p

o
se

d
T

u
rb

in
e

A
L

D
I

S
T

O
R

E
S

L
td

,
B

A
T

H
G

A
T

E

L
i

L
o
ca

ti
o
n

an
d

C
o
n
te

x
t

Ja
n
u
ar

y
2
0
1
4
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C
o
n
serv

atio
n

3.9
T

here
are

also
several

sites
w

ithin
the

landscape
w

hich
have

been
given

a
conservation

designation.
T

hese
can

be
for

a
num

ber
of

reasons
due

to
their

rarity
as

habitats
for

ecology
or

geological
significance

or
for

their
recognised

aesthetic
qualities.

T
hese

m
ay

be
due

to
their

location
as

rare
undeveloped

areas
w

ithin
a

largely
developed

landscape
in

order
to

protect
them

againstfuture
developm

ent.
T

hose
w

hich
have

a
specific

visual
sensitivity

such
as

A
rea

of
G

reat
L

andscape
V

alue
or

C
ountry

or
R

egional
P

arks
for

their
recreational

value
and

potential
attraction

to
visitors

w
ho

m
ay

experience
visual

im
pact.

C
o
n
serv

atio
n

D
esig

n
atio

n
s

(w
ithin

10km
)

1.
B

athgate
H

ills
&

B
lackridge

H
eights

(A
G

LV
)

2.
P

olkem
m

et
(C

ountry
Park)

3.
D

echm
ont

L
aw

(A
G

LV
)

4.
B

eecraigs
(C

ountry
Park)

5.
S

lam
annan

P
lateau

(A
G

LV
)

6.
M

uiravonside
(C

ountry
Park)

7.
A

lm
ondell

&
C

alderw
ood

(A
G

LV
)

C
o

n
c
lu

sio
n

s

3.10
T

he
sites

location
w

ithin
the

S
cottish

C
entral

B
eltm

eans
that

the
landscape

of
the

study
area

is
an

extensively
developed

one.
T

his
is

a
densely

populated
area

w
ith

a
m

ix
of

residential
and

industrial
receptors

along
w

ith
a

high
num

ber
of

transport
and

infrastructure,
cultural

heritage
and

conservation
receptors.

It
is

not
necessarily

the
case

that
these

w
ill

experience
a

significant
visual

im
pact

how
ever,

and
it

is
likely

that
im

pacts
w

ill
be

experienced
to

varying
degrees

throughout,
and

m
any

w
ill

experience
no

im
pact.

T
he

physical
separation

and
nature

of
the

developm
ent

w
ill

m
ean

that
physical

im
pact

upon
the

landscape
w

ill
not

be
an

issue.
S

ection
Six

w
ill

assess
in

detail
the

degree
of

visual
im

pact
that

m
ay

be
generated

across
the

study
area.
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4.
L

andscape
C

haracter
and

C
apacity

4
1

S
cottish

N
atural

H
eritage

have
published

a
series

of
L

andscape
C

haracter
A

ssessm
en

ts
w

hich
seek

to
define

the
lan

d
scap

e
character

acro
ss

S
cotland,

identify
p

ressu
res

upon
the

ch
aracter

and
provide

guidance
for

future
m

an
ag

em
en

t
and

developm
ent

of
the

landscape
in

a
m

anner
to

b
est

protect
its

character.
T

he
m

ajority
of

th
ese

studies
are

now
approxim

ately
tw

enty
years

old
and.

w
hilst

m
any

of
the

issu
es

rem
ain

the
sam

e,
som

e
of

the
p

ressu
res

upon
the

landscape
have

evolved
in

this
tim

e.
T

his
is

particularly
true

of
renew

able
energy

w
here

natural
planning

policy
and

public
attitudes

have
altered

significantly
in

this
tim

e
period.

4.2
T

he
landscape

of
the

site
is

defined
in

“T
he

L
othians

L
andscape

C
haracter

A
ssessm

en
t

(N
o

91),
prepared

by
A

SH
C

onsulting
G

roup”
w

here
it

is
described

as
the

L
ow

land
P

lateaux
lan

d
scap

e
ch

aracter
type:

L
ow

land
P

lateaux
“In

the
w

est
ofthe

region
the

low
land

plains
rise

gently
to

m
erge

w
ith

an
undulating

area
of

plateaux.
In

addition
to

their
topography,

they
are

charactensed
by

a
rather

w
etter;

m
ore

exposed
clim

ate,
heavier

soils,
and

a
land

cover
pattern

dom
inated

by
grassland

ty
p
es”

4.3
T

his
is

furttier
defined

as
the

W
est

L
othian

P
lateaux:

“A
heavily-m

odified
low

land
plateau

landscape
w

hich
shelves

gently
eastw

ard
to

m
erge

gradually
w

ith
the

farm
land

plain
of

the
low

er
A

lm
ond.

T
he

valley
of

the
A

lm
ond

barely
registers

as
a

topographic
feature

in
this

broadly
undulating

and
predom

inantly
open

terrain.
H

ow
ever

a
num

ber
of

its
southbank

tributaries,
including

the
L

inhouse
W

ater;
B

reich
W

ater;
M

urieston
W

ater
and

W
est

C
alder

B
urn

form
narrow

and
deeply-incised

features
w

hich
link

the
upland

fringe
of

the
P

entlands
to

the
L

ow
land

Plain.
T

he
plateau

is
form

ed
of

folded
sedim

entary
rocks

of
C

arboniferous
age,

holding
extensive

oilshale
and

coal
bearing

m
easures.

To
the

east,
igneous

intrusions
create

a
strongly

rolling
terrain

w
hich

p
eak

s
at

D
echm

ontL
aw

(217m
)

to
the

north
of L

ivingston.

T
he

land
cover

of
tne

area
consists

alm
ost

entirely
of

im
proved

pasture,
divided

by
a

m
ixture

of
fences,

thin
fragm

ented
hedgerow

s,
sm

all
shelterbelts

and
broken

lines
of

hedgerow
trees.

W
oodland

is
generally

scattered
and

sm
all

to
m

edium
-scale,

com
prised

of
coniferous,

broadleaved
and

deciduous
species.

Significant
areas

of
w

oodland
and

shelterbelts
define

the
layout

of
L

ivingston
and

enclose
its

edges.
S

tretches
of

w
etter;

less
cultivable

land
throughout

the
valley

support
rough

g
rasses

scrub
and

m
arshy

hollow
s.

A
t

T
ailend

M
oss,

on
the

edge
of

L
ivingston,

heather;
cranberry

and
cotton-

g
rass

constitute
an

im
portant

raised
bog

com
m

unity.
F

urther
fragm

ents
of

low
land

peatland
are

also
of nature

conservation
value.

T
he

pow
erful

influence
of

extensive
industrial

and
residential

developm
ents

from
the

19th
and

20th
centuries

h
as

pervaded
the

agricultural
plain.

T
he

oil-shale
and

m
ining

boom
of

the
19th

century
drastically

reshaped
the

settlem
ents

of
the

area
including

A
rm

adale,
A

ddiew
ell

and
B

athgate,
although

the
cores

of
the

villages
of

M
id

and
E

ast
C

alder
have

rem
ained

relatively
intact.

T
he

rem
aining

bings,
the

m
ost

prom
inent

of
w

hich
is

the
Five

S
isters

n
ear

W
est

C
alder;

provide
visible

rem
inders

of
the

oils.hale
industry’,

form
ing

distinctive
landm

arks.
W

here
oil-shale

and
colliery

bings
have

been
reclaim

eci
e.g.

at
N

orth
A

ddiew
el

they
have

begun
to

form
valuable

islands
of

w
oodland

and
associated

sem
i-natural

habitats.
M

ore
recently,

1960s
and

1970s
housing

estates
and

a
shopping

precinct
have

transform
ed

the
tow

n
of

B
lackburn.

L
ivingston

N
ew

T
ow

n
spraw

ls
north

and
south

of
the

R
iver

A
lm

ond
its

layout
of

low
density

housing
and

industrial
estates

h
as

engulfed
the

original
village,

along
w

ith
farm

houses
and

m
ansions

w
hich

w
ere

scattered
across

this
area

priorto
the

1960s.

T
he

m
inorroads

and
access

tracks
w

hich
once

served
the

area
have

been
overlain

by
a

highly
prom

inent
and

often
visually

intrusive
transport

and
com

m
unications

netw
ork

consisting
ofparallel

and
intersecting

m
ajor

roads,
a

railw
ay

line,
the

M
8

m
otorw

ay
and

associated
structures

and
pylon

lines.

T
he

effects
of

the
last

tw
o

centuries,
due

to
large-scale

industrial
and

residential
developm

ent
have

heavily
m

odified
the

agricultural
landscape,

through
degradation

of
farm

land
and

engulfm
ent

of
older

settlem
ents.

D
espite

being
an

open
landscape,

the
visualhorizon

is
often

dom
inated

by
m

odem
architecturalorinfrastructural

features.

P
ositive

A
ttrib

u
tes

•
M

atrix
ofproductive

agriculturalgrassland
and

scattered
w

oodland
shelf erbelt,

and
hedgerow

features;
•

L
ocailsed

areas
of

valuable
sem

i-natural
habitats.

N
egative

A
ttributes

•
O

pen,
gently

undulating,
visually

sensitive
terrain;

•
M

ajortransportand
com

m
unications

corridor
w

ith
continuing

p
ressu

res
forexpansion;

•
Significanturban/ruralfringe

conflicts;
•

N
eed

forrenew
al and

re-integration
ofland

used
by

previous
industry.

K
ey

S
trategic

A
im

•
In

accordance
w

ith
the

C
entral

S
cotland

F
orestry

S
trategy,

fundam
entalrestructuring

is
required

through
a

range
ofm

easu
res

to
increase

w
oodland

cover
and

create
a

new
landscape

fram
ew

ork
ofsufficientscale

to
accom

m
odate

continuing
developm

entpressure.”

L
an

d
scap

e
C

apacity
S

tu
d
y

4.4
In

order
to

deal
w

ith
the

changing
p

ressu
res

relating
to

renew
able

energy
developm

ent
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7

W
es

t
L

ot
hi

an
C

ou
nc

il
ha

ve
pr

od
uc

ed
th

e
la

n
d
sc

ap
e

C
ap

ac
it

y
St

ud
y

Fo
r

W
in

d
E

ne
rg

y
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

In
W

es
t

L
ot

hi
an

(S
P

G
)

(D
ec

em
be

r
20

11
)”

.
O

f
m

os
t

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

to
th

e
pr

op
os

ed
tu

rb
in

e
is

th
e

fo
llo

w
in

g
pa

ra
gr

ap
h:

W
es

t
L

ot
hi

an
h

as
be

en
su

cc
es

sf
ul

in
re

ce
nt

y
ea

rs
in

at
tr

ac
ti

ng
ne

w
hi

gh
te

ch
no

lo
gy

el
ec

tr
on

ic
s,

so
ft

w
ar

e
an

d
bi

ot
ec

hn
ol

og
y

b
u
si

n
es

se
s

lo
ca

te
d

w
ith

in
pu

ip
os

e
bu

ilt
bu

si
ne

ss
pa

rk
s

an
d

ca
m

pu
se

s.
T

he
m

od
em

te
ch

no
lo

gi
ca

I
w

el
l

de
si

gn
ed

ch
ar

ac
te

r
of

th
es

e
ar

ea
s

co
ul

d
m

ak
e

th
em

su
it

ab
le

lo
ca

ti
on

s
fo

r
th

e
si

tin
g

of
w

in
d

tu
rb

in
es

,
w

he
re

th
er

e
m

ay
be

gr
ea

te
r

ca
pa

ci
ty

th
an

in
so

m
e

of
th

e
m

or
e

se
ns

it
iv

e,
un

de
ve

lo
pe

d
co

un
tr

ys
id

e
lo

ca
tio

ns
.

A
ny

si
te

s
co

ns
id

er
ed

su
it

ab
le

w
ou

ld
ne

ed
ca

re
fu

l
la

nd
sc

ap
e

an
d

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

as
se

ss
m

en
t,

bu
t

co
ul

d
po

te
nt

ia
ll

y
be

co
m

e
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

lo
ca

l
la

nd
m

ar
ks

ev
en

w
he

re
lo

ca
te

d
cl

os
e

to
ho

us
in

g
(in

a
si

m
il

ar
w

ay
to

th
e

tw
o

12
0m

hi
gh

tu
rb

in
es

er
ec

te
d

at
th

e
M

ic
he

lin
ty

re
fa

ct
or

y
in

D
un

de
e

in
20

06
).

P
ot

en
ti

al
lo

ca
ti

on
s

w
ith

in
W

es
t

L
ot

hi
an

m
ay

be
w

ith
in

th
e

H
ou

st
ou

n
In

du
st

ri
al

E
st

at
e

no
rt

he
as

t
of

L
iv

in
gs

to
n,

S
ta

rl
aw

B
us

in
es

s
P

ar
k

an
d

D
ea

ns
In

du
st

ri
al

E
st

at
e

w
es

t
of

L
iv

in
gs

to
n,

T
he

P
yr

am
id

s
B

us
in

es
s

P
ar

k
to

th
e

ea
st

of
B

at
hg

at
e,

Ju
nc

ti
on

4
on

th
e

M
8

cl
os

e
to

th
e

W
hi

te
hi

ll
In

du
st

ri
al

E
st

at
e,

an
d

w
ith

in
th

e
E

as
t

M
ai

ns
In

du
st

ri
al

E
st

at
e

to
th

e
ea

st
of

B
ro

xb
um

.”

C
o

n
cl

u
si

o
n

s

4.
5

T
he

de
ve

lo
pe

d
na

tu
re

of
th

e
M

8
co

rr
id

or
m

ea
ns

th
at

th
er

e
is

ca
pa

ci
ty

w
ith

in
th

e
ar

ea
to

cr
ea

te
a

la
nd

m
ar

k
tu

rb
in

e
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t
so

m
ew

he
re

w
ith

in
th

e
vi

ci
ni

ty
of

th
e

B
at

hg
at

e
an

d
L

iv
in

gs
to

n
ar

ea
.

N
o

su
ch

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

ha
s

ye
t

be
en

pr
op

os
ed

or
pe

rm
itt

ed
an

d
th

er
e

is
an

op
po

rt
un

ity
to

fil
l

th
is

po
te

nt
ia

l
w

ith
th

e
pr

op
os

ed
tu

rb
in

e.
T

he
re

ha
s

be
en

pr
ec

ed
en

t
fo

r
su

ch
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t
in

re
ce

nt
ti

m
es

w
ith

th
e

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

at
D

un
de

e
m

en
ti

on
ed

in
th

e
te

xt
.

T
he

re
ha

ve
be

en
se

ve
ra

l
ot

he
r

ex
am

pl
es

of
su

ch
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t
ac

ro
ss

S
co

tl
an

d
an

d
th

es
e

ha
ve

be
en

re
vi

ew
ed

in
de

ta
il

in
S

ec
ti

on
3

of
th

e
A

ss
oc

ia
te

d
In

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

A
ss

es
sm

en
t

pr
ep

ar
ed

in
as

so
ci

at
io

n
w

ith
th

is
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t
T

he
re

ar
e

th
er

ef
or

e
no

co
nf

lic
ts

w
ith

th
e

L
an

ds
ca

pe
C

ha
ra

ct
er

or
ca

pa
ci

ty
of

th
e

ar
ea

pr
ov

id
ed

la
nd

sc
ap

e
an

d
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
s

ar
e

w
ith

in
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

le
ve

ls
.
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5.
P

ro
p
o
sed

D
ev

elo
p
m

en
t

P
ro

p
o
sed

T
u

rb
in

e

5.1
T

he
proposal

is
for

a
single

E
nercon

E
48

turbine
at

the
A

LD
I

S
tores

Ltd
distribution

depot
near

B
athgate.

T
his

w
ill

have
a

50m
tow

er
w

ith
a

blade
tip

height
of

74m
.

T
he

rotor
diam

eter
w

ill
be

48m
.

Itw
ill

be
located

at
coordinates

N
S

968
664

at
an

elevation
74

of
159m

A
O

D
Itis

described
as

follow
s

by
the

m
anufacturer:

m

“The
E

-48
is

a
w

ind
energy

converter
w

ith
a

three
bladed

rotor;
active

pitch
co

n
tro

variable
operating

sp
eed

and
a

rated
pow

er
of

800
kW

.
Its

48
m

rotor
diam

eter
and

50—
76

m
hub

heights
enable

the
turbine

to
m

ake
efficient

use
of

the
prevailing

w
ind

w
ric

Ia
n

conditions
at

the
respective

sites
to

produce
elecfricaienergy.

n
d

direction

T
he

m
ain

objective
of

E
N

E
R

C
O

N
design

and
engineering

is
to

m
inim

ise
loads.

A
ll

turbine
com

ponents
are

developed
and

constructed
accordingly.

T
he

result
is

a
turbine

jO
.O

O
m

w
hich

is,
am

ongst
other

things,
convincing

due
to

its
low

load
leveland

long
service

life.

O
utput

controlled
by

variable
sp

eed
allow

s
the

E
-48

to
attain

m
axim

um
operation

11
efficiency

w
ithoutincreasing

operating
loads

in
the

fulland
partial

load
ranges

and
at

the
sam

e
tim

e
prevents

undesirable
output

peaks
thus

guaranteeing
excellent

yield
and

a
high

quality
ofpow

er
fed

into
the

grid.”

C
o
n
stru

ctio
n

5.2
D

etails
of

the
construction

traffic
are

set
out

in
the

traffic
assessm

en
t

docum
ent

w
h
ich

acco
m

p
an

ies
this

proposal.
T

he
site

sits
in

a
w

ell
developed

industrial
or

com
m

ercial
2

area
w

ith
w

ell
established

transport
links.

A
crane

w
ill

be
required

during
the

installation
p
ro

cess
but

this
w

ill
sit

upon
the

existing
hardstanding

adjacent
to

the
proposed

location
and

w
ill

not
require

any
tem

porary
access

tracks
or

crane
p
ad

s
to

be
installed.

A
dditional

im
pact

cau
sed

during
installation

w
ill

therefore
be

restricted
to

the
erection

of
a

crane
during

assem
bly

w
hich

should
not

take
m

ore
than

a
few

days.

-
.

S
e1ction3

D
eco

m
m

issio
n
in

g

5.3
Sim

ilarly
during

decom
m

issioning
the

existing
infrastw

cture
should

be
sufficient

to
allow

6
0

K

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

plant
m

achinery
to

deconstruct
and

rem
ove

the
turbine

w
ith

a
m

inim
um

of
im

pact.
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6.
V

is
u

al
Im

p
a
c
ts

Z
on

e
of

T
h
eo

re
ti

ca
l

V
is

ib
il

it
y

6.
1

T
he

fo
llo

w
in

g
is

a
st

ud
y

of
th

e
Z

on
e

of
T

he
or

et
ic

al
V

is
ib

ili
ty

(Z
TV

)
th

at
th

e
pr

op
os

ed
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t
w

ou
ld

be
an

ti
ci

pa
te

d
to

cr
ea

te
,

i.e
.

th
e

pa
rc

el
of

la
nd

fr
om

w
hi

ch
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
w

ou
ld

be
se

en
.

Fo
r

th
e

pu
rp

os
es

of
th

is
st

ud
y

an
ar

ea
of

20
km

in
al

l
di

re
ct

io
ns

fr
om

th
e

si
te

w
as

th
er

ef
or

e
us

ed
fo

r
a

de
ta

il
ed

vi
su

al
an

al
ys

is
.

T
hi

s
is

co
ns

id
er

ed
as

an
ad

eq
ua

te
ra

di
us

to
co

ve
r

th
e

lik
el

y
im

pa
ct

s
ca

us
ed

by
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
w

ith
in

th
is

la
nd

sc
ap

e
an

d
gi

ve
n

th
e

co
nt

ex
tu

al
fa

ct
or

s
de

sc
ri

be
d

in
th

e
pr

ev
io

us
se

ct
io

ns
.

T
he

an
al

ys
is

fo
llo

w
s

th
e

m
et

ho
d

se
t

ou
t

in
“G

ui
de

lin
es

fo
r

L
an

ds
ca

pe
an

d
V

is
ua

l
A

ss
es

sm
en

t”
S

ec
on

d
E

di
tio

n
20

02
,

pu
bl

is
he

d
by

th
e

L
an

ds
ca

pe
In

st
itu

te
.

