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Name of Policy or 
Procedure: 
 

 
Compliance with European Procurement Rules and Standing Orders 
for Regulation of Contracts and Corporate Procurement Procedures 

   
 
Responsible 
Officer: 

 
Julie Whitelaw – Head Corporate Services 

   
 
Stated Requirement 
in Code: 
 

 
1. Annual Statement of Compliance 
2. Review Policy every administrative term 

 

   
 
Report required by: 

 
Corporate Management Team – May 2018 meeting 

 
 

   
 

Review Date 
 
The policy was last reviewed in March 2013 

 

 

   
 
Report by Finance 
and Estates of 
Compliance with 
Regulations and 
Policy during 
2013/14 

 
In order to secure compliance for procurement activity, the council 
standing orders for contracts, which contain the procurement 
procedures, have been implemented across the council.  These 
procedures provide guidance on how to procure and purchase goods, 
services and works while remaining compliant with European and 
Scottish Procurement Regulations (the Regulations).  A dedicated 
officer actively monitors compliance of procurement and purchasing 
within the council and works closely with the Corporate Procurement 
Manager to identify where further training or development is required.  
 
A Corporate Contract Management System (CCMS) records and 
monitors all contract activity across the council. Details of contract 
start and end dates, spend values, supplier details and risk are 
examples of the information recorded and published for all spend 
greater than £5,000. 

  
In February 2018, enquiries were made of all Heads of Services and 
the Corporate Procurement Manager to obtain a demonstration of 
compliance with EU procurement rules and with the Council’s 
Standing Orders for supplies and services. During 2017/18 there was 
compliance with the large majority of contracts throughout the Council. 
However, some issues were identified and these are set out below. 
 

1. Housing Need: There was a breach in Standing Orders in 
terms of an inability to secure contracts for Hotel or B&B 
accommodation provision to meet a statutory duty to provide 

 



 

 

2 
homeless accommodation. This did not result in a breach of 
the Regulations. 
 

2. Housing Operations: Housing, Customer and Building Services 
had an approved exemption for the use of a service provider to 
carry out needle swaps and undertake the cleaning of housing 
properties. The total aggregated spend exceeded the limits of 
the approval delegation (£49,999). A procurement exercise 
was carried out under an available framework and a contractor 
was compliantly sourced with effect from 1st April 2018. 
 

 There have been instances during 2017/18 where some contracts 
have been extended beyond the contract duration date and value 
while a new contract is being investigated and tendered.    
 
During 2017/18 there was a small number of retrospective business 
case exemptions presented after the requirement had been committed 
to. A process is in place to monitor this, and the number had reduced 
very significantly from previous years. In all cases the value was not of 
a level commensurate with Regulatory breach. 

 
  
 
Conclusions Drawn 
from Report 
 

 
Regulatory compliance remained robust throughout 2017/18, with only 
a small number of instances wherein Standing Orders were infringed. 
In all cases, the reasons for non-compliance were fully investigated, 
and remedial training (where required) was delivered to the 
appropriate Service Manager(s). No instances or Regulatory breach 
were identified. 
 

  
 
Matters for Forward 
Periods 

 
None 

 

  
 
Certificate by  Head 
of Finance and 
Estates 

 
I certify that, upon enquiry, during the financial year under review, 
apart from the issues identified in this statement, the Council’s officers 
have complied with EU procurement rules and the Council’s Standing 
Orders for the Regulation of Contracts, and Corporate Procurement 
Procedures. 
 

  
 
Signature          

  
Date 
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