6.
2

T
he

Z
T

V
ha

s
be

en
es

ta
bl

is
he

d
th

ro
ug

h
gr

ou
nd

m
od

el
an

al
ys

is
so

ft
w

ar
e

an
d

to
po

gr
ap

hi
ca

l
L

an
d-

Fo
rm

PR
O

FI
L

E
da

ta
su

pp
li

ed
by

O
rd

na
nc

e
Su

rv
ey

.
T

he
Z

T
V

ou
tp

ut
da

ta
sh

ow
s

th
e

ar
ea

s
fr

om
w

hi
ch

th
e

si
te

ca
n

be
se

en
ba

se
d

on
th

e
to

po
gr

ap
hy

of
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e

al
on

e.
T

he
gr

ou
nd

m
od

el
ta

ke
s

no
ac

co
un

t
of

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

or
bu

ilt
st

ru
ct

ur
es

in
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e

an
d

is
a

“B
ar

e
E

ar
th

”
re

pr
es

en
ta

ti
on

.

6.
3

W
ith

in
th

e
Z

1V
,

th
er

e
w

ill
be

ar
ea

s,
w

hi
ch
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L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

M
ed

iu
m

6.
25

T
he

F
ie

ld
in

gs
E

q
u
es

tr
ia

n
C

en
tr

e—
1.

83
5k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
A

s
an

ag
ri

cu
ltu

ra
l

in
du

st
ry

si
te

,
th

is
re

ce
pt

or
w

ill
ha

ve
a

m
ed

iu
m

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

lie
s

ad
ja

ce
nt

to
th

e
se

tt
le

m
en

t
of

E
as

t
W

hi
tb

um
an

d
th

e
ho

us
es

of
th

e
se

tt
le

m
en

t
w

ou
ld

he
lp

to
sc

re
en

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

fr
om

th
is

re
ce

pt
or

.
V

ie
w

s
ca

nn
ot

be
di

sc
ou

nt
ed

fr
om

th
e

en
ti

re
co

m
pl

ex
bu

t
th

e
m

ai
n

co
re

of
bu

ild
in

gs
sh

ou
ld

be
sc

re
en

ed
fr

om
an

y
vi

ew
s.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ve

ry
lo

w
.
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L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

L
ow

6.26
T

orbanehill
M

ains—
1.961

km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
A

s
a

w
orking

farm
,

this
receptor

w
ill

have
a

m
edium

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
he

m
ain

dw
elling

of
the

farm
lies

to
the

south
facing

in
that

direction.
It

lies
low

in
the

landscape
relative

to
the

proposed
turbine

and
view

s
w

ould
be

at
least

partially
screened

by
tree

cover
over

the
distance.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

be
negligible.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
egligible

B
ey

o
n
d

2km
fro

m
D

ev
elo

p
m

en
t

6.27
B

eyond
this

range
there

are
m

any
farm

s
and

dw
ellings

w
ithin

the
landscape

although
these

are
generally

restricted
to

the
low

lying
valley.

T
hese

sm
all

holdings
generally

tend
to

be
sheltered

and
often

lie
in

tree
covered

surroundings.
T

his
m

eans
that

view
s

w
ould

dim
inish

quickly
and

w
hilst

som
e

receptors
w

ould
have

som
e

clear
view

s
of

the
proposed

turbine
the

m
ajority

w
ould

not
and

the
distance

w
ould

begin
to

m
itigate

and
changes

to
view

s
or

im
pacts

experienced
by

any
receptors

w
here

view
s

are
present.

C
o
n
clu

sio
n

6.28
T

here
are

a
few

individual
farm

buildings
and

hom
esteads

w
ithin

2km
of

the
site

how
ever

the
larger

settlem
ents,

industrial
developm

ent
and

transport
infrastructure

m
ean

that
these

are
not

extensively
present

and
already

lie
w

ithin
a

context
of

developm
ent.

Im
pact

levels
can

therefore
be

considered
to

be
generally

low
er

as
the

m
agnitude

of
change

created
in

introducing
a

further
industrial

elem
ent

w
ill

be
less

significant
than

in
other,

m
ore

rural
locations.

T
O

W
N

S
A

N
D

V
IL

L
A

G
E

S

6.29
T

hese
receptor

types
refer

to
larger

rural
settlem

ents,
villages

and
tow

ns.
T

hese
groups

of
receptors

are
m

ade
up

of
a

range
of

individual
receptors

of
significant

levels
of

sensitivity
including

m
any

listed
buildings.

Sensitivity
w

ill
therefore

be
high.

T
his

is
generally

m
itigated

by
the

increase
in

density
of

screening
elem

ents
w

ithin
these

types
of

receptors
such

as
tree

cover
and

builtstructures.
O

ften
they

are
also

associated
w

ith
w

ater
courses

and
historically

are
located

in
sheltered

niches
in

the
landscape

helping
to

further
lim

it view
s

in
som

e
directions.

0
-2

k
m

fro
m

D
ev

elo
p
m

en
t

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
sm

all
ham

let
lies

to
the

north
of

the
site.

A
s

a
residential

settlem
ent

it
w

ill
have

a
high

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
change

—
This

sm
all

settlem
ent

is
a

relatively
new

developm
ent

of
large

detached
houses

across
the

A
7066.

T
he

houses
m

ost
affected

w
ould

be
those

on
the

southern
edge

adjacent
to

the
A’

road
although

none
of

these
face

directly
south

tow
ards

the
turbine

being
orientated

east
and

w
est

V
iew

s
of

the
turbine

w
ould

be
clear

from
the

southem
edge

ifnot
for

the
large

w
arehouse

structure
on

the
south

side
of

the
A

7066
w

hich
w

ould
in

fact
screen

m
uch

of
the

turbine
leaving

view
s

of
the

blade
tips

only.
A

t
this

d
o
se

range
the

m
ovem

ent
of

the
blades

w
ould

have
an

increased
visual

im
pact

but
the

screening
effect

of
the

buildings
on

the
m

ajority
of

the
turbine

w
ould

m
itigate

this
to

som
e

degree.
O

verall
m

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

m
edium

based
on

the
houses

on
the

southern
side

of
the

developm
ent.

T
he

effects
of

any
shadow

flicker
upon

these
dw

ellings
should

also
be

considered
but

is
beyond

the
scope

of
this

study.
(Photo

m
ontage

I
show

s
the

view
from

close
to

this
location.

O
ther

im
ages

w
ere

taken
w

ithin
the

housing
estate

but
buildings

and
tree

cover
on

the
boundary

w
ith

the
A

7066
m

eant
that

there
w

ere
no

clear
view

s
ofthe

site
w

hich
w

ould
be

suitable
for

the
creation

of
a

photo
m

ontage.
T

his
h
as

obvious
im

plications
for

the
potential

visual
im

pact
from

this
estate.)

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

6.31
Inch,W

estof
S

im
pson

P
rim

ary
S

chool
—

601
m

from
the

turbine
to

nearest
property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
new

housing
developm

ent
lies

to
the

east
of

the
site.

A
s

a
residential

area
itw

ill
have

a
high

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact

M
agnitude

of
change

—
This

large
new

developm
ent

is
currently

under
construction.

Som
e

of
the

houses
on

southem
and

w
estern

boundaries
w

ould
have

view
s

of
the

turbine.
W

ithin
the

developm
ent

clear
view

s
w

ould
quickly

becom
e

screened
by

other
developm

ent.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

high
for

those
houses

on
the

nearest
edge

of
the

developm
ent

although
this

w
ould

dim
inish

quickly
w

ithin
the

developm
ent

and
w

ith
distance

from
the

turbine.
S

om
e

view
s

w
ould

rem
ain

w
ithin

the
site

in
som

e
places

w
here

localised
circum

stances
allow

.
(P

hoto
M

ontage
2

show
s

the
view

from
the

roundaboutatthe
entrance

to
this

developm
enton

the
A

7066.)

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

H
igh

6.32
R

edm
ill

—
920m

from
the

turbine
to

nearest
property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
sm

all
ham

let
lies

in
a

sm
all

valley
to

the
south

of
the

site.
A

s
a

residential
settlem

ent
itw

ill
have

a
high

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
change

—
This

sm
all

settlem
ent

lies
to

the
south

across
the

M
8

on
the

south
of

the
A

lm
ond

V
alley.

It
lies

low
in

the
valley

close
to

the
river

on
its

north
side.

T
here

is
m

uch
tree

cover
in

the
valley

particularly
next

to
the

river.
T

his
w

ould
help

to
screen

view
s

from
m

any
places

in
the

settlem
ent

but
the

close
proxim

ity
m

eans
that

view
s

are
likely

from
the

southern
side

of
the

settlem
ent

at
least

of
the

blades
and

upper
areas

ofthe
turbine.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

be
m

edium
.

6.30
In

ch
cro

ss
—

404m
from

the
turbine

to
nearest

property
L

evel
of

Im
pact

—
M

edium
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6.
33

B
ir

ni
eh

il
l

—
99

0m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

sm
al

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
lie

s
in

a
sm

al
l

va
lle

y
to

th
e

no
rt

h
of

th
e

si
te

.
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

se
tt

le
m

en
t

lie
s

to
th

e
no

rt
h

on
th

e
fa

r
si

de
of

an
in

du
st

ri
al

ar
ea

.
T

hi
s

an
d

ot
he

r
el

em
en

ts
in

th
e

la
nd

sc
ap

e
sc

re
en

cl
ea

r
vi

ew
s

fr
om

m
an

y
pl

ac
es

in
th

e
se

tt
le

m
en

t
bu

t
so

m
e

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

on
th

e
fa

r
si

de
of

th
e

in
du

st
ri

al
la

nd
sc

ap
e

w
ou

ld
be

po
ss

ib
le

in
pl

ac
es

.
T

hi
s

is
an

al
re

ad
y

de
gr

ad
ed

la
nd

sc
ap

e
an

d
m

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

co
ul

d
be

co
ns

id
er

ed
lo

w
.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

L
ow

6.
34

B
la

ck
bu

rn
—

1.
16

km
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

sm
al

l
to

w
n

lie
s

in
a

sm
al

l
va

lle
y

to
th

e
so

ut
h

ea
st

of
th

e
si

te
.

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

se
tt

le
m

en
t

si
ts

on
th

e
no

rt
h

si
de

of
th

e
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
w

he
re

th
e

la
nd

ri
se

s
up

be
tw

ee
n

B
at

hg
at

e
an

d
th

e
co

ur
se

of
th

e
R

iv
er

A
lm

on
d.

T
hi

s
is

a
ge

nt
le

ri
se

in
th

e
to

po
gr

ap
hy

w
hi

ch
m

ea
ns

th
at

so
m

e
pr

op
er

ti
es

w
ith

in
th

es
e

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

w
ou

ld
ha

ve
cl

ea
re

r
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
fr

om
w

ith
in

,
w

ith
ou

t
cl

ea
r

vi
ew

to
th

e
no

rt
h

be
in

g
pr

ev
al

en
t

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
.

T
he

ar
ea

s
w

he
re

vi
ew

s
ar

e
m

os
t

lik
el

y
w

ou
ld

be
at

th
e

w
es

te
rn

ed
ge

an
d

so
m

e
ar

ea
s

at
th

e
no

rt
h

w
es

te
rn

ed
ge

.
F

ur
th

er
ea

st
sc

re
en

in
g

el
em

en
ts

w
ou

ld
hi

de
vi

ew
s

to
th

e
no

rt
h

an
d

tr
ee

co
ve

r
as

so
ci

at
ed

w
ith

th
e

M
8

an
d

A
lm

on
d

R
iv

er
co

rr
id

or
s

w
ou

ld
ad

d
to

th
e

sc
re

en
in

g
ef

fe
ct

.
T

he
re

w
ou

ld
be

no
vi

ew
s

fr
om

th
e

ce
nt

re
of

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
t.

O
ve

ra
ll

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

or
no

ne
bu

t
m

ed
iu

m
to

lo
w

in
a

fe
w

ar
ea

s
w

he
re

vi
ew

s
w

ou
ld

be
po

ss
ib

le
in

th
e

no
rt

h
an

d
w

es
te

rn
ed

ge
s.

(P
ho

to
m

on
ta

ge
7

il
lu

st
ra

te
s

vi
ew

s
fr

om
th

e
w

es
to

fB
la

ck
bu

rn
on

th
e

A
70

5)

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

M
ed

iu
m

to
L

ow

6.
35

E
as

tW
hi

tb
ur

n
—

1.
19

km
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

sm
al

l
ha

m
le

t
lie

s
in

a
sm

al
l

va
lle

y
to

th
e

so
ut

h
of

th
e

si
te

an
d

is
se

pa
ra

te
d

fr
om

th
e

la
rg

er
se

tt
le

m
en

t
of

W
hi

tb
ur

n
by

an
ar

ea
of

op
en

co
un

tr
ys

id
e.

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

he
se

tt
le

m
en

tw
ou

ld
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

a
si

m
ila

r
im

pa
ct

to
B

la
ck

bu
rn

.
V

ie
w

s
w

ou
ld

be
po

ss
ib

le
fr

om
th

e
pe

ri
ph

er
al

dw
el

lin
gs

cl
os

es
t

to
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
bu

t
w

ou
ld

be
sc

re
en

ed
fr

om
w

ith
in

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ith

in
th

e
se

tt
le

m
en

tw
ou

ld
be

ne
gl

ig
ib

le
or

no
ne

bu
t

w
ou

ld
be

hi
gh

to
m

ed
iu

m
fo

r
th

es
e

dw
el

lin
gs

on
th

e
ea

st
er

n
ed

ge
,

di
m

in
is

hi
ng

w
ith

di
st

an
ce

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

H
ig

h
to

M
ed

iu
m

6.
36

In
ch

,
E

as
t

of
S

im
p

so
n

P
ri

m
ar

y
S

ch
oo

l
—

1.
21

km
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

ne
w

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

lie
s

to
th

e
ea

st
of

th
e

si
te

on
th

e
ea

st
er

n
si

de
of

th
e

ot
he

r
ne

w
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t
at

In
ch

de
sc

ri
be

d
pr

ev
io

us
ly

.
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

si
ts

in
a

lo
w

er
ly

in
g

fl
at

ar
ea

to
th

e
ea

st
of

th
e

si
te

an
d

no
rt

h
of

th
e

A
70

66
.

S
om

e
ob

sc
ur

ed
vi

ew
s

m
ay

be
po

ss
ib

le
fr

om
a

ve
ry

fe
w

dw
el

lin
gs

on
th

e
w

es
te

rn
ed

ge
of

th
e

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

bu
t

th
e

gr
ea

t
m

aj
or

ity
of

th
is

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

w
ou

ld
ha

ve
no

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
37

W
hi

te
si

de
—

1.
35

km
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

sm
al

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
lie

s
to

th
e

no
rt

h
of

B
im

ie
hi

ll.
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
Th

e
po

si
tio

n
of

th
is

se
tt

le
m

en
t

an
d

th
e

sc
re

en
in

g
el

em
en

ts
be

tw
ee

n
it

an
d

th
e

pr
op

os
ed

si
te

w
ou

ld
m

ea
n

th
at

m
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
38

W
hi

tb
um

—
1.

48
km

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
ne

ar
es

t
pr

op
er

ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

sm
al

l
to

w
n

lie
s

to
th

e
so

ut
h

w
es

t
of

th
e

pr
op

os
ed

si
te

.
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
Si

m
ila

rly
to

E
as

t
W

hi
tb

ur
n

th
is

se
tt

le
m

en
t

w
ou

ld
ha

ve
vi

ew
s

fr
om

ar
ea

s
on

th
e

ea
st

er
n

pe
ri

ph
er

y,
cl

os
es

t
to

th
e

pr
op

os
ed

tu
rb

in
e,

w
hi

ch
w

ou
ld

qu
ic

kl
y

di
m

in
is

h
w

ith
in

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
t

In
th

e
no

rt
h

th
e

bu
ilt

fo
rm

lie
s

lo
w

in
th

e
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
w

he
re

to
po

gr
ap

hy
an

d
tr

ee
co

ve
r

he
lp

s
to

sc
re

en
vi

ew
s

in
m

an
y

in
st

an
ce

s.
V

ie
w

s
w

ou
ld

be
co

m
e

m
or

e
po

ss
ib

le
w

ith
di

st
an

ce
so

ut
h

as
th

e
la

nd
ri

se
s

bu
t

sc
re

en
in

g
el

em
en

ts
w

ou
ld

be
co

m
e

m
or

e
fr

eq
ue

nt
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ou

ld
be

lo
w

re
du

ci
ng

qu
ic

kl
y

to
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

or
no

ne
.

(P
ho

to
m

on
ta

ge
5

il
lu

st
ra

te
s

vi
ew

s
fr

om
th

e
no

rt
h

w
es

t
of

W
hi

tb
um

at
th

e
si

te
of

th
e

ne
w

H
ea

rt
la

nd
s

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t.)

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

L
ow

6.
39

F
al

si
de

—
1.

78
km

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
ne

ar
es

t
pr

op
er

ty

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

ar
ea

of
B

at
hg

at
e

lie
s

fu
rt

he
r

no
rt

h
of

th
e

si
te

th
an

W
hi

te
si

de
.

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

se
tt

le
m

en
t

lie
s

in
a

di
p

in
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e

so
th

at
th

e
so

ut
he

rn
ed

ge
is

lo
w

er
th

an
th

e
no

rt
he

rn
ed

ge
.

T
he

Z
1V

pr
ed

ic
ts

th
at

so
m

e
th

eo
re

ti
ca

l
vi

ew
w

ou
ld

be
po

ss
ib

le
.

T
he

re
al

ity
is

th
at

tr
ee

co
ve

r
an

d
ot

he
r

sc
re

en
in

g
el

em
en

ts
w

ou
ld

sc
re

en
m

os
t

of
th

e
vi

ew
s

fr
om

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
t

an
d

an
y

vi
ew

s
w

hi
ch

re
m

ai
ne

d
w

ou
ld

be
pa

rt
ia

lly
sc

re
en

ed
an

d
of

a
sm

al
l

m
ag

ni
tu

de
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

2-
5k

m
fr

om
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

6.
40

B
at

hg
at

e
—

2k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
ne

ar
es

t
pr

op
er

ty

   
   

- 9
2 

-  
   

 



14

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
large

tow
n

lies
to

the
east

of
the

site.
A

s
a

residential
settlem

ent
it

w
ill

have
a

high
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
he

tow
n

lies
on

a
relatively

flat
plateaux

on
the

northern
side

of
the

A
lm

ond
V

alley
although

the
topography

begins
to

nse
on

the
north

eastern
side

of
the

tow
n.

T
he

flat
nature

of
the

landscape
and

the
dense

developm
ent

w
ith

a
considerable

industrial
sector

in
the

w
est

and
south

adjacent
to

the
M

8
corridor

m
eans

that
there

are
unlikely

to
be

view
s

of
the

turbine
from

sensitive
residential

areas
for

the
m

ajority
of

the
settlem

ent.
S

om
e

view
s

m
ay

start
to

becom
e

possible
on

the
eastern

side
as

the
land

rises
up

but
these

w
ill

be
over

a
greater

distance
and

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
low

.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

L
ow

6.41
A

rm
adale—

2.31
km

from
the

turbine
to

nearest
property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
large

village
lies

to
the

north
w

est
of

the
site.

A
s

a
residential

settlem
ent

itw
ill

have
a

high
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

The
topography

and
tree

cover
in

the
landscape

m
ean

that
view

s
w

ill
generally

not
be

possible
from

this
settlem

ent
particularly

the
w

estern
side

w
here

the
ZTV

show
s

that
theoretical

view
s

are
not

possible.
In

the
rest

of
the

settlem
ent

view
s

w
ould

be
screened

by
built form

and
tree

cover.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

negligible.
(P

hoto
m

ontage
3

dem
onstrates

view
s

from
the

east
side

of
A

rm
adale.)

L
evel

of
Im

pact—
N

egligible

6.42
Seafleld—

3.36km
from

the
turbine

to
nearest

property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
village

lies
to

the
east

of
the

site.
A

s
a

residential
settlem

ent
it

w
ill

have
a

high
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

S
eafield

sits
upon

the
area

of
raised

land
betw

een
B

athgate
an

the
R

iver
A

lm
ond.

S
om

e
view

s
w

ill
be

possible
how

ever
from

the
northern

edge
of

the
village

looking
back

tow
ards

the
site.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

be
m

edium
to

low
.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

to
L

ow

6.43
S

toneybum
—

3.61km
from

the
turbine

to
nearest

property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
sm

all
ham

let
lies

in
the

B
reich

W
ater

V
alley

to
the

south
of

the
site.

A
s

a
residential

settlem
ent

it w
ill

have
a

high
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
he

Z
T

V
show

s
that

only
a

sm
all

part
of

S
toneyburn

w
ill

have
potential

view
s

of
the

turbine.
In

reality
screening

elem
ents

w
ill

reduce
view

s
to

a
negligible

level.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ill
be

negligible

L
evel

of
Im

pact—
N

egligible

6.44
L

ongridge
—

4.13km
from

the
turbine

to
nearest

property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
sm

all
ham

let
lies

along
a

ridge
to

the
south

w
est

of
the

site.
A

s
a

residential
settlem

ent
itw

ill
have

a
high

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

V
iew

s
across

the
w

ide
A

lm
ond

V
alley

w
ill

be
possible

from
the

northern
edge

of
the

site
before

the
settlem

ent
extends

south
over

the
ridge

into
low

er
ground.

T
his

w
ill

screen
the

m
ajority

of
the

settlem
ent

from
view

s
but

d
ear

view
s

w
ill

be
possible

from
the

northern
edge.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
m

edium
reducing

quickly
to

none.
(P

hoto
M

ontage
6

show
s

the
view

from
the

A
706

at
the

edge
ofL

ongridge)

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

6.45
L

oganlea—
4.29km

from
the

turbine
to

nearest
property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
sm

all
ham

let
lies

to
the

south
east

of
S

toneybum
.

A
s

a
residential

settlem
ent

itw
ill

have
a

high
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
he

Z
T

V
show

s
the

m
ajority

of
the

settlem
ent

w
ill

have
no

possible
view

s.
A

gain
screening

elem
ents

w
ill

allow
no

view
s

in
reality.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
none

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
one

6.46
A

dd
iew

ell
—

4.49km
from

the
turbine

to
nearest

property

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
village

lies
in

a
valley

to
the

south
east

of
S

toneyburn
and

L
oganlea.

A
s

a
residential

settlem
ent

it w
ill

have
a

high
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

V
iew

s
w

ill
not

be
possible

from
this

settlem
ent

due
to

the
topography

and
other

screening
elem

ents.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ill
be

none.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
one

5-10km
fro

m
D

ev
elo

p
m

en
t

6.47
B

rid
g
eh

o
u
selB

rid
g
ecastle

—
5.2km

from
the

turbine
to

n
earest

property

S
ensitivity

—
A

s
a

residential
settlem

ent
it w

ill
have

a
high

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g
e

—
T

hese
sm

all
settlem

ents
sit

to
the

north
of

A
rm

adale
and

are
unlikely

to
have

clear
view

s
of

the
turbine

from
m

any
locations.

S
om

e
view

s
m

ay
be

possible
but

these
w

ould
be

m
ostly

screened
and

over
som

e
distance.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
negligible.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
egligible

6.48
T

orphichen
—

5.4km
from

the
turbine

to
nearest

property

S
ensitivity

—
A

s
a

residential
settlem

ent
itw

ill
have

a
high

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

The
Z

T
V

show
s

scattered
potential

view
s.

T
hese

are
unlikely

to
be

significant
and

m
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

be
negligible

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
egligible
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6.
49

W
es

t
C

al
de

r—
5.

4k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
ne

ar
es

t
pr

op
er

ty
S

en
si

ti
vi

ty
—

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
h

ig
h

se
ns

it
iv

it
y

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
g

e
—

Th
is

sm
al

l
vi

lla
ge

lie
s

to
th

e
w

es
t

of
A

rm
ad

al
e

an
d

w
ou

ld
no

t
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
g
e

—
T

hi
s

se
tt

le
m

en
t

lie
s

to
th

e
so

ut
h

of
th

e
B

re
ic

h
W

at
er

in
a

lo
w

ha
ve

an
y

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

du
e

to
sc

re
en

in
g

el
em

en
ts

ov
er

th
e

la
nd

sc
ap

e.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

ly
in

g
ar

ea
cl

os
e

to
th

e
va

lle
y

fl
oo

r.
T

he
to

po
gr

ap
hy

be
tw

ee
n

it
an

d
th

e
si

te
al

on
g

w
ith

of
ch

an
ge

w
ou

ld
be

no
ne

.
th

e
pr

es
en

ce
of

th
es

e
se

tt
le

m
en

ts
an

d
tr

ee
co

ve
r

m
ea

n
th

at
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
w

ill
no

t
be

po
ss

ib
le

fr
om

th
is

sm
al

l
to

w
n.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ill
be

no
ne

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
on

e

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
on

e
6.

55
W

es
t

H
ar

w
oo

d
—

7.
2k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

6.
50

L
iv

in
gs

to
n

—
5.

5k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
ne

ar
es

t
pr

op
er

ty
S

en
si

ti
vi

ty
—

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
hi

s
sm

al
l

ha
m

le
t

lie
s

to
th

e
so

ut
h

am
id

a
gr

ea
t

de
al

of
tr

ee
co

ve
r.

It
is

un
lik

el
y

to
ha

ve
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
an

d
an

y
w

hi
ch

ex
is

t
w

ill
be

of
a

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
L

iv
in

gs
to

n
lie

s
to

th
e

ea
st

al
on

g
th

e
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
at

a
si

m
ila

r
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

m
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
.

el
ev

at
io

n.
A

s
a

N
ew

T
ow

n
it

ha
s

be
en

la
id

ou
t

w
ith

a
hi

gh
de

gr
ee

of
w

oo
dl

an
d

co
ve

r
an

d
st

ru
ct

ur
e

pl
an

tin
g.

T
hi

s
te

nd
s

to
en

su
re

th
at

vi
ew

s
do

no
t

ca
rr

y
fa

r
be

yo
nd

th
e

to
w

n
L

ev
el

of
Im

pa
ct

—
N

eg
li

gi
bl

e
its

el
f

ex
ce

pt
to

ar
ea

s
of

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
ly

hi
gh

gr
ou

nd
no

rt
h

an
d

so
ut

h.
V

ie
w

s
to

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
6.

56
E

as
tf

ie
ld

—
7.

4m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

th
e

w
es

t w
ill

th
er

ef
or

e
no

t
be

po
ss

ib
le

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ill

be
no

ne

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
on

e
S

en
si

ti
vi

ty
—

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

6.
51

H
ar

th
il

l/
G

re
en

ri
g

—
5.

8k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

to
ne

ar
es

t
pr

op
er

ty
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
g

e
—

Th
is

se
tt

le
m

en
t

lie
s

to
th

e
w

es
t

of
H

ar
th

ill
an

d
w

ou
ld

no
t

ha
ve

an
y

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
no

ne
.

S
en

si
ti

v
it

y
—

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
on

e
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
g
e

—
T

he
se

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

lie
to

th
e

w
es

t
al

on
g

th
e

M
8

co
rr

id
or

,
ag

ai
n

6.
57

M
id

C
al

de
r—

9.
5k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

on
a

si
m

ila
r

el
ev

at
io

n.
T

he
Z

T
V

sh
ow

s
vi

ew
s

be
in

g
po

ss
ib

le
fr

om
th

is
lo

ca
tio

n
bu

t
in

re
al

ity
it

is
un

lik
el

y
th

at
th

er
e

w
ill

be
an

yw
he

re
w

ith
in

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

w
he

re
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
S

en
si

ti
vi

ty
—

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

tu
rb

in
e

w
ou

ld
be

po
ss

ib
le

.
If

an
y

ex
is

t
th

ey
w

ill
be

br
ie

f
an

d
of

a
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

m
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
ov

er
th

is
di

st
an

ce
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
Th

is
se

tt
le

m
en

t
lie

s
to

th
e

ea
st

of
L

iv
in

gs
to

n.
It

w
ill

no
t

ha
ve

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

an
y

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ill
be

no
ne

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
on

e
6.

52
W

es
tf

ie
ld

—
6k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

6.
58

II
sh

ou
ld

be
no

te
d

th
at

w
ith

in
th

is
hi

gh
ly

po
pu

la
te

d
ar

ea
w

ith
se

ve
ra

l
to

w
ns

an
d

la
rg

e
S

en
si

ti
vi

ty
—

A
s

a
re

si
de

nt
ia

l
se

tt
le

m
en

t
it

w
ill

ha
ve

a
hi

gh
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
.

vi
lla

ge
s

m
an

y
w

ill
ha

ve
no

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
es

at
al

l.
F

au
ld

ho
us

e,
D

ec
hm

on
t,

A
vo

nb
ri

dg
e,

S
ta

nd
bu

m
,

L
in

lit
hg

ow
an

d
U

ph
al

l
al

l
lie

w
ith

in
th

e
10

km
st

ud
y

ar
ea

bu
t

w
ill

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

he
Z

T
V

sh
ow

s
sc

at
te

re
d

po
te

nt
ia

l
vi

ew
s.

T
he

se
ar

e
un

lik
el

y
ha

ve
no

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

pr
op

os
ed

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t.

to
be

si
gn

if
ic

an
t

an
d

m
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

C
o
n
cl

u
si

o
n

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
53

P
ol

be
th

—
6k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

6.
59

A
s

an
ex

te
ns

iv
el

y
de

ve
lo

pe
d

la
nd

sc
ap

e,
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

ly
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g
th

e
M

8
co

rr
id

or
,

th
er

e
ar

e
m

an
y

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

w
hi

ch
ha

ve
po

te
nt

ia
l

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e.

T
he

to
po

gr
ap

hy
of

th
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

se
tt

le
m

en
t

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
m

ea
ns

th
at

vi
ew

s
ac

ro
ss

B
at

hg
at

e
an

d
L

iv
in

gs
to

n
ar

e
lim

ite
d

du
e

to
sc

re
en

in
g

el
em

en
ts

qu
ic

kl
y

re
du

ci
ng

vi
ew

s
w

ith
in

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

th
em

se
lv

es
.

T
he

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
Th

is
se

tt
le

m
en

t
lie

s
to

th
e

no
rt

h
ea

st
of

W
es

t
C

al
de

r
an

d
w

ill
to

po
gr

ap
hy

to
th

e
so

ut
h

of
th

e
M

B
co

rr
id

or
co

nt
ai

ns
vi

ew
s

fr
om

tr
av

el
lin

g
fu

rt
he

r
th

an
th

e
si

m
ila

rl
y

no
t

ha
ve

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ill
be

no
ne

.
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
in

to
th

e
B

re
ic

h
W

at
er

V
al

le
y.

S
et

tl
em

en
ts

to
th

e
so

ut
h

of
th

e
si

te
al

on
g

th
e

M
8

co
rr

id
or

w
ill

ha
ve

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

fr
om

m
an

y
lo

ca
tio

ns
.

T
he

se
w

ill
fa

ll
m

ai
nl

y
L

ev
el

of
Im

pa
ct

—
N

on
e

on
th

e
ed

ge
s

cl
os

es
t

to
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
as

,
ag

ai
n,

sc
re

en
in

g
el

em
en

ts
in

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

w
ill

qu
ic

kl
y

re
du

ce
vi

ew
s

ou
tw

ith
th

em
.

V
ie

w
s

fr
om

In
ch

to
th

e
no

rt
h

w
ill

al
so

be
po

ss
ib

le
bu

t
6.

54
B

la
ck

ri
dg

e
—

6.
2k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
to

ne
ar

es
t

pr
op

er
ty

th
es

e
w

ill
be

m
iti

ga
te

d
by

th
e

la
rg

e
bu

ild
in

gs
to

th
e

no
rt

h
of

th
e

pr
op

os
ed

lo
ca

tio
n

w
hi

ch
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w
ill

help
to

screen
the

turbine,
at

least
in

part.
T

here
w

ill
inevitably

be
a

visual
im

pact
upon

som
e

dw
ellings

that
w

ill
be

deem
ed

negative
by

som
e

residents
as

is
the

nature
of

turbine
developm

ents
in

the
view

of
the

public.
It

w
ill

be
m

itigated
by

the
industrial

nature
of

the
landscape

how
ever

and
this

m
ust

also
be

m
easured

against
the

current
favourable

national
policy

tow
ards

w
ind

energy.
T

he
concept

of
a

landm
ark

turbine
in

this
area

also
suggests

that
som

e
visibility

of
the

turbine
w

ill
be

acceptable
and

a
positive

feature
provided

that
a

reasonable
stand-off

can
be

m
aintained.

T
he

industrial
surroundings

of
the

im
m

ediate
vicinity

of
the

proposed
location

w
ill

act
as

a
buffer

to
a

large
d
eg

ree
to

m
aintain

this
stand-off.

T
R

A
N

S
P

O
R

T
R

O
U

T
E

S

6.60
R

eceptors
travelling

along
m

ain
transport

routes
w

ill
experience

a
constantly

changing
view

of
the

surrounding
countryside.

S
om

e
view

s
w

ill
be

brief
and

others
m

ay
change

m
ore

gradually
over

distance
but

all
w

ill generally
be

briefly
experienced

and
the

degree
of

im
pact

w
ill

alter
quickly

as
progress

is
m

ade
on

the
route.

O
rientation

relative
to

direction
of

travel
can

also
be

a
factor

as
view

s
w

hich
fall

directly
in

the
line

of
sight w

ill
be

m
ore

noticeable
than

those
lying

perpendicular
to

the
direction

of
travel.

0
-2

k
m

fro
m

D
e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t

6.61
A

7066
-

0.325km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

m
ain

local
route

carrying
heavy

traffic.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
he

stretch
of

this
road

betw
een

W
hitehill

Industrial
E

state
and

the
roundabout

w
ith

the
A

801
w

ill
have

fairly
clear

view
s

of
the

turbine
to

the
south

although
the

b
ase

w
ill

be
partially

screened
by

the
large

w
arehouse

buildings
w

hen
travelling

adjacent
to

them
in

the
w

estern
half

of
this

section
of

the
road.

F
urther

east
of

the
W

hitehill
Industrial

E
state

the
tree

cover
and

built
elem

ents
w

ill
screen

view
s.

M
agnitude

over
this

stretch
w

ill
be

high
how

ever.
(Photo

M
ontages

one
and

tw
o

illustrate
view

s
from

this
road.)

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

6.62
M

8
-

0.495km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

—
T

his
is

the
m

ain
road

link
betw

een
G

lasgow
and

E
dinburgh

and
the

busiest
route

in
S

cotiand.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

V
iew

s
from

the
M

8
w

ill
only

be
possible

from
a

relatively
short

stretch
betw

een
P

olkem
m

et
C

ountry
P

ark
and

B
lackburn.

From
P

olkem
m

et
to

the
new

H
eartlands

developm
ent

to
the

south
of

the
M

8
view

s
w

ill
be

broken
up

by
elem

ents
in

the
landscape

and
view

s
of

the
blades

are
all

that
are

likely
to

be
possible.

(P
hoto

m
ontage

five
dem

onstrates
view

from
this

direction
close

to
the

M
8

at
H

eartlands.)
B

etw
een

H
eartlands

and
E

ast
W

hitburn
view

s
w

ill
becom

e
d

earer
but

w
ill

still
be

partially
screened

by
tree

cover.
C

lear
view

s
w

ill
be

possible
betw

een
E

ast
W

hitbum
and

B
lackburn

at
the

closest
sections

of
the

M
8

to
the

site
around

Junction
4.

F
urther

east
view

s
of

the
turbine

are
obscured

from
view

.
T

his
is

because
the

busy
road

tends

to
pass

through
a

depressed
channel

in
the

landscape
particularly

relative
to

built
up

areas.
T

here
is

also
a

high
degree

of
tree

cover
and

structure
planting

along
this

corridor
w

hich
helps

to
screen

view
s

over
distance

from
the

m
ajority

of
the

road.
T

here
are

a
num

ber
of

large
industrial

buildings
in

this
particular

section
of

the
road

w
hich

add
of

the
screening

effect.
O

ver
this

stretch,
around

junction
4,

the
m

agnitude
of

change
w

illbe
high

but
over

the
road

as
a

w
hole

itw
ill be

low
.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

6.63
A

801
-

0.495km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

busy
local

route.
It w

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g
e

—
V

iew
s

w
ill

be
possible

from
this

road
in

the
stretch

betw
een

the
M

8
and

the
K

uehne
N

agel
buildings.

F
urther

north
this

large
building

w
ill

screen
view

s
of

the
turbine

and
beyond

this
partially

screened
view

s
in

scattered
pockets

w
ill

be
possible.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
high

to
m

edium
and

w
ill

dim
inish

w
ith

distance
northw

ards.
(Photo

m
ontage

3
illustrates

the
view

from
close

to
the

junction
w

ith
the

A
89)

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

6.64
B

7002
-

0.695km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

w
ill

be
used

prim
arily

as
local

access
and

w
ill

be
of

a
low

to
m

edium
sensitivity.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g
e

—
T

his
road

extends
north

from
the

roundabout
on

the
A

801.
V

iew
s

w
ill

be
possible

from
scattered

points
along

this
road

but
w

ill
m

ostly
be

at
least

partially
screened

by
the

large
building

to
the

north
and

by
tree

cover
in

the
landscape.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

be
low

.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

L
ow

6.65
A

706
-

0.720km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

busy
local

route.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
his

road
approaches

the
roundabout

on
the

A
801

and
becom

es
the

A
7066

north
of

the
site.

T
here

w
ould

be
som

e
view

s
of

the
turbine

although
partially

screened
by

tree
cover

and
buildings.

T
hese

view
s

w
ill

becom
e

m
ore

screened
w

ith
distance

to
the

w
est

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
m

edium
to

low
.

(Photo
M

ontage
6

show
s

the
view

from
the

A
706

atthe
edge

of
L

ongridge)

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

to
L

ow

6.66
A

705
-

1.150km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

m
ain

local
route

carrying
heavy

traffic
running

parallel
w

ith
the

M
8

through
the

area.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

im
pact.
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M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
C

le
ar

vi
ew

s
w

ill
be

po
ss

ib
le

in
th

e
st

re
tc

h
be

tw
ee

n
B

la
ck

bu
rn

an
d

E
as

t
W

hi
tb

ur
n

di
re

ct
ly

to
th

e
so

ut
h

of
th

e
si

te
,

al
th

ou
gh

sm
al

l
sc

al
e

lo
ca

li
se

d
sc

re
en

in
g

su
ch

as
ad

ja
ce

nt
to

R
ed

m
ill

w
ill

ha
ve

an
ef

fe
ct

in
pl

ac
es

.
T

he
tu

rb
in

e
w

ill
be

pe
rp

en
di

cu
la

r
to

th
e

di
re

ct
io

n
of

tr
av

el
w

hi
ch

w
ill

ha
ve

a
m

iti
ga

tin
g

ef
fe

ct
on

th
e

vi
ew

s
of

dr
iv

er
s.

F
ur

th
er

to
th

e
ea

st
an

d
w

es
t

th
e

bu
ilt

fo
rm

s
of

th
e

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

w
ill

sc
re

en
vi

ew
s

al
th

ou
gh

br
ie

f
gl

im
ps

es
w

ill
be

po
ss

ib
le

in
pl

ac
es

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ill

be
m

ed
iu

m
ov

er
th

e
sh

or
t

st
re

tc
h

an
d

ne
gl

ig
ib

le
be

yo
nd

.
(P

ho
to

M
on

ta
ge

7
sh

ow
s

th
e

vi
ew

fr
om

th
e

A
70

5
n

ea
r

B
la

ck
bu

rn
).

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

M
ed

iu
m

6.
67

B
79

2
—

1.
54

0k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

ro
ad

w
ill

be
us

ed
pr

im
ar

ily
as

lo
ca

l
ac

ce
ss

an
d

w
ill

be
of

a
lo

w
to

m
ed

iu
m

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

ro
ad

p
as

se
s

th
ro

ug
h

B
la

ck
bu

rn
in

to
B

at
hg

at
e

an
d

th
e

bu
ilt

fo
rm

of
bo

th
se

tt
le

m
en

ts
w

ill
sc

re
en

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

al
on

g
its

fu
ll

le
ng

th
.

A
br

ie
f

gl
im

ps
e

m
ay

be
po

ss
ib

le
as

th
e

ro
ad

p
as

se
s

ov
er

th
e

M
B

bu
t

tr
ee

co
ve

r
al

on
g

th
e

ro
ad

w
ou

ld
ap

pe
ar

to
m

in
im

is
e

th
is

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ou

ld
be

ne
gl

ig
ib

le
.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
68

R
ai

lw
ay

-
1.

17
0k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

ra
ilw

ay
lin

e
ca

rr
ie

s
tr

ai
ns

fr
om

B
at

hg
at

e
to

th
e

w
es

t
It

is
no

t
th

e
m

ai
n

G
la

sg
ow

to
E

di
nb

ur
gh

lin
e

ho
w

ev
er

.
It

w
ill

be
of

m
ed

iu
m

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

ra
ilw

ay
p
as

se
s

th
ro

ug
h

a
de

pr
es

se
d

ch
an

ne
l

to
th

e
no

rt
h

of
th

e
si

te
.

It
is

fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
su

rr
ou

nd
ed

by
tr

ee
s

bu
t

it
is

lik
el

y
th

at
so

m
e

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

w
ou

ld
be

po
ss

ib
le

fr
om

sc
at

te
re

d
pl

ac
es

.
T

he
se

w
ou

ld
be

of
th

e
bl

ad
es

on
ly

an
d

se
en

at
sp

ee
d.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
69

N
at

io
na

l
C

yc
le

P
at

h
75

(C
or

e
P

at
h

1)
—

1.
15

0k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

ro
ut

e
is

a
na

tio
na

lly
re

co
gn

is
ed

re
cr

ea
ti

on
al

ro
ut

e.
It

w
ill

ha
ve

a
m

ed
iu

m
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

N
C

R
pa

th
on

ce
fo

llo
w

ed
th

e
lin

e
of

th
e

di
sm

an
tl

ed
ra

ilw
ay

th
ro

ug
h

th
e

st
ud

y
ar

ea
cl

os
es

t
to

th
e

si
te

.
T

hi
s

ra
ilw

ay
lin

e
ha

s
be

en
re

op
en

ed
in

re
ce

nt
ye

ar
s

an
d

th
e

cy
cl

e
ro

ut
e

al
te

re
d

to
fo

llo
w

al
on

g
si

de
th

e
ra

ilw
ay

.
T

he
m

aj
or

ity
of

th
e

ro
ut

e
in

th
e

st
ud

y
ar

ea
w

ou
ld

ha
ve

no
vi

ew
s

as
it

p
as

se
s

th
ro

ug
h

a
bu

ilt
up

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

an
d

ar
ea

s
of

tr
ee

co
ve

r
ho

w
ev

er
it

is
lik

el
y

th
at

oc
ca

si
on

al
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
w

ou
ld

be
po

ss
ib

le
to

th
e

so
ut

h
fr

om
th

e
st

re
tc

h
of

th
e

ro
ut

e
be

tw
ee

n
B

at
hg

at
e

an
d

A
rm

ad
al

e.
T

he
se

w
ill

ho
w

ev
er

ca
us

e
a

lo
w

m
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

L
ow

6.
70

C
or

e
P

at
h

25
(W

hi
tr

ig
g

C
ir

cu
la

r)
-

1.
35

0k
m

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

ro
ut

e
is

a
lo

ca
lly

re
co

gn
is

ed
re

cr
ea

ti
on

al
ro

ut
e.

It
w

ill
ha

ve
a

m
ed

iu
m

to
lo

w
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

ro
ut

e
fo

rm
s

a
lo

op
ex

te
nd

in
g

ea
st

fr
om

co
re

pa
th

19
(b

el
ow

)
an

d
p

as
se

s
th

ro
ug

h
an

ar
ea

of
w

oo
dl

an
d

pl
an

tin
g.

T
hi

s
w

ill
of

te
n

sc
re

en
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
bu

t
d
ea

r
vi

ew
s

ar
e

in
ev

ita
bl

e
in

at
le

as
t

so
m

e
se

ct
io

ns
of

th
e

pa
th

.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ou

ld
be

m
ed

iu
m

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

M
ed

iu
m

to
L

ow

6.
71

C
or

e
P

at
h

19
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as
tW

hi
tb

ur
n

to
S

to
n
ey

b
u
m
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1.

39
0k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

ro
ut

e
is

a
lo

ca
lly
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co

gn
is

ed
re

cr
ea

ti
on

al
ro

ut
e.

It
w

ill
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ve
a

m
ed

iu
m

to
lo

w
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

to
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

hi
s

pa
th

ap
pe

ar
s

to
fo

llo
w

th
e

lin
e

of
a

di
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an
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ed
ra

ilw
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an
d
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g
th

e
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st
er

n
ed

ge
of

E
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t
W

hi
tb

ur
n.

T
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la
nd

sc
ap

e
to

th
e

im
m

ed
ia

te
ea

st
of

th
e

pa
th

lie
s

be
hi

nd
a

sl
ig

ht
ri

se
w

hi
ch

w
ill

sc
re

en
vi

ew
s
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ro

ss
th

e
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
fr

om
th

e
hi

gh
es

t
se

ct
io

ns
bu

t
th

e
vi

ew
s

w
ill

op
en

ou
t

w
ith

di
st

an
ce

no
rt

h
an

d
cl

ea
r

vi
ew

s
w

ill
be

po
ss

ib
le

cl
os

er
to

th
e

A
70

5.
M

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ill

be
m

ed
iu

m
.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

M
ed

iu
m

to
L

ow
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5k

m
fr

om
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

6.
72

B
70

8
—

2.
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fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
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vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

ro
ad

w
ill

be
us

ed
pr

im
ar

ily
as

lo
ca

l
ac

ce
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an
d

w
ill

be
of

a
lo

w
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iu
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se
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iti
vi

ty
.
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ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e
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T

hi
s

ro
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lin
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al

e
an

d
B

at
hg
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by
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g
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er
th

e
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80
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ie

w
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w
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ge
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ra
ll

y
no

t
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po
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ib
le
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th
e

po
in
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w

he
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e

ro
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ev
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ed
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s
th

e
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er
e

vi
ew

s
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tu
rb

in
e

w
ou

ld
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f
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e
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ut
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di
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n
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el
.

T
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rb

in
e

w
ou

ld
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lly
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m
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tu

de
of

ch
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ge
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e
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be
of

a
lo

w
to

m
ed

iu
m

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
.
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.
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e
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e
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w
ould

how
ever

be
negligible.

(Photo
M

ontage
3

show
s

the
view

from
the

A
89

n
ear

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
egligible

A
rm

adale).
6.80

B
7010

—
4.37km

from
the

turbine
L

evel
of

Im
pact

—
N

egligible
S

ensitivity
-

T
his

road
w

ill
be

used
prim

arily
as

local
access

and
w

ill
be

of
a

low
to

6
7
5

A
800

—
2.46km

from
the

turbine
m

edium
sensitivity.

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

busy
local

route.
It w

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g
e

—
T

his
road

runs
also

in
the

B
reich

W
ater

V
alley

to
the

south
of

im
pact.

the
A

lm
ond

V
alley

and
it

is
unlikely

that
significant

view
s

of
the

turbine
w

ould
be

possible.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

negligible.
M

agnitude
of

ch
an

g
e

—
V

iew
s

m
ay

be
possible

from
the

northern
section

of
this

road
w

here
this

road
leaves

the
A

801.
T

his
w

ill
be

over
som

e
distance

and
the

low
er

L
evel

of
Im

pact—
N

egligible
sections

of
the

turbine
w

ould
be

screened.
F

urther
south

on
the

road
view

s
w

ould
be

screened,
particularly

w
hen

entering
B

athgate.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

5
-1

0
k

m
fro

m
D

e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t
negligible.

6.81
A

71
—

5.1km
from

the
turbine

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
egilgible

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

busy
local

route.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

6
7
6

B
7066

—
2.53m

from
the

turbine
im

pact.

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

w
ill

be
used

prim
arily

as
local

access
and

w
ill

be
of

a
low

to
M

agnitude
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

his
is

a
busy

road
running

approxim
ately

parallel
w

ith
the

M
8

m
edium

sensitivity,
to

the
south.

T
his

road
runs

through
the

B
elch

W
ater

V
alley

through
W

est
C

alder
and

other
settlem

ents.
T

he
topography

com
bined

w
ith

the
distance

and
screening

elem
ents

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
his

road
p

asses
along

the
north

side
of

W
hitburn.

Itw
ill

have
in

the
landscape

w
ill

m
ean

that
significant

view
s

are
not

likely
to

occur
along

the
route.

view
s

of
the

turbine
in

places
and

m
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

be
m

edium
to

low
.

A
ny

view
s

w
hich

occur
w

ould
be

brief,
over

distance
and

perpendicular
to

the
direction

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

to
L

ow
of

travel.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

negligible.

6.77
B

7069
—

2.69km
from

the
turbine

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

N
egligible

6.82
A

704
—

5.4km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

w
ill

be
used

prim
arily

as
local

access
and

w
ill

be
of

a
low

to
m

edium
sensitivity.

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

busy
local

route.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
his

p
asses

through
the

centre
of

W
hitbum

and
w

ill
be

im
pact.

screened
by

the
buildings.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
illbe

none.
M

agnitude
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

his
road

leaves
the

A
71

w
est

of W
est

C
alder

and
heads

south

L
evel

of
Im

pact—
N

one
w

est
over

the
higher

ground
tow

ards
Forth.

V
iew

s
over

the
topography

are
m

ore
possible

but
the

increased
distance

and
developed

context
of

the
landscape

w
ould

6.78
A

779
—

3.5km
from

the
turbine

m
ean

that
significant change

in
view

s
is

unlikely.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

low
.

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

is
a

busy
local

route.
Itw

ill
have

a
m

edium
sensitivity

to
visual

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

L
ow

im
pact.

6.83
A

899
—

8.7km
from

the
turbine

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

V
iew

s
of

the
turbine

are
unlikely

to
be

possible
from

this
road

w
hich

lies
at

the
edge

of
L

ivingston.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

negligible.
S

ensitivity
-

T
his

road
is

a
busy

local
route.

Itw
ill

have
a

m
edium

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.
L

evel
of

Im
pact

—
N

egligible
M

agnitude
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

his
road

p
asses

through
the

centre
of

L
ivingston.

V
iew

s
of

6.79
B

7015
—

3.71km
from

the
turbine

the
turbine

w
ould

notbe
possible

and
m

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

none.

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
road

w
ill

be
used

prim
arily

as
local

access
and

w
ill

be
of

a
low

to
L

evel
of

Im
pact—

N
one

m
edium

sensitivity.
C

onclusion
M

agnitude
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

his
road

runs
in

the
B

reich
W

ater
valley

to
the

south
of

the
A

lm
ond

V
alley

and
it

is
unlikely

that
significant

view
s

of
the

turbine
w

ould
be

possible.
6.84

T
he

m
ain

transport
receptor

w
ithin

the
area

is
the

M
8

m
otorw

ay.
T

his
w

ill
have

view
s

of

M
agnitude

ofchange
w

ould
be

negligible,
the

turbine
from

a
section

close
to

Junction
4

w
here

the
view

s
open

up
to

give
clear

lines
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of
si

te
to

th
e

no
rt

h.
T

he
se

vi
ew

s
w

ill
co

nt
in

ue
w

es
t

fo
r

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y
5k

m
to

th
e

st
re

tc
h

ad
ja

ce
nt

to
P

ol
ke

m
m

et
C

ou
nt

ry
P

ar
k

al
th

ou
gh

th
e

tr
ee

co
ve

r
an

d
la

rg
e

K
uh

ne
an

d
N

ag
el

bu
ild

in
gs

w
ill

sc
re

en
it

to
so

m
e

de
gr

ee
.

T
o

th
e

ea
st

so
m

e
vi

ew
s

w
ill

be
po

ss
ib

le
fr

om
a

fe
w

lo
ca

ti
on

s
bu

t
th

e
de

pr
es

se
d

el
ev

at
io

n
of

th
e

ro
ad

w
ay

,
tr

ee
co

ve
r

an
d

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t

ad
ja

ce
nt

to
th

e
ro

ad
w

ill
sc

re
en

vi
ew

s
in

th
e

m
aj

or
ity

of
ca

se
s.

If
th

e
co

nc
ep

t
of

a
la

nd
m

ar
k

fe
at

ur
e

tu
rb

in
e

is
to

be
br

ou
gh

t
fo

rw
ar

d
th

en
th

e
lim

ite
d

st
re

tc
h

of
ro

ad
w

he
re

cl
ea

r
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
ar

e
po

ss
ib

le
sh

ou
ld

no
t

pr
es

en
t

a
vi

su
al

im
pa

ct
w

hi
ch

is
un

ac
ce

pt
ab

le
.

6.
85

O
th

er
ro

ad
s

to
th

e
no

rt
h

m
ay

ha
ve

sc
at

te
re

d
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
bu

t
im

pa
ct

le
ve

ls
w

ill
no

t
be

si
gn

if
ic

an
t.

T
o

th
e

so
ut

h
th

e
A

70
5

an
d

A
70

6
w

ill
ha

ve
vi

ew
s

to
th

e
tu

rb
in

e
as

th
ey

pa
ss

th
ro

ug
h

op
en

co
un

tr
ys

id
e

on
th

e
so

ut
h

si
de

of
th

e
va

lle
y

bu
t

vi
ew

s
w

ill
be

sc
re

en
ed

as
th

ey
pa

ss
th

ro
ug

h
th

e
se

tt
le

m
en

ts
.

C
U

L
T

U
R

A
L

H
E

R
IT

A
G

E

6.
86

C
ul

tu
ra

l
he

ri
ta

ge
re

ce
pt

or
s

ca
n

be
hi

st
or

ic
al

el
em

en
ts

w
ith

in
th

e
la

nd
sc

ap
e

su
ch

as
S

ch
ed

ul
ed

M
on

um
en

ts
,

L
is

te
d

B
ui

ld
in

gs
or

G
ar

de
ns

an
d

D
es

ig
ne

d
L

an
ds

ca
pe

s
or

ca
n

si
m

pl
y

be
si

gn
if

ic
an

t
lo

ca
l

fe
at

ur
es

w
hi

ch
co

nt
ri

bu
te

to
th

e
ch

ar
ac

te
r

of
th

e
st

ud
y

ar
ea

.
L

ev
el

s
of

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
w

ill
va

ry
gr

ea
tl

y
de

pe
nd

in
g

on
th

e
na

tu
re

of
th

e
re

ce
pt

or
an

d
m

ay
no

t
be

re
la

te
d

to
th

ei
r

cl
as

si
fi

ca
tio

n
bu

t
ra

th
er

th
er

e
fu

nc
tio

n,
at

tr
ac

tio
n

to
vi

si
to

rs
an

d
th

e
im

po
rt

an
ce

of
se

tt
in

g
to

th
ei

r
ch

ar
ac

te
r.

0-
2k

m
fr

o
m

D
ev

el
o
p
m

en
t

S
ch

ed
ul

ed
M

on
um

en
ts

6.
87

B
at

hg
at

e
C

as
tl

e
—

1.
92

km
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

hi
st

or
ic

fe
at

ur
e

is
m

ar
ke

d
on

m
ap

s
an

d
lis

te
d

as
B

at
hg

at
e

C
as

tl
e

un
de

r
th

e
S

ch
ed

ul
ed

M
on

um
en

ts
re

gi
st

er
.

It
is

ho
w

ev
er

pa
rt

of
th

e
fa

ir
w

ay
of

B
at

hg
at

e
G

ol
f

C
ou

rs
e

an
d

ex
is

ts
as

no
m

or
e

th
an

a
sl

ig
ht

m
ou

nd
in

g
of

ea
rt

h.
It

w
ill

ha
ve

no
re

al
vi

su
al

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
V

ie
w

s
fr

om
th

is
ar

ea
w

ill
be

ac
ro

ss
th

e
go

lf
co

ur
se

w
hi

ch
is

a
la

rg
e

ar
ea

of
op

en
sp

ac
e

ho
w

ev
er

th
er

e
is

a
la

rg
e

in
du

st
ri

al
ar

ea
on

th
e

ea
st

er
n

si
de

of
th

e
si

te
an

d
a

la
rg

e
de

gr
ee

of
tr

ee
co

ve
r

on
th

e
w

es
te

rn
ed

ge
of

th
e

co
ur

se
.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ill
be

lo
w

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

L
is

te
d

B
ui

ld
in

gs

6.
88

E
as

tW
hi

tb
ur

n
I-

lo
us

e
(C

A
T

C
)

—
1.

61
km

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

lis
te

d
bu

ild
in

g
w

as
a

fa
rm

ho
us

e
an

d
ba

m
s

w
hi

ch
ha

ve
be

en
co

nv
er

te
d

in
to

te
rr

ac
e

an
d

m
ew

s
ho

us
in

g.
A

s
a

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

bu
ild

in
g

it
w

ill
ha

ve
a

hi
gh

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

he
m

ai
n

lis
te

d
bu

ild
in

gs
fa

ce
s

no
rt

h
ea

st
bu

t
co

ul
d

ha
ve

po
te

nt
ia

l
vi

ew
s

of
th

e
tu

rb
in

e.
T

he
re

is
ho

w
ev

er
a

la
rg

e
am

ou
nt

of
tr

ee
co

ve
r

to
th

e
no

rt
h

of
th

e
bu

ild
in

gs
sc

re
en

in
g

vi
ew

s
to

th
e

A
70

5.
T

hi
s

co
m

bi
ne

d
w

ith
th

e
ex

is
tin

g
bu

ild
in

gs
on

th
e

so
ut

h
si

de
of

th
e

A
70

5
w

ou
ld

m
ea

n
th

at
cl

ea
r

vi
ew

s
of

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

ac
ro

ss
th

e
A

lm
on

d
V

al
le

y
w

ou
ld

be
un

lik
el

y.
T

he
m

ag
ni

tu
de

of
ch

an
ge

w
ill

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
89

B
la

ck
bu

rn
V

il
la

ge
B

ri
dg

e
—

1.
97

km
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

br
id

ge
ov

er
th

e
ri

ve
rA

lm
on

d
lie

s
to

th
e

so
ut

h
of

B
la

ck
bu

rn
.

It
is

an
ol

d
ro

ad
br

id
ge

w
hi

ch
ha

s
be

en
m

od
if

ie
d

to
su

it
gr

ea
te

r
tr

af
fi

c
lo

ad
s.

It
w

ill
ha

ve
a

ve
ry

lo
w

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

he
br

id
ge

lie
s

at
th

e
lo

w
po

in
t

in
th

e
va

lle
y

ov
er

th
e

ri
ve

r
w

ith
bu

ild
in

gs
to

th
e

no
rt

h.
V

ie
w

s
w

ill
no

t
be

po
ss

ib
le

an
d

m
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ill
be

no
ne

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
on

e

G
ar

d
en

s
an

d
D

es
ig

ne
d

L
an

d
sc

ap
es

I
P

ro
p
er

ti
es

in
C

ar
e

IW
or

ld
H

er
it

ag
e

S
it

e

6.
90

T
he

re
ar

e
no

ne
af

fe
ct

ed
at

th
is

ra
ng

e

2
-5

k
m

fr
o
m

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t

S
ch

ed
u

le
d

M
on

um
en

ts

6.
91

K
ir

kt
on

O
ld

P
ar

is
h

C
hu

rc
h

—
2.

69
km

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

is
th

e
ru

in
of

a
la

rg
e

ol
d

ch
ur

ch
in

th
e

ea
st

of
B

at
hg

at
e.

It
w

ill
ha

ve
a

lo
w

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
It

is
ve

ry
un

lik
el

y
th

at
an

y
vi

ew
s

w
ou

ld
be

po
ss

ib
le

fr
om

th
is

lo
ca

tio
n

du
e

to
sc

re
en

in
g

el
em

en
ts

w
ith

in
th

e
to

w
n

an
d

th
e

di
st

an
ce

be
tw

ee
n

th
e

re
ce

pt
or

an
d

pr
op

os
ed

tu
rb

in
e.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
ne

gl
ig

ib
le

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

N
eg

li
gi

bl
e

6.
92

G
al

a
B

ra
e

S
ta

nd
in

g
S

to
ne

-
3.

88
km

fr
om

th
e

tu
rb

in
e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

hi
s

hi
st

or
ic

fe
at

ur
e

ex
is

t
as

a
st

on
e

on
a

bl
uf

f
in

an
ag

ri
cu

ltu
ra

l
fie

ld
.

It
is

hi
st

or
ic

al
ly

si
gn

if
ic

an
t

bu
tw

ill
ha

ve
a

lo
w

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
to

vi
su

al
im

pa
ct

.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

g
e

—
T

he
st

on
e

si
ts

on
a

sm
al

l
hi

ll
on

ra
is

ed
gr

ou
nd

w
ith

vi
ew

s
ov

er
B

at
hg

at
e.

T
he

tu
rb

in
e

w
ou

ld
th

er
ef

or
e

be
vi

si
bl

e
on

th
e

op
po

si
te

si
de

of
to

w
n.

M
ag

ni
tu

de
of

ch
an

ge
w

ou
ld

be
m

ed
iu

m
to

lo
w

.

L
ev

el
of

Im
pa

ct
—

L
ow

6.
93

F
iv

e
S

is
te

rs
S

ha
le

B
in

g
-

4.
4k

m
fr

om
th

e
tu

rb
in

e

S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

-
T

he
fi

ve
si

st
er

s
ar

e
a

m
an

m
ad

e
to

po
gr

ap
hi

ca
l

fe
at

ur
e

no
rt

h
of

W
es

t
C

al
de

r
fo

rm
ed

fr
om

sp
oi

l
fr

om
ol

ls
ha

le
m

in
in

g
an

d
ar

e
de

si
gn

at
ed

as
an

in
du

st
ri

al
he

ri
ta

ge

   
   

- 9
8 

-  
   

 



20

feature.
T

hey
are

a
w

ell
know

n
visual

feature
in

their
ow

n
right

and
there

are
opportunities

to
clim

b
them

although
there

does
not

appear
to

be
a

form
al

path
netw

ork
or

infrastructure
associated

w
ith

a
recognised

recreational
feature.

T
hey

w
ill

be
of

m
edium

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

V
iew

s
of

the
turbine

w
ould

be
possible

over
the

ridge
betw

een
the

A
lm

ond
and

B
reich

W
ater

valleys.
M

agnitude
of

change
w

ould
be

m
edium

to
low

.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

M
edium

to
L

ow

6.94
R

aven
C

raig
C

airn
-

4.62km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

his
sm

all
feature

sits
on

top
of

a
rocky

outcrop
am

id
an

area
of

w
oodland.

It
is

not
particularly

w
ell

know
n

or
frequented.

It
w

ill
have

a
low

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
here

m
ay

be
view

s
across

the
landscape

to
the

south
w

est
tow

ards
the

site
beyond

B
athgate.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
low

.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

L
ow

G
ard

en
s

and
D

esigned
L

an
d

scap
es

I
P

ro
p
erties

in
C

are
IW

orld
H

eritage
S

ite

6.95
T

here
are

none
affected

at
this

range

5-10km
from

D
evelopm

ent

G
ard

en
s

and
D

esigned
L

an
d

scap
es

I
P

ro
p
erties

in
C

are
IW

orld
H

eritage
S

ite

6.96
C

airnpapple
H

ill
(PlC

)
-

5.5km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
T

here
is

a
sm

all
barrow

on
top

of
this

hill.
It

attracts
visitors

to
the

site
but

also
for

the
panoram

ic
view

s
of

the
landscape

around.
It

w
ill

be
of

high
to

m
edium

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact.

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
he

view
s

from
the

top
of

C
airn

papple
Hill

are
restricted

in
the

direction
of

B
athgate

and
the

site.
V

iew
s

are
possible

from
the

w
estern

side
of

the
Hill

but
this

is
aw

ay
from

the
P

roperty
in

C
are

elem
ent

of
the

hill
top,

on
the

opposite
side

of
the

telecom
m

unications
m

ast
adjacent

to
it.

From
the

w
est

of
the

hill
and

at
this

distance
to

the
turbine

it w
ould

appear
as

a
very

sm
all

elem
ent

am
id

a
highly

developed
landscape.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ould

therefore
be

low
.

L
evel

of
Im

pact
—

Low

6.97
H

arburn
H

ouse
(G

&
D

L)
-

8.7km
from

the
turbine

S
ensitivity

-
A

s
a

designed
landscape

this
receptor

w
ill

have
a

m
edium

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact

M
agnitude

of
ch

an
g

e
—

T
his

receptor
lies

8.7km
to

the
south

east
on

the
edge

of
the

ZTV
.

H
arburn

H
ouse

itself
appears

to
be

outw
ith

the
Z

T
V

and
w

ould
have

no
view

s.
V

iew
s

from
the

rem
ainder

of
the

landscape
are

unlikely
to

be
possible

and
any

w
hich

rem
ain

w
ould

be
of

a
negligible

m
agnitude

of
change.

L
evel

of
Im

pact—
N

egligible

C
onclusion

6.98
O

f
the

identified
features

w
ithin

the
study

area
there

are
few

w
hich

have
a

potential
view

of
the

turbine.
T

orphichen
P

receptory
does

not
fall

w
ithin

the
ZTV

.
O

f
those

w
hich

do
fall

w
ithin

the
Z

T
V

visual
envelope,

there
are

none
w

hich
w

ould
experience

any
significant

level
of

visual
im

pact.

N
A

T
U

R
E

C
O

N
SE

R
V

A
T

IO
N

6.99
N

ature
conservation

sites
are

usually
designated

for
their

ecological
or

geological
features

or
for

their
aesthetic

value.
G

enerally
the

form
er

types
of

sites
have

a
low

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact
but

often
have

the
potential

to
draw

visitors
to

them
and

so
should

be
considered.

T
he

latter
types

of
sites

such
as

N
ational

S
cenic

A
reas

or
A

reas
of

G
reat

L
andscape

V
alue

have
a

high
to

m
edium

sensitivity
to

visual
im

pact
as

they
have

been
designated

in
order

to
preserve

their
visual

qualities.

0-2km
from

D
evelopm

ent

6.100
T

here
are

none
at

this
range

2-5km
from

D
evelopm

ent

6.101
B

athgate
H

ills
&

B
lackridge

H
eights

(A
G

LV
)

-
2.32km

from
the

turbine

S
ensitivity

—
T

he
B

athgate
H

ills
designated

landscape
occupies

the
raised

land
to

the
north

east
of

B
athgate

w
ith

the
B

lackridge
H

eights
to

the
north

w
est.

T
hese

form
a

continuous
arc

around
the

site
w

hich
stretches

over
a

large
area

of
the

landscape
north

of
the

site
(see

draw
ing

L
i).

A
n

A
rea

of
G

reat
L

andscape
V

alue
(A

G
LV

)
is

a
locally

designated
status

and
its

level
of

protection
can

vary
betw

een
local

authorities.
In

general
they

are
designated

on
account

of
their

scenic
and

unspoiled
characteristics.

Sensitivity
to

visual
im

pactw
ill therefore

be
high

to
m

edium
.

M
agnitude

of
C

hange
—

The
Z

T
V

show
s

that
the

great
m

ajority
of

the
A

G
L

V
w

ould
be

unaffected
by

the
proposals

w
ith

only
the

section
at

the
w

estern
edge

of
the

B
athgate

H
ills

and
south

eastern
facing

slopes
of

the
B

lackridge
H

eights
having

theoretical
view

s.
M

uch
of

these
areas

w
ill

have
localised

screening
but

som
e

view
s

w
ill

rem
ain.

M
agnitude

of
change

w
ill

be
m

edium
to

low
.

(P
hoto

M
ontage

4
show

s
the

view
from

the
view

pointatthe
K

nock
in

the
B

athgate
H

ills).

R
esu

ltan
t

Im
pact

-
M

edium
to

L
ow

6.102
P

olkem
m

et
(C

ountry
Park)

-
4.18km

from
the

turbine
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S
en

si
ti

vi
ty

—
T

hi
s

co
un

tr
y

pa
rk

lie
s

to
th

e
w

es
t

of
W

hi
tb

ur
n.
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w

po
in
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•
L
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at

io
n

-
N

S
99
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•
D

is
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nc
e

to
T
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-
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km
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A
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at
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-
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p
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ra
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7.6
V

iew
P

oint
Five

—
H

eartlands
D

evelopm
ent

•
A

pproxim
ate

E
levation

-
154m

•
L

o
catio

n
-N

S
932651

•
R

ecep
to

rT
y
p
e-R

o
ad

•
D

istance
to

T
urbine

-
3.92km

•
S

ensitivity
-

M
edium

•
A

pproxim
ate

E
levation

-
173m

C
om

m
ent

-
T

his
im

age
show

s
the

view
from

the
A

705
as

it
em

erges
from

B
lackburn.

•
R

ecep
to

r
T

ype
-

(Future)
S

ettlem
ent

T
he

turbine
w

ill
be

clearly
visible

from
this

road.
T

he
turbine

w
ill

sit
am

id
an

industrial

landscape
close

to
large

scale
buildings

w
hich

are
in

keeping
w

ith
its

scale.
•

S
ensitivity

-
H

igh

C
om

m
ent

-
T

he
view

from
the

area
w

hich
is

currently
being

developed
as

the

H
eartlands

residential
developm

ent,
to

the
w

est
of

W
hitbum

.
T

he
turbine

w
ill

be
visible

in
places

through
the

trees
butw

illappear
as

a
relatively

sm
all

elem
ent

in
the

landscape.

It
should

also
be

noted
that

this
landscape

w
ill

be
extensively

developed
in

the
near

future
w

hich
w

ill
in

turn
reduce

the
num

ber
of

locations
w

here
view

s
m

ight
be

available

for
view

s.

7.7
V

iew
P

oint
S

ix
—

L
ongridge

•
L

ocation
-

N
S

949
627

•
D

istance
to

T
urbine

-
4.26km

•
A

pproxim
ate

E
levation

-
246m

•
R

ecep
to

r
T

ype
-

S
ettlem

ent

•
S

ensitivity
-

H
igh

C
om

m
ent

-
T

he
view

from
L

ongridge
looking

north
east

across
the

w
ide

and
shallow

A
lm

ond
V

alley
and

M
8

corridor.
T

he
turbine

w
ill

be
visible

from
the

edge
of

the

settlem
ent.

Itw
ill

again
be

seen
w

ithin
the

context
of

the
large

industrial
and

com
m

ercial

w
arehouse

buildings
w

hich
w

ill
m

itigate
potential

im
pacts

from
across

the
valley,

as
w

ill

the
distance

ofover
4km

.

7.8
V

iew
P

oint
S

even
—

A
705

(near
B

lackburn)

•
L

ocation
-

N
S

976
653

•
D

istance
to

T
urbine

-
1.38km
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8
C

um
ulative

Im
pact

8.1
D

raw
ing

L5
C

um
ulative

W
indfarm

A
ctivity

—
20km

show
s

the
w

ind
farm

activity
in

the
region

over
a

20km
radius.

T
his

is
b

ased
on

SN
H

’s
W

indfarm
A

ctivity
in

S
cotland

plan
published

in
A

ugust
2013

w
hich

ap
p

ears
to

be
the

latest
version

of
the

m
ap

available
from

SN
H

.
T

his
h
as

also
b
een

checked
against

eight
C

ouncils
eplanning

w
eb

portals.
O

ver
a

period
of

tim
e

it
is

likely
that

som
e

of
the

applications
w

ill
have

advanced
and

others
m

ay
have

been
proposed.

O
thers

m
ay

have
been

w
ithdraw

n
or

refused.
T

he
inform

ation
is

as
accurate

as
w

as
possible

as
of

the
31st

January
2014.

8.2
T

he
G

uidelines
for

cum
ulative

study
set

out
in

“A
ssessing

the
im

pact
of

sm
all-scale

w
ind

energy
proposals

on
the

natural
heritage

(F
ebruary

2012)”
require

a
review

of
the

potential
cum

ulative
effects

of
the

other
w

ind
farm

developm
ents

w
ithin

a
20km

radius.
T

he
developm

ents
to

w
hich

this
applies

are
listed

below
along

w
ith

their
know

n
operational

status.

O
p

eratio
n

al
o
r

A
p

p
ro

v
ed

W
ind

D
ev

elo
p

m
en

ts

8.3
Follow

ing
on

is
a

list
of

all
of

the
operational

or
perm

itted
w

ind
turbine

developm
ents

over
50m

in
height

w
ithin

the
20km

radius.
T

h
ese

are
listed

in
order

of
their

proxim
ity

to
the

proposed
turbine

and
show

n
on

draw
ing

L5.
T

he
clo

sest
operational

developm
ent

is
at

T
orrance

w
ith

a
developm

ent
of

3no
125m

high
turbines

at
a

distance
of

5.7km
to

the
w

est.
T

here
are

tw
o

sites
here,

N
etherton

and
T

orrance,
w

hich
lie

along
the

M
8

corridor
to

the
w

est
on

the
north

side
of

the
road.

T
his

w
ill

involve
the

installation
of

5
turbines

in
total

in
close

proxim
ity

to
each

other
w

hich
w

ill
therefore

produce
a

cum
ulative

im
pact

locally
in

relation
to

each
other

but
not

in
relation

to
the

proposed
turbine.

T
here

is
potential

for
a

cum
ulative

im
pact

to
be

experienced
in

relation
to

receptors
travelling

upon
the

M
8

as
they

p
ass

this
and

the
proposed

developm
ent

in
relatively

quick
succession.

8.4
T

he
next

clo
sest

is
at

P
ates

H
ill

8km
to

the
south.

T
his

sits
on

the
high

ground
on

the
southem

side
of

the
B

reich
W

ater
V

alley.
A

t
this

distance
there

w
ill

be
a

negligible
level

of
cum

ulative
im

pact
in

conjunction
w

ith
the

proposals
and

there
is

lim
ited

visibility
of

this
developm

ent
from

the
A

lm
ond

V
alley,

M
8

C
orridor

or
vicinity

of
the

turbine
location.

T
he

rem
aining

developm
ents

are
beyond

a
distance

of
10km

and
are

even
less

likely
to

cau
se

issu
es

of
cum

ulative
im

pact
in

relation
to

the
proposed

single
turbine.

8.5
T

here
are

four
developm

ents
w

hich
have

been
granted

perm
ission

w
hich

are
closer.

T
h

ese
have

not
yet

becom
e

fully
operational

and
m

ay
in

m
any

cases
not

yet
be

a
physical

p
resen

ce
in

the
landscape.

A
n

assessm
en

t
of

their
potential

cum
ulative

im
pacts

w
ill

therefore
be

b
ased

on
assum

ptions
to

so
m

e
degree.

T
he

closest
is

at
C

ow
denhead

w
hich

w
as

initially
refused

by
W

est
L

othian
C

ouncil
but

granted
on

appeal
in

D
ecem

ber
2013.

T
he

developm
ent

at
T

orm
yw

heel
is

close
to

the
Pates

Hill
developm

entand
can

therefore
be

considered
in

a
sim

ilarw
ay

to
this

operational site.

T
his

developm
ent

h
as

been
granted

for
som

e
tim

e
w

ithout
any

sign
of

w
ork

upon
the

site
w

hich
su

g
g

ests
that

this
developm

ent
m

ay
never

com
e

to
fruition.

T
he

developm
ent

at
B

um
head

lies
to

the
northw

est
at

a
distance

of
8km

.
T

here
is

lim
ited

visibility
from

the
proposed

turbine
in

this
direction

and
the

distance
w

ill
m

ean
that

any
cum

ulative
im

pacts
are

highly
unlikely

in
relation

to
the

proposals.
T

he
L

andscape
C

apacity
S

tudy
indicated

how
ever

that
this

is
a

receptor
w

hich
h

as
the

potential
to

accom
m

odate
a

single
landm

ark
turbine

in
this

area
indicating

that
there

is
potential

for
the

single
turbine

to
be

located
and

that
there

m
ay

be
a

reaso
n
ab

le
d
eg

ree
of

separation
w

hich
w

ould
allow

the
landm

ark
turbine

to
becom

e
a

feature
in

its
ow

n
right.

N
o.

Project
D

istance
N

um
berof

upper
B

lade
Status

from
turbine

turbines
tip

height(m
)

to
nearest

point(km
)

—
—

23
C

ow
denhead

4.7
84

G
ranted

1
N

etherton
5.4

—
125

G
ranted

2
T

orrance
5.7

—
125

O
perational

3
T

orm
yw

heel
7.8

102
G

ranted
4

B
um

head
8

127
G

ranted
5

P
ates

H
ill

8
107

O
perational

6
B

lacklaw
(P

hase
1)

10.3
125

G
ranted

7
G

lenhead
10.5

—
—

77
G

ranted
8

W
ester

H
assockrigg

10.7
1
—

78
O

perational
9

U
pper

H
ayw

ood
10.7

66
O

perational
31

E
asterD

rum
clair

76
G

ranted
10

C
lim

py
1.6

1
99

G
ranted

11
G

reenw
all

—
—

88
G

ranted
12

B
lacklaw

1.9
110

O
perational

37
L

aw
head

of
S

tobw
ood

12.9
—

—
64

G
ranted

13
M

uirhall
13.3

125
O

perational
14

N
ether

B
racco

13.7
1
—

99
G

ranted
15

M
uirhall

(E
xtension)

13.9
2

_
125

G
ranted

16
G

reendykeside
16

2
100

O
perational

17
E

aster
G

lentore
16.1

1
—

102
G

ranted
18

A
SD

A
(G

ranciem
outh)

16.9
1
—

125
G

ranted
19

G
reenqairs

17.3
9

_
125

G
ranted

20
D

am
head

18.1
—

99
G

ranted

S
u

b
ject

of
P

lan
n
in

g
A

p
p
licatio

n

8.6
B

elow
is

a
list

of
w

ind
farm

and
single

turbine
developm

ents
w

hich
are

currently
in

the
planning

system
.

T
here

are
tw

o
single

turbines
proposed

w
ithin

5km
at

S
w

ineabbey
and

M
osshall.

T
he

S
w

ineabbey
developm

ent
is

clo
sest

to
the

site
on

the
south

of
the

M
8

and
is

a
proposed

in
crease

in
height

to
a

perm
itted

46m
turbine

at
that

location,
how

ever
this

increase
w

as
recently

refused.
T

he
proposed

developm
ent

at
M

osshall
lies

further
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to
the

south
of

this
on

the
higher

ground
betw

een
E

ast
W

hitbum
and

B
lackburn.

T
h

ese
tw

o
developm

ents
if

granted
have

the
potential

to
cau

se
a

d
eg

ree
of

cum
ulative

im
pact

in
conjunction

w
ith

the
proposed

turbine.
They

also
have

the
potential

to
detract

from
the

landm
ark

status
of

any
turbine

adjacent
to

the
com

m
ercial

sector
of

the
M

8
w

hich
are

associated
m

ore
w

ith
the

northern
side,

rather
than

the
open

countryside
w

here
these

are
proposed.

T
hree

other
cluster

developm
ents

are
proposed

for
the

land
to

the
w

est
betw

een
Shotts

and
Fauldhouse

at
B

enhar,
B

row
nhill

and
Starryshaw

.
T

hese
are

developm
ents

of
5.

9
and

4
turbines

respectively
and

are
located

closely
together

w
hich

willgive
them

the
appearance

of
being

a
single

large
developm

ent.
T

hese
w

ould
cause

an
elevated

cum
ulative

im
pact

w
ithin

that
area

and
potentially

upon
the

M
8

in
conjunction

w
ith

the
A

LD
I

turbine
but

the
distance

betw
een

the
proposed

developm
ent

and
these

others
is

such
thatthis

w
ould

notbe
of a

significant level.

8.7
T

he
largest

site
w

ithin
10km

is
at

H
arburnhead

w
here

22
turbines

at
a

height
of

126m
are

proposed.
T

his
w

ould
be

a
sizeable

developm
ent

w
ith

a
large

p
resen

ce
in

the
area.

It
w

ould
sit

on
the

raised
land

south
of

the
B

reich
W

ater
V

alley
close

to
the

P
ates

H
ill

D
evelopm

ent
and

the
other

perm
itted

developm
ents

w
hich

form
a

line
acro

ss
the

landscape
to

the
far

south
of

the
study

area.
T

h
ese

w
ill

have
a

considerable
cum

ulative
im

pact
acro

ss
this

lan
d
scap

e
but

this
is

a
rem

ote
raised

area
w

here
there

is
capacity

to
accom

m
odate

th
ese

increased
levels.

T
he

next
clo

sest
developm

ent
is

a
single

turbine
at

B
lairm

uckhole
9.4km

to
the

w
est

along
the

M
8

corridor.
T

his
w

ould
not

cau
se

any
significant

cum
ulative

im
pact

in
relation

the
proposals.

N
o.

P
roject

D
istance

N
um

ber
of

U
pper

B
lade

S
tatus

from
turbine

turbines
tip

height
(m

)
to

nearest
point

(km
)

21
S

w
in

eab
b
ey

0.7
1

67
R

efu
sed

22
M

osshall
2.2

1
80

LR
B

24
W

est
B

enhar
Farm

7.2
8

132
Planning

25
B

row
nhill

8.1
9

131
Planning

26
S

tarryshaw
8.5

4
125

P
lan

n
in

g
27

H
arbum

head
9

22
126

D
PE

A
28

B
lairm

uckhole
9.4

1
77

P
lanning

29
Spnnghill

10
1

103
D

PE
A

30
C

am
ilty

11
6

132
P

larlninQ
32

D
am

sid
e

11.2
8

126
R

efused
33

B
lacklaw

(P
hase

2)
11.6

11
126

Planning
34

G
ardrum

11.6
1

74
P

lanning
35

F
auch

H
ill

12.5
23

125
D

P
E

A
36

O
rm

iston
12.7

1
61

D
PE

A
38

C
ovanhill

15.1
1

51
Planning

39
G

reengairs
E

ast
15.5

8
125

Planning
40

W
esterhouse

17.9
1

51
P

lanning
41

G
reens

19.9
1

84
P

lan
n
in

g

8.8
In

general,
if

all
of

the
proposed

developm
ents

w
hich

are
currently

in
the

planning

the
central

belt
as

a
w

hole
but

the
d

eg
ree

of
separation

from
the

proposed
single

turbine
w

ould
m

ean
that

the
proposals

w
ould

contribute
very

little
to

this,
w

ith
the

potential
exception

of
the

S
w

ineabbey
and

M
osshall

proposals.
In

reality
this

is
unlikely

to
be

the
c
a
se

,
as

som
e

developm
ents

w
ill

b
e

perm
itted

and
others

w
ill

not.
T

his
should

therefore
d
ecrease

any
likely

cum
ulative

im
pact

from
this

position
w

hich
is

the
w

orst
case

scenario.

T
u
rb

in
es

below
50m

8.9
T

he
list

below
show

s
the

perm
itted

and
operational

w
ind

turbine
developm

ents
w

ith
exist

w
ithin

the
20km

but
are

below
50m

in
h
eig

h
t

T
h

ese
w

ill
have

a
significantly

low
er

visual
p
resen

ce
in

the
landscape

due
to

the
size

and
the

fact
that

they
tend

to
be

single
or

pairs
of

turbines,
although

there
are

so
m

e
sm

all
groups

p
resen

t
at

a
distance

in
this

case.
O

f
m

ost
significance

is
the

perm
itted

46m
turbine

on
the

southern
side

of
the

M
8

at
S

w
ineabbey

700m
from

the
proposed

location.
T

his
turbine

h
as

the
potential

to
cau

se
a

cum
ulative

im
pact

in
conjunction

w
ith

the
proposals

and
detract

from
its

potential
stand-alone

landm
ark

status.
T

his
lies

closer
to

the
residential

areas
of

B
lackbum

and
W

hithurn
rather

than
being

asso
ciated

w
ith

an
industrial

centre
as

the
proposed

turbine
is

and
w

ould
be

a
less

effective
landm

ark
as

intended
in

the
L

andscape
C

apacity
S

tudy.

8.10
T

here
are

other
developm

ents
perm

itted
or

existing
in

the
area

w
ithin

5km
but

th
ese

are
of

a
sm

all
scale

and
are

unlikely
to

cau
se

any
issu

es
of

cum
ulative

im
pact

in
conjunction

w
ith

the
proposals.

T
his

is
increasingly

the
case

w
ith

m
ore

distance
from

the
site.

N
o.

P
roject

D
istance

N
um

ber
of

U
pper

B
lade

S
tatus

from
turbIne

turbines
tip

height
(m

)
to

nearest
point

(km
)

—

42
S

w
in

eab
b
ey

0
.7

46
G

ranted
43

R
onoc

R
idge,

1
—

15
G

ran
ted

44
B

athgate
R

ailw
ay

D
ep

o
t

1.9
—

15
G

ranted
45

H
ardhill

2.3
—

18
O

perational
46

T
esco,

B
athgate

2.4
2
—

10
G

ranted
47

M
idseat

2.4
—

25
O

perational
48

B
athg

ate
Sport

C
entre

3.2
2
—

32
O

perational
95

E
astoun

3.4
1
—

46
G

ranted
49

N
etherhouses

3.7
1
—

20
O

perational
50

D
reghom

C
ottage

4
1

—
—

17
O

perational
51

S
toneheapC

rofts
4.7

—
—

15
G

ranted
52

Standhill,
B

lackridge
5.7

—
—

25
O

perational
53

C
athlaw

hill
5.8

—
—

34
O

perational
54

Q
uarter,

D
w

m
cross

5.8
—

—
9

O
perational

55
H

illhouse
B

eag
6

—
—

25
O

perational
56

K
w

ik
Fit,

C
arm

odean
6.8

—
—

11
G

ranted
57

B
allenbreich

7.8
—

—
15

G
ranted

58
K

now
ehead

8.6
—

—
36

O
perational

59
C

astlehill
8.9

—
—

46
G

ranted
60

S
tanebent

9.5
—

—
46

G
ranted

system
w

ere
perm

itted
there

w
ould

be
an

increased
level

of
cum

ulative
im

pact
across
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10
.2

1
46

w
10

.6
1

20

—
—

IJ
Q

IL
4

U
II

C
L

O
I.

S
J
II

C
.

.
—

-

66
E

as
t

T
ar

br
ax

12
.2

1
40

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

67
19

C
ar

m
ui

r,
Fo

rt
h

12
.5

10
G

ra
nt

ed
68

Fo
rt

h
Pr

im
ar

y
S

ch
oo

l
12

.5
6

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

69
M

ui
rh

ou
se

12
.7

20
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
70

C
ai

rn
s

H
ou

se
13

.7
28

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

71
E

as
tf

le
ld

13
.7

15
G

ra
nt

ed
72

A
in

vi
lle

13
.8

35
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
73

S
id

ew
oo

d
14

—
47

G
ra

nt
ed

74
So

ut
hf

ie
ld

14
.3

46
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
75

B
aa

d
Pa

rk
14

.5
17

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

76
D

yk
ef

oo
t

14
.6

20
G

ra
nt

ed
77

Je
an

fi
el

d
14

.8
25

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

78
B

ri
dg

e
S

tr
ee

t,
15

.4
20

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

79
C

ov
an

hl
ll

15
.5

20
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
80

M
os

sp
la

tt
16

20
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
81

E
as

te
rt

on
16

.1
20

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

82
E

as
te

rs
ea

t
16

.3
20

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

83
M

id
to

w
n

16
.9

22
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
84

T
an

hi
ll

17
.1

45
G

ra
nt

ed
85

U
pp

er
M

ui
rh

ou
se

17
.7

46
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
86

B
ar

ga
rr

an
18

.5
—

24
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
87

S
he

af
fy

kn
ow

e
18

.8
1
_

46
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
88

G
re

en
at

on
18

.9
1

27
G

ra
nt

ed
89

B
el

ls
ta

ne
T

ow
n

F
ar

m
18

.9
49

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

90
M

ei
kl

e
D

ru
m

ar
ay

19
.1

15
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
91

H
ar

el
aw

19
.1

47
O

pe
ra

ti
on

al
92

H
ar

el
aw

19
.4

24
O

pe
ra
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on

al
93

M
ui

rh
ea

d
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.4
20

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al

94
G

re
en

s
19

.9
15

G
ra
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ed

8.
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T
he

re
ar

e
no

po
te

nt
ia

lly
si

gn
if

ic
an

t
is

su
es

re
su

lti
ng

fr
om

th
os

e
pr

op
os

al
s

w
ith

in
th

e
pl

an
ni

ng
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st
em

w
ith

th
e

d
o
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n
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g

of
a
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l
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e
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d
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on
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r
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m
ov

ed
in

di
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an
ce
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om
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e
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ed

tu
rb

in
e.

N
o.

P
ro

je
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D
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ta
nc

e
N
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r
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U
pp

er
B

la
de

S
ta

tu
s

fr
om
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in
e
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(m
)

to
ne
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t
po

in
t

(k
m
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M
id

B
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4.
2

—
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w
ith

dr
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n
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N
et

he
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H
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e
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4
—
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re
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d
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H
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—
47

Pl
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ni
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B
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t
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.5
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Pl
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0
U

pp
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M
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.5
46
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ng
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W
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.9

—
46
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B
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e
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—
46
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B
ig
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R
oa

d.
C

le
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nd
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.1
25

Pl
an
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ng

10
4

B
ro

w
ns
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e

C
ou

pe
ra

ge
18

.2
—

34
Pl
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ni

ng
10

5
W
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nd

s
19

.4
—

47
Pl

an
ni

ng
10

6
T

ow
nh

ea
d

19
.9

2
45

Pl
an

ni
ng
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7

W
hi

te
cr

ai
gh

ea
d

19
.9

1
45

Pl
an
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ng
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8

H
ea

ds
In

n
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.9
2

46
Pl

an
ni

ng

C
um

ul
at

iv
e

Im
pa

ct
C

o
n
cl

u
si

o
n
s

8.
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T
he

re
is

a
po

te
nt

ia
l

cu
m
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at

iv
e

im
pa

ct
is

su
e

w
ith

th
e

pe
rm

itt
ed

46
m

tu
rb

in
e

at
S

w
in

ea
bb

ey
w

hi
ch

is
70

0m
to

th
e

so
ut

h
of

th
e

pr
op
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ed

tu
rb

in
e.

T
hi

s
tu

rb
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e
is

sm
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le
r

in
si

ze
th

an
th

e
pr

op
os

ed
tu
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9
O

verall
C

onclusions

L
o
catio

n
an

d
C

o
n
tex

t
C

o
n
clu

sio
n
s

9.1
T

he
sites

location
w

ithin
the

S
cottish

C
entral

B
elt

m
eans

that
the

landscape
of

the
study

area
is

an
extensively

developed
one.

T
his

is
a

densely
populated

area
w

ith
a

m
ix

of
residential

and
industrial

receptors
along

w
ith

a
high

num
ber

of
transport

and
infrastructure,

cultural
heritage

and
conservation

receptors.
It

is
not

necessarily
the

case
that

these
w

ill
experience

a
significant

visual
im

pact
how

ever,
and

it
is

likely
that

im
pacts

w
ill

be
experienced

to
varying

degrees
throughout,

and
m

any
w

ill experience
no

im
pact.

T
he

physical
separation

and
nature

of
the

developm
ent

w
ill

m
ean

that
physical

im
pact

upon
the

landscape
w

ill
not

be
an

issue.
S

ection
Six

assessed
in

detail
the

degree
of

visual
im

pact that
m

ay
be

generated
across

the
study

area.

L
an

d
scap

e
C

h
aracter

an
d

C
apacity

C
o

n
clu

sio
n

s

9.2
T

he
sites

location
w

ithin
the

S
cottish

C
entral

B
elt

m
eans

that
the

landscape
of

the
study

area
is

an
extensively

developed
one.

T
his

is
a

densely
populated

area
w

ith
a

m
ix

of
residential

and
industrial

receptors
along

w
ith

a
high

num
ber

of
transport

and
infrastructure,

cultural
heritage

and
conservation

receptors.
It

is
not

necessarily
the

case
that

these
w

ill
experience

a
significant

visual
im

pact
how

ever,
and

it
is

likely
that

im
pacts

w
ill

be
experienced

to
varying

degrees
throughout,

and
m

any
w

illexperience
no

im
pact.

T
he

physical
separation

and
nature

of
the

developm
ent

w
ill

m
ean

that
physical

im
pact

upon
the

landscape
w

ill
not

be
an

issue.
S

ection
Six

assessed
in

detail
the

degree
of

visual
im

pact
that

m
ay

be
generated

across
the

study
area.

V
isual

Im
p

act
C

o
n

clu
sio

n
s

Im
p

act
from

0
to

2km

9.3
In

general
the

densely
populated

nature
of

the
landscape

w
ill

m
ean

that
there

are
m

any
receptors

w
ithin

a
2km

radius
w

hich
w

ill
have

view
s

of
the

turbine.
T

he
industrial

estate
in

w
hich

the
turbine

is
proposed

to
sit w

ill
act

as
a

buffer
to

the
m

ost
sensitive

residential
receptors

and
w

ill
screen

view
s

of
the

turbine
from

som
e

of
the

houses
to

the
north

and
partially

screen
the

turbine
from

others.
L

ocalised
screening

w
ill

m
itigate

som
e

view
s

from
w

ithin
built

up
areas

and
tree

cover
w

illscreen
som

e
view

s
from

open
countryside.

Im
pact

from
2

to
5km

9.4
V

iew
s

of
the

turbine
w

ill
becom

e
less

frequent
betw

een
the

2
and

5km
range,

particularly
w

ithin
the

m
ost

densely
built

up
areas

w
here

the
built

form
w

ill
screen

view
s

out
across

the
relatively

even
topography.

T
he

area
w

here
view

s
w

ould
be

m
ost

probable
w

ould
be

from
the

A
705

along
the

ridge
on

the
southern

side
of

the
A

lm
ond

V
alley

although
these

w
illagain

be
screened

w
ithin

settlem
ents.

V
iew

s
from

cultural
heritage

and
conservation

receptors
should

not
prove

to
be

a
significant

issue.

9.5
T

here
w

ill
be

clear
view

s
from

a
section

ofthe
M

8
betw

een
E

ast
W

hitburn
and

B
lackburn

and
scattered

or
partially

screened
view

s
betw

een
E

ast
W

hitburn
and

P
olkem

m
et

C
ountry

P
ark

to
the

w
est.

Ifthe
turbine

is
to

be
view

ed
as

a
landm

ark
feature

how
ever

then
the

visibility
of

the
turbine

should
therefore

be
considered

m
ore

acceptable
and

indeed
a

degree
of

visual
presence

is
to

be
encouraged.

Im
p
act

from
5

to
10km

9.6
From

a
distance

of
over

5km
view

s
of

the
turbine

w
ould

be
restricted

to
a

scattered
few

locations
w

here
the

topography
of

the
surrounding

landscape
w

ould
allow

.
T

hese
view

s
w

ould
be

over
distance

and
w

ould
be

set
w

ithin
a

context
of

an
extensively

developed
landscape

and
in

the
im

m
ediate

context
of

an
industrial

area.
V

iew
s

over
5km

should
not

cause
significantvisual

im
pacts.

C
u

m
u

lativ
e

Im
p
actC

o
n
clu

sio
n
s

9.7
T

here
is

a
potential

cum
ulative

im
pact

issue
w

ith
the

perm
itted

46m
turbine

at
S

w
ineabbey

w
hich

is
700m

to
the

south
of

the
proposed

turbine.
T

his
turbine

is
sm

aller
in

size
than

the
proposed

turbine
w

hich
m

ay
m

ean
that

the
cum

ulative
im

pacts
are

less
than

those
of

a
larger

turbine
given

the
reduced

visual
presence

of
the

S
w

ineabbey
developm

ent.
T

his
turbine

has
the

potential
to

conflict
w

ith
the

landm
ark

status
of

the
proposed

turbine
as

an
icon

w
ithin

the
area

and
is

unlikely
to

fill
the

roll
itself

due
to

its
sm

all
scale.

A
lso,

its
location

on
the

southern
side

of
the

M
B,

aw
ay

from
the

industrial
and

com
m

ercial
heartland

w
hich

the
landm

ark
is

intended
to

represent,
m

eans
that

there
is

lim
ited

potential
for

itto
perform

as
a

iconic
feature.

9.8
T

here
is

no
great

potential
for

cum
ulative

im
pact

from
large

scale
turbine

developm
ents

in
relation

to
the

proposed
developm

ent
as

there
is

sufficient
distance

from
the

nearest
developm

ents
that

a
single

turbine
could

be
view

ed
as

an
individual

stand-alone
elem

ent
in

the
landscape.

T
his

w
ould

tie
in

w
ell

w
ith

the
concept

of
a

landm
ark

turbine
developm

ent
in

this
industrial

and
com

m
ercial

section
of

the
M

8
corridor

w
hich

acts
as

a
sym

bol
of

the
progressive

attitude
tow

ards
technology

and
green

energy
w

hich
W

est
L

othian
w

ould
like

to
project

to
the

w
ider

country.
In

this
regard

the
visual

im
pact

and
cum

ulative
im

pact
from

this
turbine

could
be

considered
differently

from
other

such
developm

ents
w

here
a

high
profile

is
desirable

to
som

e
extent,

provided
that

is
does

not
unduly

affect
a

disproportionate
num

ber
of

people
and

area
of

the
countryside

of
the

central
belt.

T
his

is
the

case
in

relation
to

this
proposed

turbine.
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West Lothian
Cc inc

County Building High Street Linlfthgow EH49 7EZ

Tel: 01506 282456

Fax: 01506 282449

Email: plannlngwestIothlan.gov.uk

Applications cannot be validated until afl necessary documentation has been submitted and the required fee has been paid.

Thank you for completing this appUcation form:

ONLINE REFERENCE 000083463-001

The online ref number Is the unique reference for your online form only. The Planning Authority will allocate an Application Number
when your form is validated. Please quote this reference if you need to contact the Planning Authority about this application.

Type of Application
What is this application for? Please select one of the following: *

We strongly recommend that you refer to the help text before you complete this section.

Application for PlannIng Penmssion (including changes of use and surface rrneraI working)

LI Application for PlannIng Permission in Principle

LI Further Application, (including renewal of planning permission, modIficatIon, variation or removal of a planning condition etc)

L] Application for Approval of Matters specified In conditions

Description of Proposal
Please desciibe the proposal including any change of use: • (Max 500 characters)

ERECTION OF 74 M HIGH (TO BLADE TIP) WIND TURBINE

-SS *kATh’o)

Is this a temporary permission?
* El v No

If a change of use is to be Included In the proposal has it already taken place?
(Answer No’ if there is no change of use.) Yes No

Have the works already been started or completed? *

[2] No El Yes - Started LI Yes - Completed

Applicant or Agent Details
Are you an applicant, or an agent? * (An agent is an architect, consultant or someone else acting

A Ion behalf of the applicant in connection with thIs applicatIon) pp icant Agent

. ...

Page lOt 7
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Agent Details
Please enter Agent details

CompanylOrganisaliOn:

Ref. Number:

FlrstName:

Last Name:

Telephone Number:

Extension Number:

Mobile Number

Fax Number:

Email Address: *

Applicant Details
Please enter Appilcant details

Tale:

Other Tale:

First Name:

Last Name:

CompanylOrganisatlOn:

Telephone Number

Extension Number:

Mobile Number

Fax Number:

Email Address:

(bryce boyd planning solutions

1

[5784489

[osa74489

BLilding Number:

Address I (Street):

Address 2:

TownlCity: *

Country:

Pozlcode:

Page2of7

I
I

I ellersleigh I
You must enter a BuLiding Name or Number. or
both:

Building Name:

Bialding Number:

Address 1 (Street):

Address 2:

TownlCity:

Country

Postcode:

castlehitl road

FkiIm5cm

I

Is the applicant an Individual or an organlsatlon/corporate entlty?

[] lndMdual ‘ Organisation/Corporate entity

You must enter a Building Name or Number, or
both:

Building Name: [EGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

ICENTRE

ALDI STORES LTD

1

IPOTTISHAW ROAD

r
BATHGATE

[K I
EH482F8 I
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Site Address Details

Planning Authority: West Lothian Council I
Full postal address of the site (including postcode where available):

[Aldi Distribution Centre

( Pottishaw Road ( Bathgate

EH482F8

Pre-Application Discussion

Have you discussed your proposal with the planning authority?
Yes No

Pre-Application Discussion Details

in what format was the feedback given?

Meeting [] Telephone E Letter Email

Please provide a descrtlon of the feedback you were given and the name of the officer who provided this feedback. If a processing
agreement mote 1] Is currently in place or If you are currently d*scusslng a processIng agreement with the planning authority, pleaseprovide details of this. (This will help the authority to deal with thIs appilcation more efficiently) * (Max 500 characters)

[VlSED ESME THAT THE PREVIOUS APPLICATION WAS BEING WITHDRAWN AND A NEW APPLICATION FOR A
SMALLER TURBINE WOULD BE SUBMIT1ED SHORTLY

Ms Other title:

ESME Last Name:

L
CLELLAND I

Correspondence Reference Date (dd/mm/yyyy): 23101114Number:

______________________ ____________

Note 1. A processing agreement involves setting out the key stages involved In determining a planning application, identifying whatinformation is required and from whom and setting tirnescales for the delivery of various stages of the process.

Site Area
Please state the site area: 1180.00 1
Please state the measurement type used:

Hectares (ha) [. Square Metres (sq.m)

)1 Address 1:

Address 2:

Address 3:

Address 4:

Address 5:

Town/City/Settlement:

Post Code:

Please Identify/describe the location of the site or sites.

Title:

First Name:

Page 3 of 7
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Existing Use
Please describe the current or most recent use: (Max 500 characters)

GRASSED AREA ADJACENT TO CAR PARK

Access and Parking
Are you proposing a new or altered vehicle access to or from a public road? y No

If Yes please describe and show on your drawings the position of any existing, altered or new access points, highhghting the changes
you propose to make. You should also show existing footpaths and note if there will be any impact on these.

Are you proposing any changes to pE1Ic paths, public rights of way or affecting any public rights of access? *

NO

If Yes please show on your drawings the position of any affected areas highlighting the changes you propose to make, including
arrangements for continuing or alternative public access.

How many vehicle parking spaces (garaging and open parking) currently exist on the application 0
site? *

How many vehicle parking spaces (garaging and open parking) do you propose on the site (i.e. the 0
total of existing and any new spaces or a reduced number of spaces)?

Please show on your drawings the position of existing and proposed parking spaces and Identify II those are for the use of particular
types of vehicles (e.g. parking for disabled people, coaches, HGV vehicles, cycle spaces).

Water Supply and Drainage Arrangements
Will your proposal require new or altered water supply or drainage arrangements? *

Yes No

Do your proposals make provision for sustainable drainage of surface water?
(e.g. SUDS arrangements) * Yes No

Note:-

Please Include details of SUDS arrangements on your plans

Selecting’No’ to the above question means that you could be in breach of Environmental legislation.

Are you proposing to connect to the public water supply network? *

Ljves

i:i No, using a private water supply

121 No connection required

If No, using a private water supply, please show on plans the supply and all works needed to provide it (on or off site).

Assessment of Flood Risk
Is the site within an area of known risk of flooding?

Yes No Don’t Know

If the site is within an area of known risk of flooding you may need to submit a Flood Risk Assessment before your application can be
determined. You may wish to contact your Planning Authority or SEPA for advice on what Information may be required.

Do you think your proposal may increase the flood risk ewiws? U Yes No [1 Don’t Know

Page 4 of 7
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Trees
Are there any trees on or adjacent to the application site?

Yes No

If Yes, please mark on your drawings any trees, known protected trees and their canopy spread close to the proposal site and indicate
If any are to be cut back or felled.

Waste Storage and Collection
Do the plans Incorporate areas to store and aid the collection of waste (including recycling)? *

Yes No

If Yes or No. please provide further details:(Max 500 characters)

NOT REQUIRED

Residential Units Including Conversion
Does your proposal include new or additional houses andlor flats?

* E Yes No

All Types of Non Housing Development - Proposed New Floorspace
Does your proposal alter or create non-residential floorspace?

Yes [] No

Schedule 3 Development
Does the proposal involve a form of development listed in Schedule 3 of the Town and Country
Planning (Development Management Procedure (Scotland) Regulations 2013 • Yes j No Don’t Know

If yes, your proposal wilt additionally have to be advertised in a newspaper circulating in the area of the development. Your plariingauthority will do this on your behalf but will charge you a fee. Please check the planning authority’s website for advice on theadditional fee and add this to your plannIng fee.

If you are unsure whether your proposal involves a form of development listed in Schedule 3. please check the Help Text and
Guidance notes before contacting your planning authority.

Planning Service EmployeelElected Member Interest
Is the applicant, or the applicant’s spouse/partner, either a member of staff within the planning service or an
elected member of the planning authority? Yes No

Certificates and Notices
CERTIFICATE AND NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 15- TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013

One Cetlificate must be completed and submitted along with this application form. This is most usually Certificate A. Form 1,CertIficate B, Certificate C or Certificate E.

Are you/the applicant the sole owner of ALL the land ? *

jYes No

Is any of the land part of an agricultural holding? Li Yes No

Certificate Required
The following Land Ownership Certificate is required to complete this section of the proposal:

Certificate A

Page 5of7
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Land Ownership Certificate
Certificate and Notice under Regulation 15 of the Town end Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013

Certificate A

I hereby certify that —

(1)- No person other than myself/the applicant was an owner (Any person who. In respect of any part or the land, is the owner or Is the
lessee under a lease thereof of whIch not less than 7 years remain unexpired.) of any part of the land to which the application relates
at the beginning of the perIod of 21 days ending with the date of the accompanng application.

(2)- None of the land to which the application relates constitutes or forms part of an agricultural holding.

Signed: bryce boyd

On behalf ot ALDI STORES LTD

Date: 24/0212014

[2] Please tick here to certify this Certificate.

Checklist - Application for Planning Permission
Town and County Planning (Scotland) Act 1997

The Town and Country PlannIng (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013

Please take a few moments to complete the follcwInQ checklist In order to ensure that you have provided all the necessary informationin support of your appcabon. Failure to submit sufficsent information with your application may result In your application being deemedinvalid. The planning authority will not start processing your application until it is valid.

a) if this Is a further application where there Is a variation of conditions attached to a previous consent, have you provided a statementto that effect? *

Yes No Not applicable to this application

b) If this Is an application for planning permission or planning permission In principal where there is a crown interest in the land, haveyou provided a statement to that effect?

Yes No [2] Not applicable to this application

c) If this is an application for planning permission, planning permission in principle or a further application and the application is fordevelopment belonging to the categones of national or major developments (other than one under SectIon 42 of the planning Act).
have you provided a Pre-Application Consultation Report?

L] Yes No Notapplicabletothisappllcatlon

Town and County Planning (Scotland) Act 1997

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013

d) If this Is an applIcation for planning permission and the application relates to development belonging to the categories of national ormajor developments and you do not benefit from exemption under Regulation 13 of The Town and Country Planning (DevelopmentManagement Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013. have you provided a Design and Access Statement?

Yes No Not applicable to this application

e) If this is an application for planning permission and relates to development belonging to the category of local developments (subjectto regulatIon 13. (2) and (3) of the Development Management Procedure (Scotland) Regulations 2013) have you provided a DesignStatement?

No Not applIcable to this application

f) If your application relates to installation of an antenna to be employed in an electronic communication network, have you provided anICNIRP Declaration?

[J Yes No Not applicable to this application

Page 6 of 7
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g) If this is an application for planning permission, planning permission in principle, an application for approval of matters specified In
conditions or an application for mineral development, have you provided any other plans or drawings as necessary:

El Site Layout Plan or Block plan.

El Elevations.

Floor plans.

Cross sections.

Ei Roof plan.

E Master Plan/Framework Plan.

El Landscape plan.

Photographs and/or photomontages.

Other.

Declare - For Application to Planning Authority
I, the applicant/agent certify that this Is an application to the planning authority as described in this form. The accompanying
plansldrawlngs and additional information are provided as a part of this application.

Declaration Name: bryce boyd

Declaration Date: 24/0212014

Submission Date: 24/0212014

Provide copies of the following documents if applicable:

A copy of an Environmental Statement. *

A Design Statement or Design and Access Statement.’

A Flood Risk Assessment *

A Drainage Impact Assessment (including proposals for Sustainable Drainage Systems). *

Drainage/SUDS layout.

A Transport Assessment or Travel Plan.’

Contaminated Land Assessment. *

Habitat Survey.’

A Processing Agreement

Other Statements (please specify). (Max 500 characters)

I

41

E Yes El N/A

Yes El N/A

E] Yes N/A

Yes El N/A

[]es El N/A

[2) Yes [1 N/A

Yes El N/A

El Yes N/A

E Yes El N/A
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1 

 

 
 

LOCAL REVIEW BODY 
 

PROCEDURE NOTICE 

 
 

APPLICATION No. 0152/FUL/14 – ERECTION OF A 74M HIGH (TO BLADE TIP) WIND 
TURBINE AT ALDI DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD, BATHGATE 
 

The Local Review Body at its meeting on 29 October 2014 decided under Regulation 15(1) 
of the Town and Country Planning (Schemes of Delegation and Local Review Body 
Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 that further information should be provided to it by 
means of written submissions. 
 
The Local Review Body decided to request the following information:- 
 
From Aldi Stores Ltd., Pottishaw Road, J4M8, Bathgate, EH48 2FB, Applicants, care of GVA 
James Barr, Quayside House, 127 Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, EH3 9QG, 
meg.nelson@gvajb.co.uk, Agents for the Applicants:- 
 
In relation to issues of wind shear and ice throw which may affect the wind turbine and the 
immediate area if the turbine is erected and operated:- 
 

 the likelihood of such issues arising 

 the risks involved to those working at the Distribution Centre and using public 
footpaths and roads nearby 

 the technical and other measures which exist or may be provided to avoid those 
issues and to avoid or mitigate those risks 

 whether information was provided to the Appointed Person in relation to these issues 
prior to his determination of the application for planning permission 

 whether that information was assessed and found to be satisfactory in the course of 
the Appointed Person’s consideration of the application for planning permission 

 
The information is to be sent to the Clerk to the Local Review Body and to the Appointed 
Person (below) so that he has the opportunity to make comments.  
 
That information is to be provided on or before 14 November 2014. 
 
The Appointed Person has 14 days from the date of receipt of any such information to make 
comments on it, but not to raise new matters, by sending a copy to the Clerk to the Local 
Review Body and to the Applicants, through their Agents (above). 
 
A copy of this Procedure Notice has been sent to all parties involved in the review 
application, as follows:- 
 

 Aldi Stores Ltd., Pottishaw Road, J4M8, Bathgate, EH48 2FB, Applicants, care of 
GVA James Barr, Quayside House, 127 Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, EH3 9QG, 
meg.nelson@gvajb.co.uk, Agents for the Applicants, meg.nelson@gvajb.co.uk 
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2 

 

 Mr Chris Norman (Appointed Person), West Lothian Council, Development 
Management Services, Lomond House, Beveridge Square, Livingston, West Lothian, 
EH54 6QF, chris.norman@westlothian.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
James Millar           
Clerk to the Local Review Body 
West Lothian Council 
West Lothian Civic Centre 
Howden South Road 
Livingston 
EH54 6FF 
 
Date: 30 October 2014 
 
 
01506 281613 
 
James.Millar@westlothian.gov.uk 

 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
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31st October 2014 
 
Ms Val Johnston 
Committee Services 
West Lothian Council 
West Lothian Civic Centre 
Howden South Road 
Livingston 
EH54 6FF 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Direct Line: 0131 469 6016 
Email:  robert.newton@gvajb.co.uk 

 

 
Dear Ms Johnston 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION 0152/FUL/14 FOR ERECTION OF A 74M HIGH (BLADE TO TIP) 
WIND TURBINE AT ALDI DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD, BATHGATE BY ALDI 
STORES LTD 
 
RESPONSE TO LOCAL REVIEW BODY PROCEDURE NOTICE 30TH OCTOBER 2014 
 
We refer to the above review, which was reported to West Lothian Council’s LRB on 
Wednesday 29th October 2014 and continued for further information to be provided 
by means of written submissions. This letter and attachment is the applicant’s 
response to this request for further information. 
 
The Procedure Notice (received yesterday) sets out the terms of further information 
that has been requested. It states that such information is requested in relation to the 
issues of ‘wind shear’ and ‘ice throw’. 
 
In the first instance, it is not the applicant’s (or indeed agent’s) recollection of the LRB 
meeting itself that the review was continued in relation to requesting further 
information on the issue of ‘wind shear’. There were a number of references during 
the meeting to ‘ice shear’ (where we assume Members meant ‘ice throw’), but not 
‘wind shear’. 
 
We make this distinction in the first instance, as wind shear is a very different issue to 
ice throw and it would not be appropriate for this response to the procedure notice 
to therefore cover this issue. For information only, wind shear is a purely technical and 
operational issue, and not a planning issue that is relevant to any related planning 
application process. A wind monitoring mast has already been erected on the 
application site, amongst other reasons, to consider the issue of wind shear, but as 
noted above, this is purely for technical and operational reasons, in the event that 
planning permission is forthcoming. 
 

A Bilfinger Real Estate 
company 
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Ltr to West Lothian Council Page 2 of 2 
31st October 2014 

 

This response to the procedure notice therefore addresses solely the issue of ice 
throw. 
 
A separate note prepared by Aldi’s renewable energy advisor Loganwood Wind, 
entitled “Further information on ice throw as requested by LRB”, is attached to this 
letter. It addresses the points raised in the procedure notice. 
 
In addition to the note and, as it relates to bullet points 4 and 5 of the procedure 
notice, the applicant would also respond as follows.  
 
In respect of bullet point 4, information on the issue of ice throw has already been 
provided with the original planning application submission, as it was requested by 
the case officer during pre application planning discussions. It is covered at page 13 
of the Associated Infrastructure Assessment, Planning Statement and Transport 
Statement (by Loganwood Wind, February 2014), as submitted with the planning 
application. Certain points have now been added, in the course of directly 
responding to the procedure notice and we would refer you to the attached note 
on “Further information on ice throw as requested by LRB”, as set out above.  
 
In respect of bullet point 5, it must be concluded that this information (on ice throw) 
was assessed and found to be satisfactory in the course of determining the planning 
application, as it is not mentioned at any point in the delegated reasons for refusing 
the application. Furthermore, it is not referred to in any consultation responses during 
determination of the planning application, nor the Handling Report by the case 
officer.  
 
Nevertheless, in responding to the LRB’s request, we trust the attached note and 
contents of this letter are most helpful.  
 
In view of these considerations, we would respectfully request that the review is now 
promptly returned to the next available LRB meeting, on the 26th November 2014, for 
determination. We hope this is seen as a fair and reasonable request. 
 
Please do contact Rob Newton (0131 4696019) for any further information.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
GVA GRIMLEY LTD 
For and on behalf of Aldi Stores Ltd  
 
Enc 
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Planning application 0152/FUL/14 – erection of a 74M high (to blade tip) wind turbine 
at Aldi Distribution Centre, Pottishaw Road, Bathgate 

 
Further information on Ice Throw as requested by Local Review Body 29/10/2014 

 
Ice throw is primarily a concern where arctic or alpine weather conditions prevail and ice 
storms cause problems with infrastructure, an example being complete failure of pylon 
lines due to icing. The LRB members will recognize extreme icing does not typically occur 
in the UK. Ice throw may occur in the UK but prevailing climatic conditions do not lend 
themselves to excessive icing of turbine blades and it is no surprise this is reflected in 
Scottish Planning Policy, where ice throw is not listed as a criteria for consideration in 
planning applications[1]. 
The limited risk of ice throw in the UK is mitigated by installing ice detection software. 
When ice forms on turbine blades two effects are caused that can be identified by sensors 
on the turbine, when the turbines computer suspects icing is occurring it will shut down the 
turbine automatically. The two effects that can be sensed are: 
• Vibrations: Ice forming unevenly across the blades causes vibrations in the rotor, in 
the same way a car wheel vibrates if not properly balanced. 
• Aerodynamic Impairment: Ice forming on the blades impairs the aerodynamic 
profile, this is the same reason why aeroplanes have their wings defrosted in freezing 
conditions prior to take off. Aerodynamic impairment results in loss of turbine yield, the 
turbines anemometer records wind speed and the computer calculates expected energy 
yield at any given wind speed, when energy yield falls below expectations and temperature 
is below two degrees celsius the computer will determine blade icing is occurring, 
Under both events the turbine will not re-start until the temperature rises above two 
degrees celsius for a sufficient time period to allow any ice to melt. Because the turbine is 
static during melting, in almost all cases ice drops straight to the ground, just like icicles or 
snow sliding off a roof and this is not considered any more dangerous than ice or snow 
falling from any other tall structure like a pylon or building. The main area of risk is directly 
under the turbines rotor diameter, this area is entirely within the landholding of Aldi so any 
potential risk can be managed by Aldi implementing a simple exclusion policy in freezing 
conditions. 
The turbine proposed at Aldi is an Enercon, this German company are one of the worlds 
leading manufacturers of commercial scale wind turbines. During the planning process the 
case officer implied a smaller wind turbine (less than 50m to blade tip) may be acceptable 
to WLC in terms of Visual Impact. First and foremost, the problem with this argument is 
that a smaller wind turbine would be ineffectual at Aldi owing to wind conditions and 
required power output (as set out in the original planning application), but furthermore, in 
the context of ice throw, the smaller wind turbines on the UK market are cheaper built and 
sophisticated control systems and ice detection software are not available with them. In 
contrast, ice detection software is fitted as standard to Enercon wind turbines, Enercon do 
not manufacture wind turbines of less than 50m to blade tip. 
 
If the LRB is ultimately minded to grant planning permission and it is considered necessary 
to do so, Aldi would be willing to accept an appropriately worded planning condition that 
requires the installation of the ice detection software. As set out above, this is considered 
sufficient to mitigate any potential risk in UK climatic conditions. 
 
[1] Scottish Planning Policy, February 2010, Paragraph 187. 
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Our Ref: 0152/FUL/14
Direct Dial No: 01506 282410

Email: tony.irving@westlothian.gov.uk

Development Management
County Buildings
High Street
Linlithgow
EH49 7EZ

Tel:  01506 282456

03 November 2014

Val Johnston
Commitee Services
West Lothian Council
West Lothian Civic Centre
Howden South Road
LIVINGSTON
EH5 6FF

Dear Ms Johnston

Erection of a 74m high (to blade tip) wind turbine (grid ref. 296865 666470) at ALDI
DISTRIBUTION CENTRE, POTTISHAW ROAD, Bathgate, EH48 2FB
RESPONSE TO APPLICANT RESPONSE OF 31 OCTOBER 2014 TO LOCAL REVIEW
BODY PROCEDURE NOTICE OF 30 OCTOBER 2014

The applicant has submitted information on ice throw as requested by the LRB procedure
note. It is correct that information on ice throw was included in the applicant's supporting
planning statement that was submitted with the planning application. This stated, at page
13, that the proposed turbine 'is equipped with a reliable ice detection system'. As the
turbine would have a 'reliable ice detection system' this was considered to adequately
address the issue of ice throw.

It is noted that the applicant has specifically stated in its response that it would be content
with a planning condition to require the installation of the ice detection software. This was
not raised as a draft planning conditon as the applicant had advised that the turbine has a
'reliable ice detection system'. However, there is no objection to the imposition of such a
planning condition.  

Yours sincerely

Chris Norman
Development Management Manager
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This permission is granted subject to the following conditions: 
 
 
1 The permission hereby granted is for a temporary period and shall expire 25 years 

from the first date the wind turbine generates electricity. Written confirmation of the 
first date of generation of electricity shall be submitted in writing to the planning 
authority within one month of the first date of generation of electricity. 
 
Reason: The permission hereby granted is temporary. 

 
2 In the event that the wind turbine fails to generate electricity for a continuous period 

of six months (a failure event) then, unless otherwise agreed in writing with the 
planning authority, the wind turbine (including its foundation to one metre below 
ground level), all ancillary equipment, buildings and access tracks shall be removed 
from the site within six months of the failure event and the ground fully reinstated to 
the satisfaction of the planning authority.  
 
Reason: To ensure any unnecessary turbines are removed as soon as practical. 

 
3 Within six months of the date this permission expires, the wind turbine and all 

ancillary equipment, buildings and access tracks shall be removed from the site and 
the land restored in accordance with a restoration and aftercare scheme to be 
submitted for the approval of the planning authority no later than 1 year prior to the 
expiry of the 25 years period referred to above. 
 
Reason: To ensure the site is adequately restored at the end of the temporary 
permission period.  

 
4 The specification of the wind turbine hereby approved is an Enercon E48 

500kW-800kW  with a tapered monopole tower 50m high to hub, 3 blades with a 
blade diameter of 48m, a maximum ground to blade tip height of 74m. No change to 
this turbine specification shall be made unless approved in writing by the planning 
authority.  
 
Reason: To achieve proper control over the appearance of the approved wind 
turbine. 

 
5 The position of the wind turbine shall be grid co-ordinates 296865 666470 as shown 

on the approved location plan no. 01 rev B grid and any micro-siting changes shall 
not be made unless approved in writing by the planning authority. 
 
Reason: To achieve proper control of the position of the approved wind turbine.  

 
6 Development shall not begin until details of the colour to be used as the external 

finish on the wind turbine has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
planning authority. Thereafter the development shall be implemented in accordance 
with the details as approved. 
 
Reason: To achieve proper control over the appearance of the approved wind 
turbine. 

 
7 Development shall not begin until details of the construction specification of the 

hardstandings required to construct and maintain the turbine have been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the planning authority. Thereafter the development shall 
be implemented in accordance with the details as approved.  
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Reason: To achieve proper control over the development. 
 
8 The wind turbine shall be fitted with infrared aviation lighting with an optimised flash 

pattern of 60 flashes per minute of 200 millisecond to 500 millisecond duration at the 
highest practicable unless approved in writing by the planning authority. 
 
Reason: In the interests of aviation safety. 

 
9 Development shall not begin until the Ministry of Defence (MOD) has been provided 

with the following information and the planning authority has been provided with 
evidence that the information has been submitted to the MOD: 
 
 The date construction starts and ends. 
 The maximum height of construction equipment. 
 The latitude and longitude of the turbine. 
 
Reason: To ensure that the MOD has sufficient information to plot details of the 
turbine on charts to ensure military aircraft avoid the area.  

 
10 No symbols, signs, logos or other lettering shall be displayed on any part of the wind 

turbine unless approved in writing by the planning authority. 
 
Reason: To minimise visual intrusion.  

 
11 The following restrictions shall apply to the construction of the development: 

 
Hours of Operation 
Any work required to implement this planning permission that is audible within any 
adjacent noise sensitive receptor or its curtilage shall be carried out only between 
the hours of 0800 and 1800 Monday to Friday and 0800 and 1300 on a Saturday 
and at no time on a Sunday, unless otherwise agreed in writing with the planning 
authority. 
 
Site Compound 
The location and dimensions of any site compound shall be agreed in writing with 
the planning authority prior to works starting on site. All material not required for the 
construction of any building shall be immediately stored within this compound within 
sealed skips prior to its removal from site. 
 
Wheel Cleaning 

All construction vehicles leaving the site shall do so in a manner that does not cause 
the deposition of mud or other deleterious material on surrounding roads. Such 
steps shall include the cleaning of the wheels and undercarriage of each vehicle 
where necessary and the provision of road sweeping equipment. 
 
Noise 
Any plant or equipment associated with the construction works shall be suitably 
silenced, screened or enclosed to meet noise rating curve NR25 when measured 
within the nearest receptor between the hours of 2300 and 0700 and noise rating 
curve NR35 between the hours of 0700 and 2300.  
 
Reason: To achieve proper control over the construction of the development. 

 
12 At wind speeds not exceeding 10m/s, (referenced to a height of 10m above ground 

level, at the location of the wind turbine), the wind turbine noise level, when 
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measured at any dwelling, shall not exceed: 
 
a) During Night Hours, Table 1 noise limits below. 
b) During Daytime Hours, Table 1 noise limits below. 

 
 
Table 1 Noise Limits (LA90) 
 
 

Windspeed 
m/s 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 7 8 9 

 
10 

Daytime 
(07.00 – 
23.00) LA90 
(10min) 

 
54 

 
54 

 
55 56 57 58 

 
59 

Night Hours 
(23.00- 
07.00) LA90 
(10min) 

 
46 

 
47 

 
48 49 50 51 

 
51 

 
 
Reason: To ensure that the turbine is not causing unacceptable noise in the 
interests of residential amenity. 

 
13 The wind farm operator shall continuously log power production, wind speed and 

wind direction, all in accordance with guidance note 1(d). These data shall be 
retained for a period of not less than 24 months. The wind farm operator shall 
provide this information in the format set out in guidance note 1(e) to the planning 
authority on its request, within 14 days of receipt in writing of such a request. 
 
Reason: To allow information to be available to ensure any future compliance 
monitoring is undertaken in similar conditions as those in which the complainant 
refers to. 

 
14 Measurement of the Level of Noise Emissions 

 
(a) Within 21 days from receipt of a written request from the planning authority 

following a complaint to it from an occupant of a dwelling alleging noise 
disturbance at that dwelling, the wind farm operator shall, at its expense, 
employ a consultant approved by the planning authority to assess the level of 
noise emissions from the wind farm at the complainant’s property in 
accordance with the procedures described in the attached guidance notes. 
The written request from the planning authority shall set out at least the date, 
time and location that the complaint relates to and any identified atmospheric 
conditions, including wind direction, and include a statement as to whether, in 
the opinion of the planning authority, the noise giving rise to the complaint 
contains or is likely to contain a tonal component. 
 

(b) The assessment of the rating level of noise emissions shall be undertaken in 
accordance with an assessment protocol that shall previously have been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the planning authority.  The protocol 
shall include the proposed measurement location identified in accordance 
with the guidance notes where measurements for compliance checking 
purposes shall be undertaken, whether noise giving rise to the complaint 
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contains or is likely to contain a tonal component, and also the range of 
meteorological and operational conditions (which shall include the range of 
wind speeds, wind directions, power generation and times of day) to 
determine the assessment of rating level of noise emissions. The proposed 
range of conditions shall be those which prevailed during times when the 
complainant alleges there was disturbance due to noise, having regard to the 
written request of the planning authority under paragraph (a), and such 
others as the independent consultant considers likely to result in a breach of 
the noise limits. 
 

(c) The wind farm operator shall provide to the planning authority the 
independent consultant’s assessment of the rating level of noise emissions 
undertaken in accordance with the guidance notes within 2 months of the 
date of the written request of the planning authority for compliance 
measurements to be made under paragraph (a), unless the time limit is 
extended in writing by the planning authority. The assessment shall include 
all data collected for the purposes of undertaking the compliance 
measurements, such data to be provided in the format set out in guidance 
note 1(e). The instrumentation used to undertake the measurements shall be 
calibrated in accordance with guidance note 1(a) and certificates of 
calibration shall be submitted to the planning authority with the independent 
consultant’s assessment of the rating level of noise emissions. 
 

(d) Where a further assessment of the rating level of noise emissions from the 
wind farm is required pursuant to guidance note 4(c), the wind farm operator 
shall submit a copy of the further assessment within 21 days of submission 
of the independent consultant’s assessment pursuant to paragraph (c) above 
unless the time limit has been extended in writing by the planning authority. 

 
(e) Once the planning authority has received the independent consultant’s noise 

assessment required by this condition, including all noise measurements and 
any audio recordings, where the planning authority is satisfied of an 
established breach of the noise limits set out in condition, upon notification 
by the planning authority in writing to the wind farm operator of the said 
breach, the wind farm operator shall within 21 days propose a scheme for 
the approval of the planning authority. The scheme shall be designed to 
mitigate the breach and to prevent its future recurrence.  This scheme shall 
specify the timescales for implementation. The scheme shall be implemented 
as reasonably approved by the planning authority and according to the 
timescales within it. The scheme as implemented shall be retained thereafter 
unless otherwise agreed with the planning authority. 

 

Reason: To provide monitoring data to inform the planning authority of wind speeds 
on site and to safeguard the noise amenity of local residents. 

 
15 At the request of the planning authority, following any valid, written complaint 

received by the planning authority, the wind turbine operator shall investigate any 
impacts from shadow flicker and provide details for the written approval of the 
planning authority of the proposed mitigation methods within seven days of being 
advised of the complaint. The agreed mitigation measures shall thereafter be 
implemented in accordance with a timescale to be set out in writing by the planning 
authority.  
 
Reason: To ensure that the turbine is not causing unacceptable shadow flicker in 
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the interests of residential amenity. 
 
 
Definitions for Noise Conditions 12-14 

‘wind turbine noise level’ means the rated noise level due to the combined effect of all the wind turbines at 
the development, excluding existing background noise level but including any tonal penalty incurred under 
the methodology described in ETSU-R-97. 

 
‘background noise level’ means the ambient noise level already present within the environment (in the 
absence of noise generated by the development) as measured and correlated with wind speeds. 
 
‘night hours’ means 23:00 - 07:00 hours on all days. 
 
‘daytime hours means 07:00 – 23:00 hours on all days. 
 
‘quiet waking hours’ means 18:00 - 23:00 hours on all days, plus 07:00 - 18:00 on Sundays and public 
holidays and 13:00 -18:00 hours on Saturdays. 
 

‘noise sensitive premises’ means premises, the occupants of which could be exposed to noise from the 
wind farm and includes hospitals, residential homes, nursing homes, etc. 

 

Guidance Notes for Noise Conditions 12-14 

These notes are to be read with and form part of the noise conditions. They further explain the conditions 
and specify the methods to be employed in the assessment of complaints about noise emissions from the 
wind farm. The rating level at each integer wind speed is the arithmetic sum of the wind farm noise level 
as determined from the best-fit curve described in Guidance Note 2 of these Guidance Notes and any 
tonal penalty applied in accordance with Guidance Note 3. Reference to ETSU-R-97 refers to the 
publication entitled “The Assessment and Rating of Noise from Wind Farms” published by the Energy 
Technology Support unit (ETSU) for the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). 

 

Guidance Note 1 

a) Values of the LA90,10-minute noise statistic should be measured at the complainant’s property, 
using a sound level meter of EN 60651/BS EN 60804 Type 1, or BS EN 61672 Class 1 quality (or 
the equivalent UK adopted standard in force at the time of the measurements) set to measure 
using the fast time weighted response as specified in BS EN 60651/BS EN 60804 or BS EN 
61672-1 (or the equivalent UK adopted standard in force at the time of the measurements).  This 
should be calibrated in accordance with the procedure specified in BS 4142: 1997 (or the 
equivalent UK adopted standard in force at the time of the measurements).  Measurements shall 
be undertaken in such a manner as to enable a tonal penalty to be applied in accordance with 
Guidance Note 3. 
 

b) The microphone should be mounted at 1.2 – 1.5 metres above ground level, fitted with a two-layer 
windshield or suitable equivalent approved in writing by the planning authority, and placed outside 
the complainant’s dwelling.  Measurements should be made in “free field” conditions.  To achieve 
this, the microphone should be placed at least 3.5 metres away from the building facade or any 
reflecting surface except the ground at the approved measurement location.  In the event that the 
consent of the complainant for access to his or her property to undertake compliance 
measurements planning authority is withheld, the wind farm operator shall submit for the written 
approval of the planning authority details of the proposed alternative representative measurement 
location prior to the commencement of measurements and the measurements shall be undertaken 
at the approved alternative representative measurement location. 
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c) The LA90,10-minute measurements should be synchronised with measurements of the 10-minute 

arithmetic mean wind and operational data logged in accordance with Guidance Note 1(d), 
including the power generation data from the turbine control systems of the wind farm. 
 

d) To enable compliance with the conditions to be evaluated, the wind farm operator shall 
continuously log arithmetic mean wind speed and wind direction at hub height for each turbine and 
arithmetic mean power generated by each turbine, all in successive 10-minute periods, unless 
otherwise agreed in writing with the planning authority.  The mean wind speed data for the 
operating turbines shall be ‘standardised’ to a reference height of 10 metres as described in 
ETSU-R-97 at page 120 using a reference roughness length of 0.05 metres.  It is this 
standardised 10 metre height wind speed data, averaged across all operating wind turbines, which 
is correlated with the noise measurements determined as valid in accordance with Guidance Note 
2, such correlation to be undertaken in the manner described in Guidance Note 2.  All 10-minute 
periods shall commence on the hour and in 10-minute increments thereafter. 
 

e) Data provided to the planning authority in accordance with the noise condition shall be provided in 
comma separated values in electronic format. 

 

Guidance Note 2 

a) The noise measurements shall be made so as to provide not less than 20 valid data points as 
defined in Guidance Note 2. 
 

b) Valid data points are those measured in the conditions specified in the agreed written protocol 
under paragraph (b) of noise condition 14, but excluding any periods of rainfall measured in the 
vicinity of the sound level meter.  Rainfall shall be assessed by use of a rain gauge that shall log 
the occurrence of rainfall in each 10 minute period concurrent with the measurements periods set 
out in Guidance Note 1.  In specifying such conditions the planning authority shall have regard to 
those conditions which prevailed during times when the complainant alleges there was 
disturbance due to noise or which are considered likely to result in a breach of the limits. 
 

c) For those data points considered valid in accordance with Guidance Note 2(b), values of the 
LA90,10-minute noise measurements and corresponding values of the 10-minute wind speed, as 
derived from the standardised ten metre height wind speed averaged across all operating wind 
turbines using the procedure specified in Guidance Note 1(d), shall be plotted on an XY chart with 
noise level on the Y-axis and the standardised mean wind speed on the X-axis.  A least squares, 
“best fit” curve of an order deemed appropriate by the independent consultant (but which may not 
be higher than a fourth order) should be fitted to the data points and define the wind farm noise 
level at each integer speed. 

 

Guidance Note 3 

a) Where, in accordance with the approved assessment protocol under paragraph (b) of noise 
condition 14, noise immissions at the location or locations where compliance measurements are 
being undertaken contain or are likely to contain a tonal component, a tonal penalty is to be 
calculated and applied using the following rating procedure. 

 

b) For each 10-minute interval for which LA90,10-minute data have been determined as valid in 
accordance with Guidance Note 2 a tonal assessment shall be performed on noise immissions 
during 2 minutes of each 10-minute period.  The 2-minute periods should be spaced at 10-minute 
intervals provided that uninterrupted, uncorrupted data are available (“the standard procedure”).  
Where uncorrupted data are not available, the first available uninterrupted clean 2-minute period 
out of the affected overall 10-minute period shall be selected.  Any such deviations from the 
standard procedure, as described in Section 2.1 on pages 104-109 of ETSU-R-97, shall be 
reported. 
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c) For each of the 2-minute samples the tone level above or below audibility shall be calculated by 
comparison with the audibility criterion given in Section 2.1 on pages 104-109 of ETSU-R-97. 
 

d) The tone level above audibility shall be plotted against wind speed for each of the 2-minute 
samples.  Samples for which the tones were below the audibility criterion or no tone was 
identified, a value of zero audibility shall be substituted. 
 

e) A least squares “best fit” linear regression line shall then be performed to establish the average 
tone level above audibility for each integer wind speed derived from the value of the “best fit” line 
at each integer wind speed.  If there is no apparent trend with wind speed then a simple 
arithmetic mean shall be used.  This process shall be repeated for each integer wind speed for 
which there is an assessment of overall levels in Guidance Note 2. 
 

f) The tonal penalty is derived from the margin above audibility of the tone according to figure 17 on 
page 104 of ETSU-R-97. 
 
 

Guidance Note 4 
 
a) If a tonal penalty is to be applied in accordance with Guidance Note 3 the rating level of the 

turbine noise at each wind speed is the arithmetic sum of the measured noise level as 
determined from the best fit curve described in Note 2 and the penalty for tonal noise as 
derived in accordance with Guidance Note 3 at each integer wind speed within the range 
specified by the planning authority in its written protocol under paragraph (b) of noise condition 
14. 

 

b) If no tonal penalty is to be applied then the rating level of the turbine noise at each wind speed 
is equal to the measured noise level as determined from the best fit curve described in 
Guidance Note 2. 

 
c) In the event that the rating level is above the limit(s) set out in condition 12 attached to the 

noise conditions the independent consultant shall undertake a further assessment of the rating 
level to correct for background noise so that the rating level relates to wind turbine noise 
immission only. 

 
d) The wind farm operator shall ensure that all the wind turbines in the development are turned 

off for such period as the independent consultant requires to undertake the further 
assessment.  The further assessment shall be undertaken in accordance with the following 
steps: 

 
(i) Repeating the steps in Guidance Note 2, with the wind farm switched off, and determining 
the background noise (L3) at each integer wind speed within the range requested by the 
planning authority in its written request under paragraph (a) and the approved protocol under 
paragraph (b) of the noise condition 14. 

 
(ii) The wind farm noise (L1) at this speed shall then be calculated as follows where L2 is the 
measured level with turbines running but without the addition of any tonal penalty: 

 

 
 

(iii) The rating level shall be re-calculated by adding the tonal penalty (if any is applied in 
accordance with Note 3) to the derived wind farm noise L1 at that integer wind speed. 
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(iv) If the rating level after adjustment for background noise contribution and adjustment for 
tonal penalty (if required in accordance with Guidance Note 3 above) at any integer wind 
speed lies at or below the values set out in condition 12  then no further action is necessary.  
If the rating level at any integer wind speed exceeds the values set out in condition 12 the 
development fails to comply with the conditions. 

 
 ANNEX 1, SCHEDULE OF PLANS 

 
1. Location plan 1:5000 no. 02 
2. Location plan 1:2500 no. 01 
3. Layout plan 1:1250 no. 03 
4. Layout plan 1:500 & turbine plan & elevations no. 04 
5. Service unit plan & elevations no. 05 
 

  
ADVISORY NOTES TO DEVELOPER 
 
Notification of the start of development: 
By virtue of section 27A of the Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended), it is a legal 
requirement that the person undertaking the development gives the planning authority prior written 
notification of the date on which it is intended to commence the development. Failure to comply with this 
statutory requirement would constitute a breach of planning control under section 123(1) of that Act, which 
may result in enforcement action being taken. The notification must include full details of the name and 
address of the person carrying out the development as well as the owner of the land and must include the 
reference number of the planning permission and the date it was granted. If someone is to oversee the 
work, the name and contact details of that person must be supplied. A form is enclosed with the consent 
which can be used for this purpose. Failure to provide the above information may lead to enforcement 
action being taken. 
 
Notification of completion of development: 
As soon as practicable after the development is complete, the person who completes the development is 
obliged by section 27B of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) to give 
notice of completion to the planning authority. A form is enclosed with the consent which can be used for 
this purpose. 
 
Duration of consent: 
This planning permission lapses on the expiry of a period of 3 years (beginning with the date on which the 
permission is granted) unless the development to which the permission relates is begun before that 
expiry.  
 
Coal mining: 
As the proposed development is within an area which could be subject to hazards from current or past 
coal mining activity, the applicant is advised to liaise with the Coal Authority before work begins on site, to 
ensure that the ground is suitable for development. Any activities which affect any coal seams, mine 
workings or coal mine entries (shafts) require the written permission of the Coal Authority. Failure to 
obtain such permission constitutes trespass, with the potential for court action. The Coal Authority is 
concerned, in the interest of public safety, to ensure that any risks associated with existing or proposed 
coal mine workings are identified and mitigated. To contact the Coal Authority to obtain specific 
information on past, current and proposed coal mining activity you should contact the Coal Authority's 
Property Search Service on 0845 762 6848 or at www.groundstability.com. 
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 WEST LOTHIAN COUNCIL LOCAL REVIEW BODY 
 

MEMBERS’ CHECKLIST 
 

PART 1 – IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT DOCUMENTS, POLICIES AND OTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS 

 
 
1 Type of decision being reviewed 

 
2 Procedural issues from the processing of the Review 

 
3 New matters not before the Appointed Person when the decision was made 

 
4 Development Plan policies 

 
5 Relevant material considerations 

 
 Emerging development plan (date, stage 

reached, consultations, provisions) 
Other statutory plans and policies (date, provisions, 
consultations) 

 
 WLC Supplementary Planning Guidance 

(date, provisions, consultations) 
National Government Planning Policy and Guidance  

 
 Views of consultees (statutory, non-

statutory) 
 

Objections and other representations 
 
 

 Planning history Visual and spatial amenity 
 

 Residential amenity Public fears/concerns (with a demonstrable and 
rational basis) 
 

 Others 
 

6 Considerations not to be taken into account 
 

7 Factual disputes to be resolved 
 

8 Conditions required or not, available or not 
 

9 Requirement for develop contributions, and for what 
 

10 Requirement for legal agreement for other reasons 
 

 
PART 2 – FIRST MEETING PROCEDURAL DECISIONS 

 
1 The legal and other factors to consider 

 
 National guidance 

 
Preference expressed in the application 
 

 2 Need for site visit required, and for what reason 
 

 3 Need for written submissions, and for what reason 
 

 4 Need for a Hearing Session, and for what reason 
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 5 Pre-examination meeting, and for what reason 
 

6 Other reasons for adjourned first meeting 
 

7 Is there sufficient information to allow the LRB to determine the application, or is 
an adjourned First Meeting require? 
 

 
PART 3 – ADJOURNED FIRST MEETING PROCEDURAL DECISIONS 

 
 
1 Procedures decided on at first meeting and have they been completed 

 
2 New matters raised or new evidence arising 

 
3 Is the LRB now able to determine the review? 

 
4 If not, what further information is needed and how will it be obtained 

 
 

PART 4 – DETERMINATION OF THE REVIEW 
 
1 Is the development in accordance with the development plan or is it contrary to 

the plan? 
 

 The policies it complies with 
 

The policies it breaches 
 

2 Does the development accord with national planning guidance? 
 

 The guidance it complies with The guidance it breaches 
 

3 Does the development accord with local planning guidance? 
 

 The guidance it complies with The guidance it breaches 
 

4 Relevant material considerations  
 

 What relevant considerations exist The weight to give them and how to balance them
 

5 In applying the statutory test, what is the LRB’s decision? 
 

 Uphold AP’s decision, refuse the review application and so refuse planning permission 
 

 Reverse AP’s decision, grant the review application and so grant planning permission 
 

 Uphold AP’s decision in part, vary that decision and so grant planning permission 
 

 If planning permission to be granted, for what development? 
 

 If planning permission to be granted, on what conditions, if any 
 

 Planning reasons for decision 
 

 
JDM 
March 2014, v4 
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